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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
4 DOMESTIC TALE, 


Y IN THREE VOLUMES. 


| 


| By MARIANNE CHAMBERS, 
Daughter of the late Mr. CHARLES CHAMBERS, 


Many Years in the Service of the Hon. Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, and unfortunately loſt in the Winterton. 
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I jeave no calling for this idle trade, 
No duty broke, no parent disobey'd.” 
: Pope. p 


Thus to my thoughts I said 
If ye will roam, 


Go---But remember, ye were safe at home. 
Anon. 
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Mr. THOMAS POWELL, of Briftl. | 


W HEN I had finiſhed the follow- 
ing trifle, I was aſked by a friend, 
to whom I ſhould addreſs it?“ 


|  T had no idea that a dedication was 
neceſſary to ſo ſimple a work ; and 
therefore anſwered, that I ſhould not 
addreſs it to any one. 


6 « You are wrong,” faid my friend ; 
© . firſt attempt, it requires that 
„you ſhould aſk for it ſome protec- 


% tion.— Dedicate it to the world; 
A3 


% make known the motive which 
* urged you to write Humanity 
4% has eſtabliſhed a fund in every 
« Britiſh heart, and the Orphan 1s one 


of its principal claimants ;—plead 


your youth, and inexperience,” 


That will be a ſatire on their judge- 
ment, ſaid I; for, if they read, they 
will diſcover its deficiencies ;—all my 
dependence, I confeſs, is placed on 'a 
candid and liberal Public ; but, if I 
draw too ſoon upon their generoſity, 
my claims may be diſputed, and it will 
never do to become a Bankrupt 1 in their 


favor, on my firſt ſetting out. 
4 Then offer it to the Critics.“ 


Worſe and worſe! - the Critics 
never cenſure any thing but works of 


1 "= 
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mind to accept from a ſtranger? | 


+ 


{- wk 7 ; 


genius ;—and the vanity of ſuppoſing 

the ſimple writing of a Girl in her 
teens a ſubject worthy of their crit1- 
ciſm or attention, would. at once con- 
demn me. As to the Muſes, I truſt 


they will pardon me that to them I do 
not preſent it; ſince, during all the 


fatigue of invention, they never once 


vouchſafed to relieye me by the aid 
of their heavenly inſpirations. _ 


You will tell me, perhaps, that if I 
diſdain the Celeftials,—there are Mor- 
zals, whoſe Titles would dignify my 
page ;—lo there are; but, as I only 


know them by name, would it not be 


preſumptuous in me to offer a pane- 


5 gyric, beneath the dignity of a great 


As 


1 
Na, then,” ſaid my friend, 
(thinking me too punctilious) there 
are likewiſe many in private life, 
enobled by their virtues, rich in 
Nature's beſt gift, an uncorrupted 
4. heart—who have, amidſt the tempt- 


© ations of the world, ſought for and 


found a ſhelter in their own pru- 


*« dence, fortitude, and temperance.” 


74 - Stop, faid I, joyfully—To ſuch a 


one I will dedicate it; —if the tie of 


conſanguinity binds me in duty to 


him, his tenderneſs and love, and his 


innate goodneſs, have long bound me 


to him in reverence and eſteem And 


who is ſo well entitled to my reſpect A 


who has ſo great a claim on my filial 


affections? Neither vanity, nor ſelf- 
intereſt, (the two chief motives which 


E ; 
are aſcribed to dedications in general,) 
4 will then guide my pen To him I can 
1 ſpeak in the ſimple language of truth, 
3 and ſuch as the heart will beſt under- 
1 ſtand; for ſuch a one is my much- 
honoured and beloved Grandfather. 


Thus then, dear Sir, accept it; and 
kindly conſider it, not as a cold com- 
pliment from the head, but as a ſenti- 


ment warm from the heart of 

Your ever dutiful and 
Affectionate Grandaughter, 
MARIANNE CHAMBERS. 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 


A DOMESTIC TALE; 


CHAP. I. 


IN the county of Monmouth, on the 
borders of Wales, ſtood the ancient man- 
ſion of Eaſt-Cliff, belonging to the family 
of the Earls of Treclanna, in whoſe poſ- 
ſeſſion it had been for upwards of two 

hundred years; when, by the deceaſe of 
the late Earl, the title became extinct, 
= and the eſtates alone devolyed conditions 
ally to Sir Edward Eldwin, of a very diſc 
7 cant branch of the * 


— 
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1 The Earl had been dead near a twelve- 79 
Wh month, when Sir Edward prepared to take 'F 
11 pPoſſeſſion of the Caſtle; it had been much 
—_ neglected, for many years, as pazticular 7 
ir cCircumſtances rendered every object, that A 
| ſurrounded it, objects of grief and regret 5 
[ to its late owner, who had reſided, for 
ſome few of the latter years of his life, at 4 
| a ſmall villa near London. 175 
=, 


i Sir Edward's youth had been ſpent = 4 
retirement, as his higheſt expectations j 
were then bounded by a ſmall paternal 2 
1 eſtate ; and, having been bred to the lwv, 
10 he had acquired a ſufficiency, by his pro- 
| teſſion, to-live what is called genteelly. 


| = He married, early in life, a woman of 
1 1 neither family nor fortune, but whoſe ex- 
fl ternal attractions might have faſcinated a 

Wo heart leſs ſuſceptible. _ 


1 . 
| | Soon after his marriage, by an unex- 
I" | pected event, his proſpects were much 8 
10 enlarged — the only bar to his inheriting 
6 the Treclanna eſtate was removed, and | 
he was ſcnt for by that nobleman to leave be 
his 5M 
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his country reſidence and. his profeſſion, 
and to reſide in London, where he was 
ſupported as the relative of ſo ancient a 
family, and where, for ſome ſmall public 
ſervices, he had received the honour of 


knighthood. 


Lady Eldwin was a woman of weak un- 


derſtanding, and this ſudden tranſition of 


fortune was too powerful for her to with- 
ſtand its effects. Of a diſpoſition naturally 
haughty, ſhe was now io intoxicated by 
the change of ſcene (knowing no other 
criterion of greatneſs than the oſtentation 
of wealth), and ſo faſcinated by the ſound 


of My Lady (the character of which ſhe 


knew how to ſupport only by pride and 
extravagance), that, while ſhe was whirl- 
ing in the vortex of diſſipation, Sir Ed- 
ward had been humbly bowing to the late 
Earl, and, by his obſequiouſneſs, ſo far 
ſucceeded as to inherit the bulk of that 
nobleman's fortune. 85 


It was in April when the family left 
London, for Wales, much to the mortifi- 
cation of Lady Eldwin and her daughter; 
B 2 | the 
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the former having been too long familiar- 
ized with the follies of high life, to bear 
| the ſolitude of the country with any de- 
| gree of pleaſure— and the latter, of a diſ- 
[1488 poſition gay and unthinking, was ſo intoxt= 
I | cated with the novelty of the ſcene (which, 4 
| to a mind better formed, often proves too "A 
1 alluring), that nothing but the authorita= _ 
| [ tive voice of her father would have made 1 
"ny her relinquiſh them for the ſolitary and 
1 6 unfrequented Eaſt- Cliff. 3 


[3188 | 
[8 Miſs Rin aj a beautiful girl, and 
might have been, with proper tuition, as 1 
amiable as lovely; but that time, which 
1 

| 


| ſhould have been employed in forming her, |} 
| mind, and rendering her, if not a dazzling -* 
| object of admiration, an ornament to ſo- 
Ill cicty, had been occupied-alone in the trif- 

1 ling accompliſhments of the day. Of theſe 
1 ſhe was perfect miſtreſs; whilſt her mind 
1 was ſo engroſſed, by the praiſes theſe ex- 
terior advantages drew, as to admit of no 
opportunity to improve it. 5 
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She had been educated in France, where 
ſhe had acquired all that gay frivelitz 
= |. 5 which 
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which characterizes the nation, without 
the poliſh that generally accompanies it. 


« Ethelind,” ſaid Sir Edward to! his 


daughter, the morning they quitted Lon- 
don, I fear you will find the country 


dull, after the gaieties you have been ſo 
lately introduced to, for there is very little 
ſociety around the manſion; but you mult 


make the beſt of it, and, in the latter end 


of May, I hope we mall have your brother 


wich .... 


« His company will be no great acqui- 
ftion, Heaven knows!“ cried Ethelind, 
« unleſs he has learned to be rational 


boring us with his logic, to make the world 
think him learned. But pray, ſir, are we 
to have no company till then?“ 


None,“ faid Sir Edward, “ except a 


Miſs Aubrey, a young laſs who now par- 


ticularly claims my protection. She is the 
daughter of a loved ſiſter, and almoſt * 


own age, Ethelind.“ 
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Lady Eldwin, who was preſent, looked 
evidently ſurprized, not ever having heard 


him ſpeak of her before. But, as Her 
Ladyſhip knew Sir Edward's diſlike to 


talk of his connections (why, ſhe never 


could learn), ſhe rather choſe to repreſs 


her curioſity than gratify it at the expence 
of his diſpleaſure, which was always in- 
curred whenever the ſubject turned on his 
relations, 


On the third day after they quitted 
London, they arrived at Vernly, a village 
on the banks of the Severn, ſituated about 


twenty miles from Eaſt- Cliff, Here they 


were to take up Miſs Aubrey. 


Sir Edward, not having ſeen her for 
many years, had no recollection of her 
perſon. He had written to acquaint her 


with his intention to place her under his 
own roof; and Lady Eldwin, concluding 
her an aukward country girl, ſecretly de- 
termined that Ethelind and the ſtranger 


ſhould be ſeparated as much as poſſible, 


for fear the former ſhould imbibe any of her 
ruſtic 
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% | 
ruſtic manners. Theſe were the ideas ſhe 

always united to thoſe who were ſeparated 
from the beau monde; for her Ladyſhip 


quite forgot ſhe had never ſcen London 


herſelf till ſhe married Sir Edward, but 


had always lived in the greateſt obſcu- 


rity, 


Lady Eldwin faw the impropriety of 
introducing ſuch @ gir! into the family as 
a companion for her daughter; at the fame 
time ſhe knew, that when Sir Edward 
formed a reſolution, it was in vain 'to op- 
poſe him; thus, making a merit of what 
was unavoidable, ſhe very obligingly c con- 
ſented, 


They ſtopped at an inn about' a mile 


from the village to dine, and Sir Edward 


propoſed fetching Miſs Aubrey ang return- 


ing with her to dinner, 


| Ethelind, impatient to behold her new 
relation, begged to accompany her father; 
this he peremptorily refuſed, and ſet off 
in the carriage alone. 7 


Sa - « I wonder 
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« I wonder, rhadam,” ſaid Ethelind, 
addreſſing her mother, “ my father never 
ſpoke of this relation before, and how un- 
commonly ſtrange not to let me go with 


him.“ 


cc Strange, ed,” ſaid her Ladyſhip; 


ce the whole affair to me is a myſtery; I 


have no notion that a pack of poor rela- 


tions are to be brought into the f.mily, 


becauſe he has power to relieve them; and 


as to his bringing this girl down as a com- 
panion for you, it is all an excuſe, and I 
dare fay, he means to provide fof her; but 
I ſhall ſoon let her know her ſituation; 
and I beg, Ethelind, you wil not, by 
your ridiculous nonſenſe, make her too fa- 
miliar with you; theſe country miſſes are 
always aſſuming enough without any en- 


couragement. You muſt recollect the 
dignity of your family, and how greatly 


you are her ſuperior; but you will not aſ- 


lind (who never repreſſed what ſhe 
WWS thought) 
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thought) „ how can you talk of my ſu- 
periority? If ſhe is my father's niece, is 
| ſhe not of equal good family?“ 

That may be, returned her Lady- 
ſhip,” but you know, as a dependant, ſhe 
is not much intitled to reſpect,” 


c Well, madam,” returned Ethelind, 
« we will not talk on this ſubje& any 
more if you pleaſe; I, of courſe,. muſt 
ſubmit to your judgement; but, pray do 
not be -afraid of my being 70 familiar 
with this Mzrz/s Aubrey, as they call her, 
for I will lay my life ſhe is ſome aukward 
country girl; however, ſhe will ſerve to 
_ amuſe us with her :ramontane manners; did 
you ever hear of his ſiſter before, madam?” 
N es, often,” ſaid her Ladyſhip, © but 
I never. knew ſhe had a daughter till now.” 
At that inſtant” the carriage ſtopped.— 
Come away Ethelind from the window,” 
faid her Ladyſhip, „ the girl will think 
you have been watching for her coming; 
and you know! but before ſhe could ſay 
2what, the door of the room was thrown 
N * Sir Edward led in his niece, 

B 5 | who 
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who he introduced as Angelina Aubrey. 
Surprize for a moment kept her Ladyſhip 
ſilent, until recollecting herſelf, ſhe took 
her hand and ſaid ſhe was happy to receive 
her; whilſt Ethelind embraced her as at- 
fectionately as a lifter. 


Lady Eldwin was evidently diſappoint- 
ed, and, much as ſhe condemned Sir 


Edward for introducing an aukward coun- 


try girl as a companion for his daughter, 
ſhe would much rather have found her all 
her imagination had painted, than the 


lovely young creature now before her, 
whoſe native elegance and graceful mo- 
deſty, united to the moſt lovely perſon, 
could not fail to attract even the approba- 


tion of her Ladyſhip. 


Ethelind, whoſe eyes ſpoke the impreſ- 


Gan Angelina had made, and whoſe lips 
would have confirmed it if her mother 
had not been preſent, ſoon diſſipated, by 
her lively chat, the timidity that was evi- 


dent in the young ſtranger; whilſt Lady 


Eldwin never once turned her eyes to the 


place where they ſat, for it was a never- 
failing 
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failing rule with her Ladyſhip, that to | 


affect indifference to ſtrangers was to 


command reſpect, and by a cold haughti- 
neſs, awe them in her preſence. | 


If ſhe had taken as much pains to make 

herſelf amiable, as ſhe did to render her- 
ſelf diſguſting, ſhe would almoſt have 
arrived at the ſtandard of perfection; tor, 


with a heart not the moſt remarkable for 
its ſuſceptibility, ſhe had given way to a 


paſſion that rendered her deteſtable ; 


through her life, it had been the fource of 
mortification to herfelf, and diſguſt to her 


friends; to this ſhe facrificed every deli- 


cate ſentiment; for pride had impelled her 


to give her hand to Sir Edward, when her 
heart was devoted to an object truly de- 


ſerving, and only intereſt and a paſſion for 
a title united her to Sir Edward, who had 
been violently in love with her (if it de- 


ſerves that name) ſince after ſix weeks 
acquaintance they were married, without 
once mquiring, if the ſimilarity of diſpo- 


ſition, or reciprocity of the mind, would 


enable them to bear, in each other, the 
frailties attached to human nature. 
But 
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who he introduced as Angelina Aubrey. 
Surprize for a moment kept her Ladyſhip 
filent, until recollecting herſelf, ſhe took 
her hand and ſaid ſhe was happy to receive 
her; whilſt Ethelind embraced her as s af- 


feRionately as a lifter. 


Lady Eldwin was evidently diſappoint- 
ed, and, much as ſhe condemned Sir 
Edward for introducing an aukward coun- 
try girl as a companion for his daughter, 
ſhe would much rather have found her all 
her imagination had painted, than the 


lovely young creature now before her, 


whoſe native elegance and graceful mo- 
deſty, united to the moſt lovely perſon, 


could not fail to attract even the approba- 
tion of her * N 


Ethelind, whoſe eyes * the impreſ- | 


Gon Angelina had made, and whoſe lips 


would have confirmed it if her mother 


had not been preſent, ſoon diſſipated, by 
her lively chat, the timidity that was evi- 


dent in the young ſtranger; whilſt Lady 


Eldwin never once turned her eyes to the 


place where they fat, for it was a never- 


failing 
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failing rule with her Ladyſhip, that to 
affect indifference to ſtrangers was to 


command reſpect, and by a cold haught: - 
neſs, awe them in her preſence. - 


If ſhe had taken as much pains to makt 
herſelf amiable, as ſhe did to render her- 
ſelf diſguſting, ſhe would almoſt have 


arrived at the ſtandard of perfection; for. 
with a heart not the moſt remarkable tor 
its ſuſceptibility, ſhe had given way to a 


paſſion that rendered her deteſtable ; 
through her life, it had been the fource of 


mortification to herfelf, and diſguſt to her 


friends; to this ſhe facrificed every deli- 


cate ſentiment; for pride had impelled her 
to give her hand to Sir Edward, when her 


heart was devoted to an object truly de- 


ſerving, and only intereſt and a paſſion for 


a title united her to Sir Edward, who had 


been violently in love with her (if it de- 


ſerves that name) ſince after ſix weeks 


acquaintance they were married, without 


once inquiring, if the ſimilarity of diſpo- 


ſition, or reciprocity of the mind, would 
enable them to bear, in each other, the 
frailties attached to human nature. 


But 
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But Sir Edward was ſoon convinced, 


that ſomething more was neceſſary to hap- 
Pineſs than mere beauty, and that the moſt 
brilliant accompliſnments of the perſon, 


are poor equivalents for the deficiencies of 
the mind. When the ardor of his affec- 


tion began to ſubſide, and her beauty no 
longer dazzled his Gght, he beheld her 
with very different eyes; ſhe was vain, ig- 
norant, and extravagant; and all thoſe 


virtues he had ſeen, through the medium 
of affection, now vaniſhed, and left him 


to regret his too haſty choice; but he al- 


ways conducted himſelf towards her with 


much apparent affection, and they were 


conſidered by the world as a very happy 
couple. 


Dinger was ſerved, and by the time it 


was over, all parties ſeemed perfectly 
known to each other. Lady Eldwin con- 
deſcended to relax a little of her Hauteur, 
and aſked Angelina how long ſhe had been 
at Vernley ?—but before Miſs Aubrey 


could return an anſwer, Sir Edward re- 


| plied e Angelina has lately loſt a very 


dear friend, Lady ELD, and we will 
not 
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not talk to her now on a ſubjo& that will 
| naturally raiſe painful emotions,” 


85 Painful, indeed,” FREY ſhe,” as 
the tear ſtarted in her eye. It was a tear 
that flowed from the. ſweeteſt ſenſation, 
namely, gratitude for the tenderneſs of 
Sir Edward; for her heart, which was na- 
turally -gay, was now depreſſed by the 
recent loſs 0 the only ien it had ever 
mourned. | 


Lady Eldwin was diſpleaſed with this 
interference of Sir Edward's, and teſtified 
her anger by not ſaying any more until 
they were ſeated in the carriage. 


Ethelind ſupplied her mother's defici- 
ency, and very good naturedly endea- 
voured to amuſe Angelina with her lively 
chat. 


ce I am dying with curioſity, my dear 
Miſs Aubrey, to know the contents of 
that parcel you hold in your hand; do not 
think me impertinent, but indeed I muſt 
3 


14 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 
fee it, for 1 am ſure it is ſomething 
curious.“ 


« Tt is more valuable than curious, 
returned Angelina, unfolding the paper, 
« and particularly ſo to me, for it is the 
likeneſs of a very amiable woman.” At 
that inſtant Sir Edward's eye caught the 
picture, and catching it with evident emo- 
tion, he involuntarily exclaimed, „ Great 
Heavens! what a reſemblance!” 


An exclamation ſo emphatic, ſtruck 


Lady Eldwin, and turning to her huſband, 
ſhe repeated, © whoſe reſemblance ?”? 


— 


— 


But without anſwering her, as if inſenſi- 
ble to what ſhe had ſaid, he continued to 
gaze on the portrait with a countenance 
expreſſive of grief and regret ; when ſud- 

denly recollecting himſelf, he returned it to 
Angelina, and bade her never let him ſee 
it more. 
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As ſhe ene it, a ſmall pacguet of 
papers that had been faſtened to the back 
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of the picture fell from her hands. Sir 


Edward with avidity eagerly caught them, 
and looking on the ſuperſcription his con- 
fuſion was augmented ; he haſtily put thera 
in his pocket, regardleſs of Angelina's 
ſurprize and embarraſſment, and recover- 


ing himſelf, he began to talk on indifferent 


ſubjects with an air of affected non- 
chalance. 5 


Lady Eldwin, ſtruck by the myſtery of 
his conduct, turned to Angelina, and in a 
tone of impatience demanded, © whole 
reſemblance 1 it bore.” 

ec Alas! madam,” ſhe returned, “ it is 
the portrait of Mrs. Beverly; the Lady 
to whom I owe all that I am, or ever ſhall 
be; it was ſhe who ſupplied the place of a 
parent; and it 1s her I now mourn, and 
whoſe loſs I muſt always regret, for if 


ever there was a human being perfect it 


was this amiable woman. 5 


« Well! Well” faid Sir Edward, wha 
had liſtened with emotion to what his niece 
LE had 
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had faid, «© ſay no more about her, ſhe 


had her failings as well as the reſt of the 


world, and you are too young to judge of 


human nature.” 


Angelina, who had looked up with all 
the dutiful confidence of a child to Mrs, 
Beverly, and from whom ſhe had received 
all her inſtructions, now felt a momentary 


indignation at this reflection on her de- 
parted friend. And, at the ſame inſtant, 


an idea ruſhed upon the mind of Lady 
Eldwin, new as it was painful — “ Tes!“ 
cried ſhe, mentally, ce it muſt be his miſ- 
treſs, and this is his child; every word he 
has uttered convinces me, for his ſiſter has 
been dead many years; and if ſhe had left 


4 daughter, I am ſure I ſhould have known 


it ere this.” This idea occupied all her 


thoughts; ſhe fat filent, whilſt Sir Edward 
ſeemed equally abſorbed, leaving the Ay | 
people to amuſe themſelves. 


« Were 1 ever _ PTY Miſs 
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« No, never,” Angelina replied, ſmiling 
at the earneſtneſs with which ſhe addreſſed 
her. 


« ] am ſurprized at that,” ſhe returned, 3 
« for I thought no one could poſſeſs ball [ / 
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| 
= ſo much elegance as you are miſtreſs of, | 
'* unleſs they had been educated in the fa. 
ſhionable world.“ = BY 


Angelina was a ſtranger to compliments 
like theſe ; ſhe felt uneaſy as Ethelind con- 
tinued — Why, my dear, when you are 
introduced into public, we ſhall have all 
the women invoking the deities to remove 
you to ſome uninhabited ſphere. Nay, 
do not look fo ſurprized, for you ſurely 
muſt know that beauty like your's would 
attract oneny one's attention. 


She was going on with this rhapſody, 
when Lady Eldwin, who took particular 
care that no one ſhould be made vain in 
her preſence, interrupted Ethelind, by ſay- 
ing“ I hope the young woman has more 
ſenſe than to believe what you ſay, for pou 
know you do not mean one word of it.” 
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This ſilenced her for a little - time, but 


her loquaciouſneſs was ſeldom to be long 
checked, and ſhe diverted Angelina with 


a deſcription of thoſe ſcenes ſhe had ſo 
reluctantly quitted, and painted them in all 


the glowing colours of youthful fancy.— 


Balls, operas, routs, and plays, derived 
fuch additional luſtre from the warmth of 
her imagination, that it could not fail to 
impreſs the mind of Angelina, who looked 
forward with delight to that period when 
ſhe was to be introduced to ſo much pro- 


miſed happineſs; for, not doubting (from 


her own excellent heart) but that all ſhe 
heard were the dictates of truth, ſhe learn- 
ed with pleaſure that the family were to 
return to town early in June, to be preſent 


at the enfuing birth-day. When Ethelind 


had exhauſted every topic of commons 


place converſation, ſhe declared herſelf 


horribly fatigued with the journey, leaving 


Angelina to enjoy her own contemplation, 
and to reflect on the e change of the laſt 


on hours, e ; 


The weather had been particularly fa- 


vourable to the travellers, and the even- 


ing 
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ing uncommonly mild for the ſeaſon; all 


nature ſeemed at peace, and nothing but 


the bounding of the carriages interrupted 


the ſilence that pervaded the ſcene; the 
refreſhing ſhowers of the day ſparkled on 
every leaf and blade. 


They were now within a mile of Eaſt- 
Cliff, and the moon, which had juſt riſen, 
ſhowed the north turrets of the building 
riſing above the tall elms, 


Angelina was ſtruck with the beauty 


and novelty of the place; and her boſom, 
which had been agitated through the day 


by a thouſand different emotions, was 
now occupied alone in anticipating the 
happineſs that the preſent opened before 


The domeſtics were waiting to receive 
them; and an old man, whoſe grey locks 
added dignity to his figure, came forward 
to aſſiſt the travellers in alighting. 


Angelina, who was laft, obſerved a filent : 


tear roll down his aged cheek, and, as he 


took 
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took her hand, he ſaid, emphatically, — 
« Heaven bleſs: you, young lady, and pro- 


tet your innocence ! welcome to our long, 


long, forſaken manſion.” 


There was ſomething in his manner 


which ſaid much more than his words, 
and ſhe longed to know why he wept, 


Young, gay, and innocent, with a heart 

dilated with gratitude, - bounding and elaſ- 
tic with hope, Angelina Aubrey entered 
the _—_ manſion 1 Caſt- Cliff. 


They were conducted, * a woman who 
ſerved as houſekeeper, to a ſpacious apart- 
ment, where every-thing was prepared for 
the reception of the family. 


— 


Lady Eldwin was not in a humour to be 
pleaſed— ſhe found fault with every thing 


around her, and declared ſhe had never 
entered ſuch a horrid, gloomy place before, 


it was quite inſupportable. This was ſaid 
merely for the ſake of faying ſomething 
ill-natured, for ſhe . ny differ- 


ently. 
cc « Echelind, 8 
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« Fthelind,” faid her Ladyſhip, throw- 
ing herſelf on a ſofa, “ are not you almoſt 
dead, child? — whilſt her waiting- woman 
was ordered to do fifty different things in a 
minute, forgetting the poor woman might 


be equally _—_— n 


5.1 FR ſure I nib not have undertaken 
this journey if I had conceived it had been 
half fo diſagreeable.” 


. « Nay, Lady Eldwin,” faid Sir Edward, 
ce do not regret it ſo much, ſince it give 
me ſo great a proof of your condeſcen- 


ſion in complying with my requeſt, and 


you know * preſence here is abſolutely 
neceſſary.“ 


This was ſaid with apparent affection, 
but her Ladyſhip made no reply; and 


Angelina felt hurt at Lady Eldwin's indif- 


ference, concluding ſhe was out of humour 
without cauſe. 


Sir Edward appeared thoughtful, and, 
whenever Angelina raiſed her eyes towards 
him, his were always fixed upon her - and 

„ the 
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the gloom, which ſhe perceived on enter- 
ing the carriage, ſeemed rather increaſed 


than diſſipated. 


Aſter a ſlight repaſt, they ſeparated for 
the night, and ſhe was conducted to her 
l chamber. It was on that fide of the build- 
1 ing which was uninhabited ; for the dome 
6 tics, not being told of her coming, had no 
other prepared for her. 
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1 Will you not be afraid, Miſs, to ſleep 

1 ſo far from the reſt of the gentlefolks? 

1 ſaid the girl who attended her — © indeed 
1 J am quite conſarned there is not a better 

ill room aired for you than this — 'tis fuch a 

g naſty old dingy place that I can't abide it, 

|| for my part— but, howſoever, it ſignifies 

| nothing, for that matter, as nobody likes 

to fleep 1 in it,” 


« Why ? ” faid Angelina, mung at the 7 
girl's loquacity. _ 
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| O, Miſs, indeed you muſt not aſk 
[| me,” ſhe returned—* I would not tell you 
for all the world, for, if I was, you would 
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never cloſe your eyes in it.“ Then haſ- 


tily putting down the lamp which ſhe held 
in her hand, without daring to look round 
her, ſne hurried out of the room, leaving 


Angelina not very well pleaſed with her 


ſituation. 


Till the ſound of her ſteps along the 
gallery ceaſed, ſhe. ſtood expecting her re- 
turn; when, finding herſelf diſappointed, 
and endeavouring to conquer her childiſh 


| fears, ſhe took up the lamp to ſurvey her 
chamber, for it was not ſuffictent as it ſtood 


on the table to ſhow the extent of it, The 
room was large and lofty, hung round with 
tapeſtry, the furniture of the bed was of 
dark green damaſk, and the oak floor cor- 
refponded with the gloom of the chamber. 
Angelina, for the firſt time in her life, 


trembled with the idea of being alone, and 


was on the point of leaving it, to requeſt 
ſome of the ſervants would return with her; 
when, recollecting that the many windings 
of the paſſage ſhe muſt paſs through, might 
miſlead her, ſhe concluded it was moſt 


- 


pPrudent to remain where ſhe was, — A mo- 


ment's 
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Id her there 
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CHAP. II. 


E manſion of Eaſt- Cliff was ſitu- 


ated on an eminence that com- 


manded a beautiful view of the ſur- 


rounding country. The grounds were 


extenſi ve, and the gardens and ſhrub- 


bery formed a ſtriking novelty, as they 


lay on a gentle declivity. Though an 


antient edifice, it had received great em- 
belliſhments from its late owner, and 
was rendered as elegant and commodious 


as moſt of our modern buildings. The 


north ſide of it remained alone in its an- 
tient ſtate (in all the heavy grandeur of 


the laſt century) for it had been the pride 


of the late Earl to leave theſe as memo- 
rials of the dignity of his anceſtors; this 
part of the building diſplayed a heavy 
magnificence, and here were depoſited 

Vor. I. C _ thoſe 
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thoſe trophies of antient victories which 
diſtinguiſhed and ennobled the family. 


At the foot of the mountain ran the 
river Wye, whoſe copious current wa- 
tered the valley beneath, whilſt the Se- 
vern's broad ſtream appeared in a diſtant 

view, as an arm of the ſea, and gave the 


whole ſcenery a ou effect. 


This had been vhs reſidence of one of 
the moſt noble families in the kingdom; 
here hoſpitality and unbounded philan- 
thropy, like the ſun's genial warmth, m 
cheriſhed and ſupported all around, and 4% 
bade the unfortunate raiſe grateful hearts 1 
to that Being who had beſtowed a power 

lt: almoſt unbounded, and 2 a will even N 
eexceeding it. 


But this was now remembered only to 

the diſad vantage of its preſent owner, 

whoſe heart never owned a ſimilar vir- 

tue ; though, perhaps, there were few 
men more laviſh in their donations, and 

| few'eſteemed by the world more ready to 

118 relieve, for in all public charities Sir 
1 * 8 Edward 
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Edward Eldwin's name was to be found, 
whilſt private calamities neither ſhared 
his pity nor aſſiſtance ; they came not 
recommended by the praiſes of the mil- 


lion; and as nothing but the ſecret ſa- 
tisfaction of having relieved a fellow- 


creature, or of having acted according 
to the dictates of humanity, was to be 


the reward, (ſenſations his heart never 


knew), he was ſo well ſatisfied with the 


praiſes his oftentatious charity drew, 


that he never remembered to inquire 
from what motive they ſprung. Thus 


he became the inſtrument of good, from 


the moſt erroneous principle, that of 
gratifying his pride. And thus does 
Heaven, in its mercy, often convert 
even the vices of the heart into a ſtimu. 
lative to actions which ſympathy and 
humanity have failed to excite. 


Sir Edward was well acquainted with 
the world, he knew every intricacy of the 
human heart, and could adapt his actions 
and his ſentiments to every claſs of men. 
His aim had been to ingratiate himſeli 
into the favour of thoſe in power, by 
C 2 which 
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which he not only ſacrificed truth and 
honour, but his own independence, and 
became the tool of every man's machi- 
nations. | 


Vile and deteſtable as theſe characters 
always appear in the eye of true great- 
neſs, in him they were never diſcovered. 
Art and duplicity united to form a ſem- 


blance of virtues, and they ſucceeded ; 
for, by the world, he was conſidered a 
great man, and by his acquaintance, a 
good one. 


On the death of the late Earl, his 


hopes were realized beyond his moſt 


ſanguine expectation ; he found himſelf. 
in poſſeſſion of a large unincumbered 
eſtate, beſides a very conſiderable per- 
ſonal property ; yet, with all this wealth, 
he was never known to part with one 
guinea, more than his pride or neceſſity 
urged. 3 
When 


« Ah! that deceit ſhould ſteal ſuch gentle ſhape, 
And, with a virtuous vizor, hide deep vice. 


But 
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But 'tis a common proof, 
That lowlineſs is young ambition's ladder ; 
| Whereto the climber upward turns his face: 
But, when he once attains the upmoſt round, 
He then unto the ladder turns his back, 
Looks in the clouds, ſcorning the baſe degrees 
By which he did aſcend.” 


When Angelina, aroſe in the morning, 


the ſun ſhone in all its brilliance, and 


preſented a very different ſcene from the 
gloom of the preceding night; the birds 
were hymning their praiſe to the Creator 
of ALL, in ſweeteſt harmony, and her | 


_ grateful heart joined in the univerſal 


adoration. The ſcene brought, in full 
force to her mind, the morning hymn 
of the Father of mankind, and ſhe invo- 
luntarily repeated it.— 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of Good! 
Almighty! Thine, this univerſal frame, . 
Thus wond'rous fair; Thyſelf, how wond'rous then! 
Hail, univerſal Lord ! be bounteous ſtill, | 
To give us only good ; and, if the night 
Have gather'd ought of evil, or conceal'd, 
Diſperſe it, as now light diſpels the dark! 


She was delighted to find ber room ſo 


pleaſantly ſituated, the front window 


C3 . Em 
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_ commanding an extenſive view to the 


right of that part of the country through 
which they had travelled the preceding 
day; to the left, was a fine view of the 
park, which gradually deſcended to the 
vale.—Here, ſurrounded by the yew and 
cypreſs, the village church raiſed its 
gothic tower; and, about a mile diſtant 
from Eaſt Cliff, on the brow of the hill, 
ſtood the rectory, more conſpicuous for 
its elegant neatneſs than ſuch buildings 
uſually difplay ; the meandring river 
gliſtened in the vale, and the ſcattered 
cottages compleated the beauty of the 


ſcene. 


| Spring now diffuſed new life through 


the vegetative kingdom ;—the trees were 
putting forth their bloſſoms, and the 


fields once more looked gay ;—all Na- 
ture ſmiled, and, in the harmony of her 
wonderous works, Angelina beheld the 
great firſt cauſe of all. 


« She took'd throu gh Nature, up to Nature's God.“ 
In one corner of the room ſtood a 


book-caſe, in which were ſome of our 
| beſt 
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beſt Engliſh authors ; this was a great 
recommendation to the chamber, and 


= ſhe determined to beg it might continue 


to be her apartment. She almoſt loſt 
herſelf in paſſing to the inhabited part 
of the manſion; when, at laſt meeting 
the old man whom ſhe had ſeen on her 
firſt arrival, ſhe begged to be conducted 
to the Family. 


He led her through a number of ſpa- 
cious rooms, where every ſtep was rever- 
berated ; the high-arched windows ſhed 
a dim light, and, from aeglect, moſt of 
the ornamental part of theſe chambers 
were going to decay. They now entered 


a ſort of rotunda, fitted up in a more 


modern ſtile than any of the former ; at 
the upper end was placed the picture of 


a young man at full length; there was 


ſomething in the eountenance remarka- 
bly ſtriking ;—it excited the attention 
of Angelina, and ſhe ſtood looking at it 
for ſome time. 


on Thia is the moſt friking picture 
ſhe cried, turning, to the ſteward, ** that 
C 4 I ever 
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I ever beheld; the countenance is parti- 
cularly intereſting, expreſſive of ſo much 
dignity, yet tempered with ſuch ſenſibi- 
lity.— Did you know the original, Sir?“ 
« Yes, Lady, I did indeed know him, 
long before he knew himſelf; I have 
carried him in my arms many a day, 
when he was a ſweet innocent child.“ 
The old man walked up to the window, 
his voice faltered, he cou ſay no more. 


« You have lived i in the family ſome 
time, I ſuppoſe ? * 


8 now, my Lady, near fifty years 
fince I came to Faſt Cliff.“ 


Does that picture repreſent any of 
the late Earl's family?“ 


I cannot talk of that picture; it 
even pains me to ſee you look at it,“ 
returned the old man with a ſigh. 


Angelina looked in his face to ſce if 
| ſhe could diſcover why, but it was more 
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expreſſive of pity than anger ; fearful of 
diſtreſſing him, the was ſilent. There 
was a melancholy in his words that in- 


tereſted her; his manner was ſuperior 
to people in his ſituation in general, and 
ſhe determined, if poſſible, to learn his 


ſtory. 


As ſoon as ſhe entered the breakfaſt 
room, Ethelind running up to her, ex- 
claimed © I am glad you are come, for 
Patty has told Agnes the north fide of 
the manſion is haunted ; and really, I 


began to fear ſome of the evil ſpirits had 


ran away with my fair couſin. —A naſty 


old-faſhioned place, is it not? Jam ſure 1 


ſhould have been monſtrouſly frightened; 
I dare fay you thought it was like going 
into a tomb; thoſe horrible old beds 
look juſt like it.“ 8 TOP 


„No, indeed,” ſaid Angelina, © but 
where is your mother? I hope the jour- 
ney has not made her Ladyſhip ill.“ 


« Lord, no,” cried Ethelind, © ſhe 
ne ver riſes to breakfaſt, for the day is too 
C5 long 
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long for her as it is, when fhe gets up at 
| twelve, or one; and down here, I'm ſure 
ſhe would die of enuui to riſe earlier. 


Angelina was all aſtoniſhment, for this 
was the firſt time ſhe had ever heard of 
time hanging heavy. 


te Well,” cried Ethelind, ce this is a 
| ſhocking out-of-the-way place; I vow 
I will never go near the north ſide of it; 
for though I am rather curious to know 
the pedigree of ghoſts, and from what 
illuſtrious family they deſcend, yet I 
confeſs I have not heroiſm enough to 
encounter his black highneſs's agents.“ 


« Fie, fie, Etty,*”” ſaid Sir Edward, 
ce jt will be well if your heart is as ſecure 
from their attempts as your perſon ; 
guard the one, and you need never be 
afraid of the other.“ 


« Well, Sir,“ ſhe continued, * you 
may ſay what you pleaſe, but , it is 
a diſmal old place; for, what with the 
ſcreeching of owls, and croaking of 

rooks, 
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rooks, I could not get a wink of ſleep the 


whole night.” 


„I] am ſorry for it, Ethelind,” faid 


Sir Edward ; however, it has the pecu- 
| liar virtue of refreſhing the wearied, 
without locking up the ſenſes, for you 


look better than any of us. 


The remainder of the morning was 
ſpent in ſtrolling through the grounds. 
Miſs Eldwin had brought down ſome 


new publications, and Angelina diverted 


herſelf by the peruſal of them. 


Several days paſt on much in the ſame 


manner; Lady Eldwin ſeldom appeared 


till two, when they generally rode out a 
few miles for an airing; the reſt of the 
time, until the dinner hour, was devoted 


by her Ladyſhip and daughter to the: 


toilet. 


Angelina, in a leſs faſhionable way, 
amuſed herſelf with a book, or work. 
Lady Eldwin lounged away the evening 
on the ſopha, every five minutes re- 

CS minding 
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minding the reſt of the family how are. 
ficult it is, for a mind enervated by plea- 
ſure, to partake of rational enjoyments ; 
ſhe took every opportunity of aſking 
Angelina who ſhe had lived with, and 
how ſhe had paſſed her time, before ſhe 
came to Eaſt Cliff; but Sir Edward, who 
ſeldom left them, prevented her curio- 
ſity from being gratified, by making an 
evaſi ve anſwer, and immediately chang- 
ing the ſubject. 


Lady Eldwin ſaw plainly the reaſon, 
and endeavoured, by her ſatirical retorts, 
to let him know ſhe was not fo cally to 


be duped. 


ee this time Mr. Eldwin, Sir Ed 
ward's only ſon, was expected at Eaſt 
Cliff, and a maiden aunt of his mother's 
was to accompany him, to ſpend the 
ſummer months. | 


One evening, when Lady Eldwin and 
her daughter were amuſing themſelves at 
picquet, Angelina left them unnoticed, 


to enjoy the 5 bree zes of evening, and 
ſtrolled | 


i 
3 
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ſtrolled down towards the vale, occupied 
in reflecting on the change of her ſitua- 
tion ; her heart was dilated with grati- 
tude towards her uncle; ſhe ſaw in him 
every thing that was good and amiable, 
and ſmiled on the proſpect that opened 
before her, with all the delight of inex- 
perienced youth; but though a ſtranger 
to the world, and unuſed to draw invi- 
dious compariſons to the imperfections 
of Lady Eldwin, ſhe was not blind ;— 
her heart would have given her credit 
for being an amiable woman, if her 
judgement had not repreſented her very 
inferior to her Honoured and regretted 
Mrs. ag 


Ethelind was certain] ya good-natured 
girl, but there was a flippancy in her 
manner that prevented Angelina from 


repoſing that confidence which is neceſ- 
ſary for the foundation of friendſhip; 


and in theſe evening rambles ſhe felt 


more delight than in any other amuſe- 


ment ; here ſhe could contemplate on 


the paſt without interruption, and reviſit 


in 
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in idea the peaceful ſcenes ſhe had quit- 


ted. 


It was late when ſhe returned, but the 
moon, which had juſt riſen, ſhed a glim- 
mering light around. Aſcending the 


ſteps that led to the terrace, ſhe was 
ſtartled by a voice exclaiming, in a tone 


of horror, then I am undone for ever.“ 
Undetermined whether to proceed, and 
before ſhe had time to recover her ſur- 
priſe—S1r Edward ruſhed ſuddenly from 


behind her—he ſtarted - but recollecting 


| himſelf, ſaid - are you here, Miſs Au- 


his manner alarmed her, and 


brey ?**— 


before ſhe could make any reply, he 


drew from his pocket the manuſcript he 


had taken from the picture, on their 


journey to Eaſt Cliff; and ſeizing her 


hand, as he fixed his eyes anxiouſly on 


her, demanded, in an authoratative tone, 


how long they had been in her poſſeſ- 
ſion before ſhe came to Eaſt Cliff? 


Endeavouring to appear compoſed, 
ſhe anſwered with tolerable firmneſs, and 


with 
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with an earneſtneſs that proved the truth 
of what ſhe ſaid; that in looking over 
Mrs. Beverly's cloaths the morning be- 
fore ſhe left Vernley, this manuſcript, 
faſtened to the portrait, was found; ſhe 
owned ſhe heſitated whether to ſeparate 
them or not, but the hope that it might 
develope the myſtery that always ſeemed 
connected with Mrs. Beverly's life 
*Z tempted her; but, as on that day ſhe had 
been too much engaged to open the 
packet, and as Sir Edward had held them 
in his poſſeſſion ever ſince, ſhe hoped, if 
ſhe had done wrong by taking them, he 
would pardon her. 


All this time he appeared in an agony 

of ſuſpenſe, and telling her, with more 
_ auſterity than he had ever before aſſumed, 
that, as ſhe valued his favour and her 
happineſs, never to mention Mrs. Be- 
verly's name more; and drew from her 

a ſolemn promiſe, that no one ſhould 

| be acquainted with the paſt incidents of 


4 | herown, or that lady's life, without his 
3 Concurrence; for he added, Lady Eld- 
win is of a ſuſpicious temper, and will 
= | naturally 
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naturally draw thofe' concluſions from 
the connection that it is my intereſt to 
elude.” 


And being ſatisfied that the manu- 
ſcript was unread, he continued, © that 
as nothing in Mrs. Beverley's life could 
intereſt Angelina, the reading of the pa- 
pers would only wound her feelings, — 
for he added—** though ſhe drew her 


miſery on herſelf, ſtill to the laſt, all 
but in one inſtance, ſhe was ſpotlefs and 
Pure.“ ” 


He was evidently affected, and | left 


her, with theſe words“ If you ex- 
pect protection from me, Angelina, — 


you know how to ſecure it—be ſilent 
for ſhould a word eſcape you of what is 
now paſt remember you will find me. 
no longer your friend.“ TI HED 


She ſtood fixed to the ſpot ſome mi- 
nutes after he left her, endeavouring to 
account for his ſtrange behaviour. From 
the requeſt he made, and his evident in- 


tereſt in Mrs, Beverly's life, ſhe was al- 
| moſt 


+ 
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moſt tempted to think herſelf nearer al- 
lied to him; and the myſtery of her own 


birth almoſt confirmed the ſuſpicion ; 
but, recollecting the virtues of that 
amiable woman, ſhe reproached herſelf 


for harbouring a thought incompatible 


with her purity. 


Angelina conſidered her word as moſt 
ſacred, and determined, if it ſubjected 
her to every evil, religiouſly to keep the 
promiſe given; all that was to be appre- 


hended was Lady Eldwin, for ſhe feared 


her reſerve would raiſe thoſe very ſuſ- 
picions that Sir Edward ſeemed ſo anxi- 
ous to avoid; for it was but natural to 
expect her Ladyſhip's curioſity would 


be augmented by the air of concealment 


Sir Edward compelled her to wear, be- 
fore ſhe could determine in what manner 
to anſwer her Ladyſhip's queries, with- 
out alarming her pride, or gratifying her 
curioſity. Ethelind came flying along, 
almoſt out of breath, exclaiming 


% Oh, my dear Angelina !” and fitting 
down on the parapet, gave full vent to 
| her 
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her humour. She laughed ſo immode- 


rately, that Angelina (though her mind 
was at that moment more than uſually 
depreſſed), could not refrain from a ſmile. 


« What a mad girl you are, Ethelind; 


what new ſubjec for ridicule have you 
found out now?“ 


« Oh, my dear, ſuch a monſtrous fl 


_ gure! 


« Really I am no conjuror, and you 


talk ſo in riddles, it is impoſſible t to un- 


derſtand you.“ 


% What have not I told you?“ 


Why, my brother and Aunt Dorothy 


are come, and of all the old figures and 
frights that have appeared ſince the Cre- 


ation, ſhe exceeds them out and out. — 
Horace ſays ſhe is very proud of her fi- 


gure, which 1s as thin as a wafer, and 
ſeven feet and a half high ; Heaven help 


ment. 
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Angelina looked amazed ; this was 
language quite new ; and, little inclined 
to be gay, followed the mad girl, endea- 
vouring, but in vain, to check her ills 
timed raillery. 


After the uſual ceremony of introduc- 
tion was over, ſhe found Ethelind's de- 
ſcription very little exaggerated ; and 
that Miſs Dorothy Popham ſurpaſſed 
every idea ſhe had ever formed of anti- 
quated virginity. 


Her figure was remarkably tall, and 
her manner of dreſs. rendered her ſtill 
more conſpicuous ; for, forgetting ſhe 
had paſſed her grand climacteric, ſhe diſ- 
played all the airs of a girl of ſixteen. 


«I am exceſſive glad you are come, 
madam,” ſaid Ethel ind 


© Yes,” Miſs Dorothy replied, with- 
out obſerving the ironical manner in 
which it was ſpoken, © my company was 
always very much courted, and I flatter 
myſelf it is always found acceptable.“ 


My 
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My acquaintance will regret my abſence 
very much; and indeed I ſhould never 
have thought of immuring myſelf in the 
country, if it had not been particularly 
to oblige your mother; though, indeed, 
at this time of the year we have but few 
routs; however, we always contrive to 
make up a party at whiſt or caſſino. 


10 Oh, how charming!“ cried Ethe- 
lind. | 


« Yes, indeed, it is, niece; I aſſure 
you, I am extravagantly fond of cards; 
they are, of all things to me, the moſt 

_ delightful.” : 

« T ſuppoſe you viſit all the families 
round this place,”” turning to Lady Eld- 

win. 
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« Madam,” repeated her Ladyſhip, 
with ſurpriſe, © how can you ſuppoſe I 
aſſociate with any one near Eaſt Cliff?” 

They may be very good ſort of people, 

and I dare ſay they are; ſeveral of them 

have called, but if I was to give them 
| encourage 
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encouragement, I ſhould never have the 
manſion free from them; and I don't 
chuſe to be ee to their trouble- 


ſome viſits.“ 


] do not ſee that at all,” ſaid Miſs 
Dorothy; - ſurely you might viſit the 


clergy man's family.“ 


« Well, Ethelind, ring the bell for 
the old ſteward, perhaps he can tell what 
ſort of people they are.“ 


Good Heavens ! thought Angelina, 
« has Lady Eldwin fo ill an opinion of 
mankind, that ſhe fears to aſſociate with 
characters ſo ſacred, becauſe ſhe is not 
immediately known to them ?—Surely 


ſhe is not ſo weak as to feel herſelf ſu- 
perior to them, unleſs they are unworthy 


her regard!“ 


« Pray, Mr. Arden,” ſaid her Lady- 
ſhip, when the old man entered —* what 
ſort of people live at the Rectory ?**. 


« What 
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ee Nhat fort of people, my Lady?“ 
ſaid the reverend man, in a tone which 


implied he was not very well pleaſed 


with the queſtion. —** What ſort of peo- 
ple? I'm ſorry your Ladyſhip thought 
it neceſſary to aſk that queſtion, when 


every body knows that family is one of 


the worthieſt in all the country round; 


and it would be well, I believe, for ſome |: 
of our great folks, if they could anſwer 9 


the queſtion as ſatisfactorily. ” 


« Well, 
pettiſhly, « I don't want a ſermon ;— 


but can you tell what the family conſiſts 
of?“ 


« It is but a ſmall one now, anſwered 
the old man, © for our good rector has 
been dead ſome months, but his wife 
and daughter reſide at the Rectory ſtill ; 
and the young man, who is expected to 
be appointed to the living, and who is a 
diſtant relation of the deceaſed, lives 
with them, my Lady; theſe, with the 
reverend old father of Mrs. Summers, 

are 


well,” faid her Ladyſhip, 


8 
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are the whole of the family: and he was 


going to enlarge on their virtues, when 


her Ladyſhip ſtopt him, by ſaying © that 
ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied, and was not 
juſt then in a humour to hear any long 
ſtor1es.”” 


He turned from her with an air of 
contempt ; and, as he left the room, 
muttered in a tone of angry ſurpriſe, 
though not intended to be heard,— 


« What ſort of people live at the Rector)? 


Did you ever hear ſuch an impudent 
old fellow ?*” ſaid her Ladyſhip; “ he 


ſcarce behaves with common civility; 


and if I meet him ten times a day, he 
hardly moves his hat.“ 


„ Threaten to turn him away,” faid 
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0 That n be to no purpoſe,” the 


E replied, « for the late Earl has left in his 
will- that thoſe ſervants who reſided in 


the family at his death, ſhould be retained 
„ as 
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as long as they choſe to ſtay ; and this old 
fellow 1s left independent.” | 


Sir Edward and his ſon entering, put 
an end to the converſation, but not to 
Lady Eldwin's diſpleaſure; the ſteward's 
diſreſpectful behaviour her Ladyſhip 
could not forget, and ſhe was viſibly 
diſcompoſed the remainder of the even- 

ing. 


Young Mr. Eldwin was introduced, 
with great ceremony, to Angelina, who 
was preſented to him as Sir Edward's 


niece. | : 4 


= This is an unexpected addition to 
our family, madam,“ ſaid the young 
man, in a manner which left her in 
doubt whether it was meant as a com- 
| pliment or not. 


He talked but little during ſupper, 
and what he condeſcended to ſay was 
particularly addreſſed to his father; for 


he ſeemed to forget the ladies were pre- 
ſent, 
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ſent, by introducing ſubjects, which, 
from female education, it could not be 
expected they were converſant in. 


He was a tall graceful figure, rather 
handfome than otherwiſe ; but his coun- 
tenance was marked with more auſterity 
than is natural to young men of his age ; 
and there was too much of his mother's 
hauteur in his manner, to make a favour- 
able impreſſion on the mind ofa ſtranger. 


Angelina, who ſeldom judged of peo- 
ple by outward appearances but with 
the moſt favourable opinion, yet ſaw 
ſomething in Mr. Eldwin's manner that 
diſguſted her; and without aſking her- 
ſelf---why—concluded he was a . 
een young man. 


All preſent ſeemed to pay his judge- 
ment the higheſt deference; and even 
Ethelind was leſs ridiculous than uſual. 
Miſs Dorothy talked herſelf hoarſe, and 
then complained of being terribly fa- 


rigued; they ſeparated for the night at 
J Vor. I. | i an 
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an early hour, and Angelina retired to 


her chamber with a mind engroſſed by 
the ſtrange occurrences of the day. She 


had ſeveral times attempted to viſit the 
ſaloon, in which the picture was placed 


that ſo much intereſted: her on her firſt. 


arrival, but had always been prevented ; 
ſhe wiſhed once more to ſee it; and as 
the family were now retired to bed, 
there was no fear of interruption, and 
ſhe determined to viſit it. With this re- 
ſolution ſhe took up her lamp, and ſtole 
gently down ſtairs ; but, on entering the 
apartment, to her utter aſtoniſhment, 
the portrait was no longer there; © how 
ſtrange,” ſhe thought ; « ſurely there 
muſt be ſome cauſe for removing it ;— 
« ſo large a picture, too; and then the 
old ſteward, when I firſt noticed it, diſ- 
covered an emotion that has ned 


my curioſity; perhaps it is removed into 


another of theſe apartments.“ 


She ſtood ſome minutes undetermined 
whether to proceed or not in ſearch of it, 


when a _ "gh, which ſeemed to iſſue 
from 
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from an adjoining room, ſtartled her; 


and with haſty, but trembling ſteps, ſhe 
hurried back to her chamber. 


15 Yes, I have done wrong,“ me cried; 
« the ſteward has often reproved me for 
viſiting thoſe apartments that are unfre- 
quented by the reſt of the family; 1 will 


not venture again, for I know not how it 


is; but I cannot endure, even in idea, to 
oltend that old man, though he treats the 


family with the contempt of one who has 


them all at command; yet he has always 


- diſtinguiſhed me with the utmoſt re- 


ſpect. 55 


For ſeveral evenings preceding this, 
ſhe found, placed on the window cill of 
her chamber, ſome of the choiceſt fruits 
and flowers that the ſeaſon afforded; and 
it was in vain ſhe endeavoured to find by 
whom they were conveyed there. 


The ſervants were interrogated, but 
to no purpoſe; and as that part of the 
building was unfrequented by all, except 
_— and herſelf, ſhe was perplexed with 
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conjecture; the ſigh ſeemed ſtill to vi- 
brate on her ear; and when ſhe dropped 
aſleep, her alarmed” imagination conti- 
nued to affright her with terrifying 
ſcenes, and ſhe awoke very little re- 
freſhed by her ſlumbers. | 


CAP. III. 


3 
XS 
__ 
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CHAP. III. 


Week had nearly elapſed, in which 
time Miſs Dorothy had not taken 


any notice of Angelina. There are ſome 


characters in life which we neither feel 
inclination to eſteem nor reſpect, and 
Miſs Dorothy was one of this number; 
for, by her ridiculous manner, which 
was only aſſumed to render her appear- 


ance more youthful, ſhe inſpired that 


contempt which we feel when age loſes 


its dignity, by aſſuming the follies and 


levities of youth, and expoſing itſelf to 
the cenſure of thoſe from whom it ſhould 


derive that reſpect, which a contrary be- 


haviour will always inſpire, 


There is not, perhaps, a more vulgar 
prejudice than the odium which is uncx- 
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ceptionably caſt on that claſs of beings 
commonly ſtiled old maids ; for there are 
a thouſand amiable women, who, from 
choice, and various other reaſons, have 3 
remained ſingle through life, that have 3 


not only ſhone the brighteſt ornaments of 
their ſex, but the moſt valuable members 
of ſociety. 


Miſs Dorothy did not claſs with the 
latter; and, unfortunately, Angelina 


drew her attention in a manner the leaſt 


pleaſing ; for, on the morning they were 
to make their intended vifit at the rec- 


tory, they were ſcarce ſeated in the car- 
riage, when ſhe called on Ethelind to 


take notice of a prim figure who was 
croſſing the road, thoughtleſsly obſerv- 
ing ſhe looked like an /d maid. 


Miſs Dorothy, whoſe greateſt pleaſure 
was to hear herſelf talk, was at this time 
ſo deeply engaged in reciting a long 
ſtory, that the obſervation by her would 
have paſſed unnoticed ; but Ethelind, 
thinking it a good opportunity to teaze 
her aunt, demanded of her, in an inqui— 


iti ve 


„ 
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ſitive tone, if that was one of her inti- 


mates? 


« What a queſtion, Ethelind——why 
ſhe looks as if ſhe came out of the ombs ; 
my intimates, indeed !—ha, ha, a good 
joke, to be ſure; and was going on 
with her ſtory- 


When Ethelind, who too often ſacri- 
ficed politeneſs, and ſometimes even 
good- nature to attain a laugh, repeated, 


with addition, what Angelina had ſaid. 


This was is touching a chord that jarred 
in the moſt diſcordant notes. 


Miſs Dorothy's good humour was now 
over, the ſtory was forgot; and, with a 


face expreſſive of her riſing anger, ſhe 
demanded “ what right any one had to 


make ſuch rude diſtinctions in her pre- 
ſence?“ 


« Why, madam,” ſaid Ethelind, with 
a ſaucy arch look, © my couſin did not 
_D4 mean 
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mean any reflections on .. Reflec- 
tions on me?—T ſhould not have thought 
of that, indeed !—I was not thinking of 
myſelf ;—only it is a ſcandalous thing, 
that people, who chuſe to be their own 


miſtreſſes, are to be ſubject to the ſaucy 
impertinence of a pack of nobody-knows- 


who ; as for my own part, as I ſaid be- 
fore, I do not ſpeak for myſelf; yet, I 
muſt ſay, there is far more happineſs in 


the ſingle ſtate than in any other, or 1 


ſhould not have refuſed ſo many capital 
offers, — There was Mr. Pringle, the 
Sugar-baker, a man immenſely rich,--- 
kept---I cannot tell you how many car- 
riages; but he never would marry after 
I refuſed him, poor-ſoul he is dead 
and gone now—and a great many more 
that I could mention; but I do not 


ſpeak for myſelf, for I am ſure we ſee a 


number of ladies /;ke me who prefer celi- 


bacy, that are far ſuperior, in perſon and 


manners, to thoſe who marry ; but I am 
not ſurpriſed things are come to ſuch a 
paſs. A few years back, when I was 4 
girl, ſuch liberties would never have 
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been pardoned; but /me folks, if they 


had not great aſſurance, would be aſhamed 
to look up in certain people's faces. 


This was not addreſſed in direct terms 
to any one, though it was plain enough 


who was meant, by her certain people ; 


and Angelina recollected, with pain, the 
promiſe given to Sir Edward; for, from 
the infinuations of Miſs Dorothy, and 


the ill-natured reflections that Lady 


Eldwin continually caſt on Mrs. Bever- 
ley, ſhe did not doubt but they con- 
cluded her the daughter of Sir Edward, 
by that lady. 

Ethelind was now ſo ſevere in her re- 
torts on Miſs Dorothy, that the latter 


could no longer reſtrain her paſſion, 


and was quite vociferous; her ladyſhip 


frowned, but to no purpoſe, for her 


commands were of no great weight with 
her daughter. 


A too, was heartily vexed 
with her, but knew it was in vain to re- 
monſtrate, for Miſs Eldwin would have 


D 5 expoſed 
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expoſed her beſt friend to contempt or 
ridicule, rather than have yielded the 
pleaſure derived from their embarraſſ- 
ment. 


Miſs Dorothy was not to be appeaſed 
by any apology ; and in this ſtate . 
ſtopt at the rectory. 8 


Here eee e chagrin, in 
anticipating the pleaſure ſhe ſhould de- 
rive from the ſociety of this charming 
family. There was a dignity in Mrs. Sum- 

mers that commanded reſpect, blended 
with a ſoftneſs that claimed admiration 
and love; her behaviour to Lady Eld- 
win was eaſy and polite, whilſt the lat- 
ter diſguſted Angelina, by aſſuming an 
unneceſſary conſequence, and a haughti- 
neſs, that, inſtead of commanding the 
reſpect ſhe ſought, rendered her un- 
* . f 15 
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But there was one object that attracted 
her attention more than any other ;—ir 
was the father of Mrs. Summers. 


When 


i 
, 
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When they entered, the reverend man 
was ſeated in his great chair, liſtening 


to his grand- daughter, who was reading; 


his head was white as ſnow, and though 
the traces of ſorrow were eaſily read in 
his countenance, yet the mild reſigna- 


tion that dwelt there looked expreſſi ve 
of the awful ſerenity of a mind freeing 


itſelf from the bondage of mortality, and 
partaking, even here, of that peace 


which is offered as a future reward to 


the juſt. 


Miſs Summers was rather a fine girl 
than a handſome one, her countenance 
was all intelligence, whilſt her manners 
wore the air of reſerve, and gave to 
thoſe, who were unacquainted with her 
virtues, an opinion not the moſt favour- 


able. 


Mr. Willmot, the young man who 
was expected to ſucceed to the living, 


was preſent during their viſit, and Ethe- 
lind did not fail to engroſs * his atten- 


tion, 


Ds: Here 
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Here Miſs Dorothy aſſumed ſo much 
complacency, as could not fail to im- 
preſs the minds of thoſe preſent with a 
very favourable opinion of her diſpoſi- 
tion.—She ſmiled at every word, and 
affected ſo much good humour, that 


Angelina, who was not deeply read 


enough in human nature to know the 


cauſe of this ſudden tranſition, concluded 


ſhe had the amiable quality of forgetting 


when her pet was over; that ſhe had 


been offended=— 


But the truth was, that, though Miſs 


Dorothy affected heartily to deſpiſe thoſe 


who were foot enough to marry, a pene- 


trating eye might have diſcovered it was 


not her own fault that ſhe was not added 
to the number ; and, at the age of fifty- 
ſeven, was as anxious to make a conqueſt 
as her niece of eighteen. —No wonder, 


then, her countenance aſſumed ſo much 


affected good humour, when a gentle- 


man, who called in at the rectory, was 
preſent during their viſit, and diſtin- 


gui ſhed her with particular attention. 


Angelina, 
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0 Angelina, with a boſom glowing in the 
ardour of youth, which is ever ſeeking in 
others the virtue its goodneſs pourtrays, 


returned to the carriage highly pleaſed 
with their new acquaintance ; but this 


pleaſure was ſomewhat abated, by the 


ill- humour of Miſs Dorothy, which now 
vented itſelf with reiterated force, from 


its having been ſomewhat ſtifled ; and, 
the former finding no apology could ap- 


peaſe, began to fear ſhe had offended un 


forgiveneſs. 


Angelina wiſhing to change the ſub- 
ject, ſpoke of the family they had quit- 


ted. 


Ethelind obſerved © Mrs. Summers 
was one of the moſt elegant-bred women 
ſhe had ever ſeen.” 


Lady Eldwin wondered how ſhe could 
talk ſo. Was it poſſible, a perſon, 
who lived in a retired place without any 
ſociety but what the country afforded, 
ſhould be ſtiled elegant? On the con- 
trary, ſhe could not but obſerve the airs 

- 5 ſhe 
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ſhe aſſumed, in talking ſo familiarly to 
people of faſhion, were very unbecoming 
a country parſon's wife.“ 


Ethelind was very laviſh in the praiſes 
of Mr. Willmot; “ but, as to Miſs 
Summers, cried ſhe, ** 1 long to give 
her a good rattling. —Why, ſhe is quite 
a mope. I hate thoſe girls monſtrouſly 
who are afraid to open their lips; I never 
know how to behave to them.“ 


« She looked amiable,” faid Ange- 
lina; “and we often find thoſe charac- 
ters, which are leaſt impreſſive at firſt | 
ſight, imperceptibly win on our affec- 
| tions as we are gradual] ) acquainted with 
| their virtues.” | 


TT The carriage ſtopping, put an end to 
| the converſation. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Fortnight was now paſt without 

any thing material occurring.— 
Miſs Dorothy could not forget the inſult 
ſhe had received, and was at open en- 
mity with Angelina.—This would have 
hurt her leſs, if Lady Eldwin had not 
behaved in the ſame ſevere manner. 


Sir Edward was particularly attentive, 
and ſhe almoſt wiſhed he had been leſs 


ſo; for it was evidently the cauſe of her 


ladyſhip's ill-humour. 


Mr. Eldwin had now been at Eaſt- 
Clift almoſt three weeks, in which time 
he had ſcarce taken any notice of her, or 
at leaſt no more than the law of common 
civility demanded. If the family ſoli- 
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cited his company, he was too much oc- 


cupied by his ſtudies to attend them, 
and was ſeldom ſeen but at meals, when 


it almoſt required an interpreter to un- 


derſtand what he ſaid; for every ſecond 


ſentence was either Latin or Greek. 


He had, in his earlieſt years, diſco- 
vered a genius and taſte for literature 


that promiſed, in his maturer ſtate,. to 


render him a ſhining character.. 


Sir Edward, proud of his ſon's abili- 


ties, and with a hope of i inciting him to 
attach himſelf more cloſely to his ſtudies, 
was continually ſpeaking before him of 
his great underſtanding ; and would fre- 
quently ſay, © that, with proper: appli- 


cation, he would be one of the greateſt 


ornaments of the riſing age. 


But Sir Edward was miſtaken ; for, 


like the bloſſom of an early ſpring, the 
fruit was blighted, and his fupercilious, 
| pedantic air, rendered the acquirements 


he attained rather a ſubject of ridicule 


than admiration ; for, at the age of 
twenty- 
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twenty-two, when the paſſions of youth 


are conſidered leaſt governable, he aſ- 


ſumed a character the moſt experienced 
age has often vainly endeavoured to ſup- 
port ; it was that of a philoſopher ; and, 

entered on the buſy ſtage of life, as one 


proof againſt every evil attendant on hu- 


man nature he was to ſmile on misfor- 
tune in whatever ſhape ſhe aſſumed, _ 
whilſt the weaker paſſions of the heart 
he held in the utmoſt contempt. He 


was unacquainted with his own, and 


knew not what he had to encounter. 


And by endeavouring to ſupport the 


character he aſſumed, he forgot the firſt. 


principle of its foundation. 


His judgement was conſidered by the 


family as infallible ; they looked up to 
him as to one endowed with more ac- 


compliſhments of mind than any other 


individual ever before poſſeſſed, and this 


gave him the Rn at he diſplayed. 


Angeline felt more fariefutibe from 
her viſits at the rectory, 'than any other 


in 


66 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 


in her preſent ſituation ; ſhe found in 
Mrs. Summers all the virtues that form 
the moral character, united to that ſen- 
ſibility which attaches the heart—and in 
Lucy, one of the beſt minds under the 
Muſe of reſerve. 


winner prevented her from 


following her inclinations, ſo that ſhe 
was almoſt as much at the rectory. as at 
_— 


Ethelind ſeldom „ her; 
her heart was not acquainted with the 
pleaſures reſulting from elegant and ra- 


tional ſociety; and the manners of Mrs. 


Summers were rather too great a reſtraint 
on-her volubility. 


Whilſt the young people at the rectory 
paſled their time in the moſt innocent 


and rational amuſements, Mr. Willmot 
was generally one of their party;—he was 


a ſenſible young man, and well calculated 


to ſupport the dignity of the ſacred cha- 


racter he profeſſed. 
Mrs. 
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_ Mrs, Summers was anxious to ſee him 
in poſſeſſion of the living, but the ad- 
vowſon was in the gift of the manor, and 
his being finally appointed * on 


Sir Edward. 


Sometimes Angelina believed he was 
engaged to Lucy, at others there was a 
gloom on her countenance that indi- 
cated ſhe was not happy 1 


She was —_ at it, * ſhe ſaw it dit. 
treſſed her mother, whoſe very exiſtence 


ſeemed to depend on the | happineſs of 


her child. 


| Here Angelina enjoyed that peace 
which ever accompanies the innocent 


and good; ſhe had been carefully in- 


ſtructed in all the moral virtues that 
dignify human nature; her mind had 
been taught, that the firſt principle of 
religion is in ſubduing thoſe paſſions 
which are deſtructive in their effects on 
the heart, and offenſive to our fellow 
creatures, The motive that impelled 
each action ſhe endeavoured to examine, 

not 
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not with the eye of ſelf-approbation, but 
as one who judges of an enemy ;—and 
thus, whilſt ſhe ſtrengthened every vir- 
tuous principle, the ſubdued thoſe in- 
clinations that, in the beſt regulated 
minds, will ſometimes intrude themſelves; 
there was a modeſt dignity in her manner 
that prevented Lady Eldwin from treat- 
ing her with the contempt her Ladyſhip 
wiſhed, and a gentleneſs in her nature 
that would have diſarmed the moſt inve- 
terate; the was always the firſt to oblige; 
for her heart, ever grateful, felt an in- 
ſtinctive duty in evincing, by her con- 
duct, how grateful ſhe felt in the pro- 
tection of Sir Edward and his family; ſhe 
was naturally of à chearful diſpoſition, 
ſenfibly alive to every emotion of the 
heart; ſhe ſmiled with the happy, re- 
joiced with the good, and with the un- 
fortunate ſhed the tear of compaſſion; 
nor did this ſenſibility exiſt alone when 
the objects were preſent; her heart par- 
ticipated in every ſorrow; and if ever ſhe 
regretted her dependant fituation, it was 
when her feelings were wounded by the 
ſight of thoſe miſeries which, the little 
ſhe 
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ſhe had to beſtow, was not ſufficient to 
relieve. * 


Lady Eldwin's health was ſo indiffe- 
rent as to render the journey to London 
unadviſable; all thoughts of it for the 
preſent were therefore given up, and 


Eaſt-Cliff conſidered as the ſummer reſi- 


dence. 


Mrs. Summers's father was to enter 
his eighty-ſixth year on the 19th of 


June ; and, as was the annual cuſtom, 


the pariſhioners on that day aſſembled at 


the rectory, to celebrate the good man's 


birth-day. Ethelind and Angelina were 
engaged to be of the party, the former 
being confined with a cold, was, much 
againſt her inclination, prevented from 
going; and the latter, as was her uſual 


cuſtom, went early in the morning to 


{pong a long day. 


The weather, as often at that ſeaſon 
of the year, was very ſultry, and before 
ſhe had walked a mile from the houſe, 
the TY clouds portended a heavy 

ſtorm 
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ſtorm. Alarmed by the ſudden darkneſs 
of the air, ſhe quickened her ſteps. It 
was on a common, where, the only ſhel- 
ter that offered, was a ſolitary tree; this 
ſhe luckily reached before the rain be- 


gan, Too long accuſtomed to ſuch ex- 


poſures to feel any idle or unneceſſary 


fears, ſhe patiently remained there, ex- 


pecting every moment it would be ſuc- 
ceeded by thunder, the rain continuing 
to beat with increaſing violence. In this 
fituation ſhe ſtood ſometime, when fhe 


was ſuddenly ſurpriſed by a terrier, who 
darted from the winding of the road, 


and ſeating himſelf at her feet, continued 


to bark for the ſpace of two or three mi- 


nutes unceaſingly. 


Struck by N ſo unuſual, 


the looked round to diſcover the cauſe, 
when ſhe perceived a gentleman on horſe- 
back, who, riding with great rapidity, 


immediately followed the dog, and fought 


the ſame ſhelter from the. lorm as An- 


* 


—_— had. 
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Perhaps 
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Perhaps ſhe never looked more beau- 
tiful than at this moment; there was a 


glow on her countenance that animated 


it beyond its uſual lovelineſs; her dreſs 


was always diſtinguiſhed by elegant ſim- 


plicity, and now it was more than uſually 
ſo, in honour of the day. | 


ee This is a very violent ſtorm,” ſaid 
the ſtranger ; ** it came on quite unex- 
Ons N 


« It did indeed, Sir,” ſhe anſwered, 


| fomewhat relieved by the fight of a hu- 


man being. 


A pauſe then enſued, when he inter- 
rupted it, by ſaying, I am diſtreſſed, 
madam, to ſee you thus expoſed ; your 
dreſs is ill calculated to withſtand this 


torrent of rain,”” for it had begun now 


to penetrate through the ſhade of the 
tree. Vaulting from his horſe, and 


throwing off a travelling coat which he 


wore, he inſiſted on her wrapping her- 
ſelf in it with ſo much good nature and 
politeneſs, that, to have refuied, would 

but 


+, 559 
get 
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out have been an affectation of . 
'or, without it, ſhe muſt have been wet 
through. 


« Tam thinking,” ſaid he, as he ſtood 
to prevent the rain beating in her face, 
« that we are much indebted to this oak 


for the protection it offers, as I ſee no 
other ſhelter near us; it puts me in mind 


of thoſe characters in life, whoſe virtues 
are only known to the unfortunate; for, 
had the ſun ſhone, we ſhould have paſſed 
it in contempt, or neglect, or perhaps 
even condemned it for its irregular 
growth, but, in the ſtorm and the tem- 
peſt, we are glad to ſeek its protection.“ 


Angelina, forcibly ſtruck by the ad- 
dreſs of her new acquaintance, perceived, 
as ſhe raiſed her eyes to anſwer him, that 
he was a young man more than com- 
monly elegant in his appearance. 


. They talked of the country, and the 


beauty of the ſurrounding ſcene; and ſhe 
concluded, by his converſation, that he 
was travelling through Wales. 
| « I hope 
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« ] hope you have not far to go, 

Madam,” ſaid he; “ but I am half 

afraid that, at all events, you will take 
cold. . 


Angelina thanked him, and aſſured 
him there was no danger, as the coat 
would act as a pre ventative. 


wy If it Moat * he returned, © I ſhall 
always think myſelf fortunate, as it was 
by mere accident I put it on; but, tra- 
velling through the night air, I thought 
I ſhould want it; otherwiſe, at this ſea- 
ſon of the year, it is ſeldom found uſe- 
ful.” The clouds now began to ſepa- 
rate, and the rain was much abated. — 
« Will you give me leave, Madam,” 
ſaid her new acquaintance, © to ſeek 
your friends, and procure you ſome 
conveyance home? otherwiſe, you will 
certainly feel the ill effects of the weather, 


as the fields are already almoſt inun- 
dated.“ 


She thanked him for his polite offer, 
but declined accepting it, aſſuring him 
E there 
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there was no danger, as ſhe accuſtomed 
herſelf to walk out in all kinds of weather. 
The ſtorm being now over, they ſepa- 
rated, but not till the ſtranger had per- 
ſuaded her to take the road home, for 
fear of another ſhower. —She ſaw him 
turn repeatedly on his horſe, till ſhe 
reached the hill that led to the rectory ; 
then waving his hat, as a laſt adieu, and 
ſpurring his horſe, he was immediately 
out of ſight. 


What a difference, thought Angelina, 
there is in young men !—Mr, Eldwin 
would have ſeen a ſtranger beat to pieces 
with the rain before he would have of- 
fered them any aſſiſtance ; or, if he had, 
it would have been in a manner that 
would have implied how much he 
thought them obliged by his condeſcen- 
ſion : Then, how different this ſtranger! 
There was ſo much unaffected politeneſs 
in his manners, without that fulſome 
gallantry which, to a delicate and ſen- 
ſible mind, is painful and diſguſting, 
that ſhe could not help regretting the im- 
probability of their ever meeting again. 

g CHAP. V. 
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CHAP. v. 


LEASED with the rencontre, ſhe was 
in high ſpirits when ſhe reached the 


_ rectory, where, to her utter aſtoniſhment, 


young Mr. Eldwin was anxiouſly waiting 


to receive her; and, when ſhe entered 


the gate of the lawn, expreſſed himſelf 
in terms more lively than ſhe had ever 
heard him before. | 


I am glad you are come, my love,“ 
faid Mrs. Summers; „ we have all been 
anxiouſly expecting you ; as for Charles, 
he has been running the village over ; 


but I ſee you have been ſheltered.” She 


related what had paſſed; and Mr. Eld- 
win, ſmiling in her face, ſaid, “ the 
ſtranger was a happy man.“ 5 


n E 2 Ange- 
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Angelina, at that moment, would have 
felt much more eaſy, if Mr. Eldwin had 
behaved with his uſual indifference ; for 
there 1s not a ſenſation, that an ingenu- 
_ ous mind is more ſenſibly alive to, than 
that which ariſes from an ill-founded 
prejudice : when a character, that we 
have decided againſt, riſes ſuperior to 
the judgment we have formed, every 
kind word that is uttered reproaches us 
for:the illiberal ts | | 


She bluiked, for ſhe knew not what to 
ſay, till he requeſted her (but not with- 
cout a little of his uſual pompoſity) to 
favour him with her hand for the even- 
ing, as he would join in the dance; ſhe 
felt happy in this opportunity to oblige 
him, and very willingly conſented ; he 
took his leave, and promiſed to attend 
with great punctuality : the company, 
expected to dine, conſiſted of all the 
principal inhabitants of the place; every 
face wore a ſmile of pleaſure, except 
Miſs Summers', whoſe countenance be- 
ped affected tranquillity. 


Ange- 
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Angelina and Lucy were amuſing 
themſelves at the harpſichord beforeithe 
company came; the latter, at the old 
gentleman's requeſt, attempted to fing; 
her voice faultered, and ſhe involuntarily 
ſtopped. | 


« Lucy,” ſaid her grandfather, © what 
is the matter, my love? you are out of 
ſpirits ; be chearful 70-day, my child, 
for perhaps it is the laſt time you _ 
celebrate mn? 


Lucy made no reply, but haſtily quit- 
ted the room. 


„ Sweet child,“ ſaid the old man, as 
ſhe ſhut the door, 80 thy nature is too ſoft, 


and thy heart is too tender; and, if thy 


aged grandfather feels a pang in leaving 
this world, it is for the fate of his Lucy.“ 


There was a magnetic quality in tears, 


that always attracted Angelina's, and ſhe 
followed Lucy to hide her emotion; the 
latter was ſtanding in the library, with 


her ſtreaming eyes fixed on the Poreinit 
of her father. 


E ** | 25 1 
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„ Lucy, what is the matter?“ ſaid 

Angelina; © you are not well, or elle 

you are not happy.“ | 


« I ought to be,” ſhe cried, burſting 


into freſh tears; but I am a weak crea- 


ture, and not worthy this tenderneſs, 


Miſs Aubrey; my heart is too weak to 
reſiſt even imaginary woe; and on theſe 
days the image of my dear father is always 
before me.“ *© Indeed, my Lucy, you 
muſt not give way to theſe emotions,“ 
faid Angelina. 


«I know it is wrong,“ ſhe returned; 


« and I would conquer it if I could, on 
my beloved mother's account, who now 
claims all my duty and affection : but 
indeed I could not help it; for, when I 
recollected how often 1 had ſung that 


ſong to my loved father, and how often 


he had liſtened with partial delight to it, 


my heart ſwelled at the remembrance, 


and I could go on no farther ; and when 
J look at my grandfather, and recollect 
a few ſhort years muſt, in the courſe of 


nature, take him away, my heart is ready 
; to 
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to burſt; and my mother has very bad 
health. Oh, Miſs Aubrey! ſhall Jever 
live to know ſhe too has fled from her 


Lucy? The thought is agony! For who 
will then behold this weakneſs with 
' tenderneſs ?—or in whoſe boſom ſhall 


Lucy repoſe every thought of her heart? 
I know you will call me weak, and fo I 
am ; and ſo I ever ſhall be, till I ceaſe 
to exiſt,”” | 


Angelina would have endeavoured to 
convince her how neceſſary to happi- 
neſs, is the ſubduing ſuch painful re- 
flections, as a duty we owe to ourſelves, 
and as a far greater that we owe to our 
Maker; but her boſom had caught the 
infection, and ſhe could not utter one 


word.—At that inſtant Mrs. Summers 
entered. | 


* What are you girls goſſiping about?” 
ſhe cheerfully aſked. 


Lucy flew out of the room to hide her 
emotion, but. Angelina's countenance 
E4 plainly 
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plainly evinced ſomething had been the 
matter. 


e You are in tears, Miſs hrs; I 
will not aſk the cauſe, I know it too 
well ; you have been weeping with Lucy. 
Unhappy child ! for, with a heart im- 
preſſed with every virtue, there is a 
weakneſs in her diſpoſition that diſtreſſes 
me beyond meaſure, and I fear it is too 
much in her nature ever to be conquered, 
It appears, within theſe few months, 
much increaſed ; and, I fear, her heart 
is not quite ſo ſafe as ſhe imagines. — 
Charles does not behave ſo well as I could 
wiſh; I fear he perceives ſhe 1s fond of 
him, and takes advantage of it, by 
trifling with her feelings ; and ſhe has 
been fo uſed to be treated with the 
fondeſt affection, that the leaſt indiffe- 
rence pains her.. 


4c Shewas an only child, and the idol of 
her poor father, who never ſaw one fault 
in her; and I always feared, from her 


natural turn of mind, what would enſue. 
You, 
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Lou, my dear, are moſt likely to learn 
the true ſtate of her heart, for ſhe will 
bluſh to own that to her mother, which, 
I am ſure, the conſiders as her greateſt 
weakneſs. 


Mr. Willmot entering, put an end to 
the converſation, and they returned tothe 
drawing- room; the evening was ſpent 
very cheerfully ; Lucy affected a gaiety 

ſhe did not poſſeſs; and Mr. Eldwin re- 
turned to claim the hand of Angelina, 
but he could not help hinting how much 
he condeſcended. He frequently ob- 
ſer ved, that dancing never afforded him 
any amuſement; there was ſomething fo 
childiſh in it; yet, no entreaties could 
prevail on him to relinquiſh his fair 
partner. They did not break up till a 
very late hour; and Mrs. Summers in- 
ſiſted on Angelina's ſleeping at the rec- 
tory ; this was agreed on, and Mr. Eld- 


win promiſed to make an at the 
: Caſtle, 


Weg 
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CHAP. VI. 


- NGELINA remained at the rectory 
upwards of a week, as the ſtorm, 
with all her precaution, had produced 
the conſequent evil; and, from that 
time, ſhe had been confined with a cold 
and — fever. 


Mr. Eldwin, 10 eeldom viſited there, 
now wiſely contrived to purchaſe a horſe 
of young Willmot, and ſcarce a day paſ- 
fed but he Called to talk of it. 


One evening, a after Adin had left 
1 chamber, he came to eſcort his ſiſter, 
who had been ſpending the day at the 

rectory, when Mr. Willmot exclaimed 
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] do not know what would have be- 
come of Mr. Eldwin, Miſs Aubrey, if 
you had continued much longer indiſ- 
poſed.”” 


She felt uneaſy, and coloured deeply, 
as Mr. Eldwin returned in his uſual ſtiff 
manner. | 


« Miſs Aubrey is not at all indebted 


to me, Sir, for the inquiries I have ſo 
conſtantly made, as they have been. 
| 29 to oblige my father.“ 


* And yourſelf, too, Sir,” ſaid Will-. 


mot, or I am no Judge of you feel= 
* ag 


«© There, brother,” cried Ethelind ; 
«« did not I tell you this morning, that 
all the old Latin and Greek books would 


ſoon be out of favour? And after all 


your logical diſcuſſions, and your philo- 
ſophical arguments, your heart would at 
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Eldwin; © when women begin to give 


« Peace, peace,“ ſaid the ſtoical Mr. 


their opinions, you might as well talk 
to parrots, for all they ſay is merely by 
note,” 


e And a few technical terms, and ſci- 


entific phraſes,” ſaid Willmot, © are 


often found the flight baſis on which 


ſome epgoti/ts paſs upon thoſe, who are 


not wary of the deception, for men of 
the moſt enlarged underſtanding.” 


Mr. Eldwin did not feel this retort ; 
but, turning to Willmot, continued | 
I preſume, Sir, you are not acquainted 
with my ſentiments, or you would have 
known that no incident on earth has ever 
any effect on me; I am out of the reach 
of every thing that inſpires pleaſure or 
pain; except,“ ſaid Ethelind, archly, 


When you are contradicted, and then 


I believe no one feels more acutely.” 


“ Your flippancy, Miſs Fldwin, is 
intolerable ;** darting on her a look 
1 which 


* 
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which proved the truth of what he ſaid; 
« and I beg I may not be interrupted, 
when I declare to that gentleman the 
philoſophical principles I have adopt- 
ed.'!—And then, in his uſual conſe- 
quential ſtile, with an idea he was im- 
preſſing the minds of all preſent with his 
vaſt underſtanding, he proceeded to con- 
vince them of his great difdain of the 
world. In the midſt of this harangue, 
in which Latin and Greek were ſo often 
blended that it was difficult to under- 
| ſtand what he meant, he was interrupted 
by Mr. Wallpole, an old gentleman who 
viſited at the rectory, and was then play- 

ing backgammon with Mrs. Summers's 

father, and who had appeared too much 
intereſted in the game to hear what was 
paſſing, when, lifting his ſpectacles from 
his noſe, as in the other hand he held 
the dice-box, he exclaimed, © fine talk- 
ing, young gentleman; you area young 
philoſopher! a very: young nnn 
indeed!“ 


That may be, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Eld- 
win, © but Iam very competent to judge, 


and 
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and ſufficiently qualified to reaſon ; and 
it is a character I am determined to ſup- 
: port.” | 


„ Granted, granted,” ſaid the old 
gentleman, with affected gravity ; „your 
long acquaintance with the world, and 
the difficulties you muſt in that time have 
encountered, render you very competent 
to judge, at leaſt of the practical part : 
But pray, Sir, for I do not entirely com- 


prehend you, on what principles do you 


eſtabliſh the character : "<a 


* Mr. Eldwin was by no means diſpleaſed 
to convince them of his contempt of the 
world; and, aſſuming an air of vaſt im- 
portance, (for he concluded he was re- 


plying to one who was ignorant of what 


the word meant), he continued, *I con- 
Fider the bulk of mankind as idle triflers, 


Teſting their happineſs on the purſuits 
of thoſe objects W N are derogatory to 


the dignity of man.“ 


* Umph,” ſaid the old gentleman, 


throwing down the dice-box, and look- 
= ing 
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ing meaningly in the young man's face 
as he continued 9 


«] contemplate thoſe with a mixture 
of pity and contempt, who are daily 
drawing on themſelves evils which, by 
an exertion of reaſon, every man has 
power to reſiſt; and I have fortified my 
mind againſt theſe puerilities, by culti- 
vating ſuch a diſdain of the world, as to 
be neither elevated by pleaſure, enervated 
by enjoyment, or depreſſed by mĩsfor- 
tune; and this is What I call the baſis of 
philoſophy. * 


« Your thinking ſo, young man, does 
not prove that it is ſo,”* ſaid the old 
gentleman, gravely; nor do you and I 
agree at all in our opinions; for all that 
I have deduced from the character you 
have repreſented, is, that inſtead of the 
wiſdom and virtues that characteriſe the . 
philoſopher, you have ſhewn nothing 
but the groſſer e which n 
the man. 
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„ . This, ſingularity you boaſt of, is 
pride - pride of intellectual endow- 
ment. You acknowledge yourſelf free 
from vice and virtue: that contraditts 
reaſon ; for, being without the one, you 
muſt; neceſſarily, become ſubject to the 
other; and whilſt you ſacrifice every 
ſocia] tie, every moral law, to procure 
1 yourſelf what you call happineſs, you 
are laying the foundation of much future 
miſery. I am an old man, and ſpeak 
from experience let this have ſome 
weight with you; and, inſtead of culti- 
vating a contempt for the world, culti- 
vate that ſort of eſteem for it as will ren- 
der you an Wett deſerving its pope.” by 
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This was new language to Mr. Eld- 
win, and he liſtened with that ſort of 
look that implied a determination not to 
believe any thing the old gentleman ad- 
vanced. 


E 
EY 


8 2 
2 S 2662.25 2 
> rr 3 


4 You do not ſeem to credit what I 
fay, young man,” continued he ear- 
neftly. =o 
Le Aſk 
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Aſk your own heart, if all men were 
to act as you do, what would become of 
that ſocial order which unites man to 
man ?—Depend upon it, it is a groſs 
abuſe of the power given us, when we 
determine to a& contrary to the law of 
Nature; for, much as you deſpiſe thoſe 
purſuits which lead to the gratification 
of innocent pleaſure, you will ſooner or 
later find, that unleſs the mind has 
ſomething to incite it to action, or ſome- 
thing to attach it, it will fink, wearied 
with its own retroſpection, to that ſtate 
of apathy which will render you miſera- 
ble in yourſelf, and a burden to ſociety.“ 


And then the old man, putting on his 
ſpectacles, turned to the table and con- 
tinued his game, without once obſerving 
what effect it had on his auditor. 


Mr. Eldwin was determined to appear 
compoſed, though he ſecretly acknow- 
ledged to himſelf there was ſome truth 
in what. had been advanced, yet not 
ſufficient to prove the fallacy of his ar- 


 gument, All his reſolutions, till now, 


had 
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-had been applauded ; he had been held 


up as a pattern to youth ; and his prin- 
ciples, ſtiled a phenomenon ; and this 
Philoſophical gentleman could ill brook, 
from a ſtranger, ſuch ſevere truths. Had 


the converſation been confined to them- 
ſelves, it would not have given him a 


moment's concern; for, though he could 


not be convinced that his conduct was 
erroneous, ſtill he had not been able to 
confute the old gentleman ; and he now 
conſidered he ſhould loſe half his conſe- 


quence with thoſe preſent. 


Angry with his ſiſter, offended by the 


old gentleman's freedom, and out of hu- 


amour with himſelf, he returned to the 
caſtle, ſecretly determined never, on any 
occaſion, to viſit the rectory more. 


The old gentleman obſerved, as ſoon 
as he left the room, that he had no 


patience with ſuch D _ 


_ 


Mrs. W 44. 5 be had many 


good qualities, though he was certainly 


very 
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* 


very conceited ; but ſhe believed it was 


more owing to the errors of education, 
than to thoſe of the heart.”? 


I do not know that, madam,” re- 
plied his antagoniſt ; ** it argues much 


againſt the goodneſs of that heart which 
deprec iates others' worth to exalt its own; 


and this boy, (for I cannot call him anv 
thing elſe), laying down rules for his 
conduct, in the full aſſurance of his abi- 
lity to abide by them, is, in my idea, 


preſuming too much; is it not, Charles?“ 


turning to Mr. Willmot ; “you are a 
parſon, boy; give us your opinion.“ 
„ Why, I think, my dear Sir, as you 
do—that ſuch rules as thoſe, were they 


_ practiſed by the bulk of mankind, would 
wholly pervert ſocial order ; but, as they 


are only confined to individuals, they 
are no more offenſive than as they reny 
der the poſſeſſor uncomfortable in him- 

ſelf. 5 | Fats” 


* Surely every man has a right to en- 
tertain his opinion; and, according to his 
. oon 
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own idea of happineſs, to purſue it, Pro- 
vided it is conſiſtent with virtue. If he 
ſteps beyond the bounds which reafon 
preſcribes, his actions become criminal, 
and he then ought to receive the cler 
of every good man; but, in the caſe al- 
luded to, I muſt veg talvi to differ, as 
J think Mr. Eldwin claſſes among thoſe 


Who are only found their own enemies.“ 


« Phaw,” ſaid the old gentleman, 
© that is juſt the language of the world; 
and ſo you can ſee a fellow- creature at 


the edge of a precipice without appriſing 
him of his danger, becauſe, truly, if he 


falls, he only hurts himſelf. I thought 
you had been a better chriſtian ; he 18 a 


young man, and I think it the duty of 


thoſe, who are more experienced, to ad- 
moniſh-him of the evils impending. It 
is very true, he may eſcape them; but 
the chance is much againſt him; and my 


Philoſophy is this—of two evils choofe 


the leaſt; and I own I am too much in- 


tereſted for the fate of my tellow-crea- 
tures to . ſacrifice truth to polireneſs. 


Perhaps the young gentleman may call 


=—_ me 


c 
. 8 


= o 
> 22 
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me an impertinent old fellow for my of- 
ficiouſneſs, as it is not in human nature 

to love rebukes; be that as it may, I can 
feel myſelf juſtified without his appro- 
bation. 


« But it is growing late,” taking out 
his watch; © and I have exceeded my 
uſual hour; and you know I am a little 
particular. I will wiſh you good night; 
and remember, Mr. Willmot, we will 
finiſh our argument another time;*” then 
ſhaking hands with the parſon, he con- 
tinued, * preach a ſermon next Sunday, 
my boy, on the duty of man to his neigh- 
bour ; and mind that you prove the truth 
of what I have ſaid; do you hear?“ he 
cried, © do not forget it,” as he went 


out at the gate. 


CHAP. VII, 


2 — 
——— ——T—T—T—T—— 
T CCI”. x === — 


— —— — — — — 
————— . ——ů ů —ů 2 — — — — — 
—— — — —ä——— —— — ͤ ꝓö ù[imn:.ͥ — — — — — — — 


— — — 


ES En oe Dans ———— 


P 
—— <p — 


— 
— 


FT = 
R 


F rb . A ˙· A v — 


; — AA 3 * 
2 | — — => — 
— er mu mr = ¶ ü —— ———ä 


IT Fr 7-0 
_ — 

— — 
>” 


2» Lowe co a Ay 3 on wer of gn EIS = pee ge 822 — r 1 = I ß 
— MESS — 2 — — LE 2 "+: "© ES — oy ET CD ENTS = a — — = — SE eg * . — ; — - 5 A = 
C E ee urn SOLE EE OS == RED ů — ; — EE wands = == - IS 
M05 2 . * 222 521 A Er id 1 $I EIFS E 1 — s 7 2 * - ; - 5 — F : © AP 4 * — 
* 2 * . hr a I, — 4 — 2 * — ant — 6 ho — od — 
* 2 44 5 SE 4. xs 4 af P 2 - 
„ ECD . 2 — — = 


4 
— 
— — 


—— 
f 3 — 


2 


morning while they were at work, the 


their ne it. 


fat ſome minutes filent, wiſhing, yet 
fearing, to aſk any more queſtions,— 
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CHAP. VII. 


NGELINA remained a few days 
longer at the rectory ; and, one 


converſation turned on the family at 
Eaſt-Cliff, when that lady related the 
circumſtance of the picture, adding ſhe 
was very curious to know the cauſe of 


No * FEY any really : and Angelina 


At length, ſhe ventured to inquire if 
the Earl of Treclanna had ever any chil- 
dren ; but ſhe had ſoon reaſon to repent 
the queſtion ; for Mrs. Summers, unable 
to conceal the emotion it had raiſed, laid 
4 0 LS 5 down 
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down her work, and immediately quitted 
the room, without ſatisfying the interro- 
gation. | 


« Good heavens, Lucy! what have J 
ſaid to diſtreſs Mrs, Summers? Did you 
_ obſerve your mother's embarraſſment ?”? 


«© J did, indeed, Miſs Aubrey, but I 
am as ignorant of the cauſe as you 
are; my mother is always thus affected 
whenever the ſubject is the caftle ; and it 
was with great difficulty my grandfather 
perſuaded her to viſit it when Sir Ed- 
ward and the family arrived. I dare ſay 
you always obſerve her particularly grave 
whenever we are there. Once I thought 
it was becauſe ſhe did not like Lady 
Eldwin, who always behaves with ſo 
much haughtineſs, that it is impoſſible 
to reſpect her; I am ſure cannot : par- 
don me for ſpeaking ſo freely, my dear 
Miſs Aubrey; but you are not blind, I 
am certain, (any more than your friends) 
to her imperfections,” 


Angelina 


5 
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Angelina coloured—ſhe was vexed ; 
for though ſhe ſaw all her Ladyſhip's 
failings, ſhe did not with others to no- 
tice them. Lucy continued; and I am 
quite at a loſs to gueſs the reaſon, for J 
am certain there was never any connec- 
tion between the two families. 


My grandfather was the illegitimate 
ſon of a man of great rank; but the law 
preventing him from ſucceeding to the 
title and eſtate, he was left, on his 
father's death, to depend entirely on- his 
own abilities, a trifling legacy only hav- 
ing been bequeathed to him, with a ſmall 
living in Devonſhire, when the late Earl 
of Treclanna, with whom he had formed 
a ſteady friendſhip at the Univerſity, 
coming ſoon after to this caſtle, pre- 
ſented my grandfather with the living of 
Eaſt-Cliff. 


8 ifrer which, the latter married a 
lady of noble family and good fortune, 
whoſe virtues diſtinguiſhed her as one of 
the moſt amiable women ; by her he had 


a ſon and two daughters, and my grand- 
father 
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father had the misfortune to loſe this va- 
liable woman when his children were at 
an age that moſt required her maternal 


care, — for my mother was but ſeventeen, 


and her ſiſter two years younger :—her 
brother was the eldeft, and a young man 
that promiſed to realize all the fond hopes 


of a doating father, —My grand-father's 


whole time, after the death of his wife, 


was dedicated to the education of his 


children : he taught them to behold each 


other with the pureſt affection, and 
ſtrengthened the tie that bound them 


by his own impartial love I have 


heard my mother fay, that, excluſive of 


the alloy inſeparable from human hap- 


pineſs (in the loſs of the beſt of mothers), 


they lived in the moſt perfect 1. and 
peace. 


Rut it was ſhort- lived for the even- 
ing of the day on which my uncle came 
of age opened his paſſage to eternity! 
In going down the river on a party of 


pleaſure, he unluckily fel! overboard. 


Every poſſible means were uſed for his 
Vor. 8 F 


reco- 
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recovery, but in vain, and he was brought 
home to the rectory a corpſe. 


6 It was a long time before my grand- 


father recovered the ſhock it occaſioned, 
though I have heard my mother ſay, he 
was never heard to murmur or repine ; 


and would frequently chide thoſe gently 


who. regretted, in terms of complaint, 
his ſon's early and ſudden death. He is 
gone, my friends,” he would-ſay, © where 
the miſeries of mortality are unknown; 
—he is gone to partake of that peace, 
which is offered as a reward of the juſt ; 
and though the nature of man is ſen- 


ſibly alive to the acute feelings, which 
the death of a beloved obje& muſt in- 
flict, yet, believe me, were it poſſible, 


by complaints, to reſtore him again to 


my arms, not a wiſh to recall him ſhould 
eſcape my lips.—It is true he might have 


lived to be a friend to his ſiſters, when I 
am no more ;—but he might alſo have liv- 
ed to experience the pangs I now feel; 
aggravated ſtill more by the miſeries and 
calamities human nature is ever incident 


to in its ä ſtate —And ſhall ſuch 
ſelfiſh 


JAE 
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ſelfiſh wifhes cloud the happineſs that is 
ſtilt in ſtore for me No! There are 
other claims on my affections; and He 
who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, will, 


1 truſt, accept this reſignation to His will 


as the > pureſt offering * y 


« Some time aur this my mother mar- 


ried—it was a'metch of mutual affection. 


Many people blamed my grand-father, as 


my father was then only rector of a ſmall 


living near Bath, and it was conſidered 


by no means equal to my mother's ex- 
pectations. 


„ But my grand-father would ſay 

— If my daughter can make herſelf 
happy without the luxuries ſhe has never 
been uſed to, why ſhould I, by ſtarting 


objections, render her, perhaps, for ever 


miſerable 12 


« My aunt, I believe, at this time died; 


but it will appear ſtrange, when I tell 
you that I never heard any of the family 
mention her name but once, and that 
was one day after you had called at the 


F 2 rectory; 
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rectory; for, on your leaving us, my 


mother ſaid ſhe had never beheld a 


countenance ſo intereſting as your's, or a 
more beautiful young creature in her 
life.—© Ah! poor child,” ſaid my grand- 
father, with a ſigh, «ſhe is not the hap- 
pier for that. Your ſiſter was very beau- 
tiful. My mother looked uneaſy, and 
Immediately changed the diſcourſe.—But 
this is digreſſing, Mifs Aubrey, from my 


ſtory. The former, as ſoon as my mother 


married, reſigned the living of Eaſt-Cliff 
to my dear father, finding himſelf inca- 


pacitated from performing the duties of 


his holy function, which the former en- 
Joyed till within theſe eighteen months 
in almoſt perfect happineſs—if mutual 
affection, and parental love, with the re- 


ſpect of all who knew him, could render 


him ſo. I will paſs over that awful pe- 
riod, for it recurs at this moment with 
the moſt painful re collection. Oh! my 
dear Mifs Aubrey, may you never ex- 


perience the pangs attending the ſepa- 


ration from a beloved parent But I will 
not wound your feelings. with the awful 
ſcene preceding his death. My dear 

mother 
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mother ſupported herſelf better than we 
expected; but ſhe will never regain her 
wonted chearfulneſs - Charles Wilmot 
was with us, and, by his affectionate at- 
tention to my mother, rendered him- 
ſelf, toto I meant tg ſay, he ſettled 
all the affairs, as my grand- father was 
not able. He was brought up under my 
father from a child, and has always lived 
at the rectory.— And now you are as 
well acquainted with our family hiſtory 
as myſelf; but I am afraid I have treſ- 
r on 0b e | 


" Not at all, my dear girl ; on the con- 
trary, you have gratified me very much :— ' 
but tell me, Lucy, does it end here, or 
does the rectorſhip go out of the family?“ 


Lucy coloured, but continued her work 
without faying a. word. 


of Do not think me ee for, 
believe me, a wiſh to be acquainted with 
your ſentiments is inſpired by the intereſt 
1 feel for your happineſs. Now, tell me, 
Lucy, is Mr. Wilmot quite indifferent; oy 


E SI; That 
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* That is a queſtion, Miſs Aubrey,” 
taid Lucy, © that I dare not aſk my own 
heart; but, to be ingenuous with you, 
I am afraid he is not : yet I do not be- 
heve my happineſs depends entirely upon 
him either. We were brought up to- 
gether from children; you may, therefore, 
fuppoſe I muſt have a friendſhip for him,“ 


The Platonic ſyſtem is a dangerous 
one, Lucy,” faid Angelina, with a ſmile ; 
* and the heart never more in danger, 
than when it thinks itſelf moſt ſecure.— 
l remember Mrs, Beverley uſed to ſay ſo.” 


hers 


Was Mrs. Beverley your mother, 
Miſs Aubrey ?”—This queſtion brought 
the recollection of what Angelina had 
ſaid—She had broken the promiſe given 
to Sir Edward, though unintentionally— 
She heſfitated—when Lucy, obſerving her 
confuſion, continued to talk of young 
Wilmot—< He has always behaved to 
me as a brother, and I have not the leaſt 
reaſon to ſuppoſe he ever thought of me 
in any other light than as a relation ; 
and ſometimes I am very angry with 
myſelf 
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myſelf for having the vanity to ſuppoſe 
he will ever love me more than he now 
does; for, when I 100k at others, I cannot 
but feel my own imperfections; and it is 
the recollection of theſe that often makes 
me behave ſo fooliſhly : but, I am deter- 
mined, whatever I feel, he ſhall never 
have to triumph over my weakneſs.”— 
Lucy's countenance ſpoke her feelings 
more forcibly than the moſt emphatic 
language, ——* Do not tell my mother 
what I have ſaid,” ſhe continued; “ for, 
though I would not keep any thing' a 
ſecret from her for the world, yet you 
know if I was to tell her I loved Charles, 
what would ſhe think of me?—And, I 
aſſure you (you may imagine what you 
pleaſe), it is nothing but eſteem J feel 
for him; for not any thing would give 
me ſo much pleaſure as to hear he was 
married, provided he could be as happy 
as he deſerves. —Is—is—there—any one 
you think he pays particular attention 
to fe ſaid Lucy, with much confuſion. 


W Newdndeeddf there is, I have not 
obſerved it ;—but why do you aſk me?” 
aid Angelina, h 


© > | 2 Nay, 
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« N: ay, I do not know,” the returned— 
0 I may be miſtaken ;—to be ſure he goes 
very often to Sir Edward' s—though it is 
nothing to me you know. hope, how- 
ever, Miſs Eldwin ” She pauſed, in 
hopes Angelina would anticipate what 
ſhe withed to ſay—but, finding her ſilent, 
ſhe continued to expreſs her tears that 
Et thelind was the attraction. 


Angelina did not require any farther 
proof to convince her how much Lucy's 
heart was intereſted in Charles's hap- 
pineſs, and would have been heartily 
glad to have encouraged her, if her own 
obſervations on his conduct had not con- 
vinced her there was no pfobability of 
his returning it; and though Angelina 
did not chuſe to ſay fo, ſhe knew 
enough of Lady Eldwin, and Sir Ed- 
ward's diſpoſition, to convince her that 
Ethelind's eſtabliſhment in life was 
conſidered as the future aggrandiſement 
af the family.—The very idea of Ethe- 
lind's marrving a country parſon would 
have been held in contempt, even ſup- 


poling her happineſs depended on it; 


and 
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and ſhe aſſured Lucy that was almoſt 
impoſſible, as ſhe underſtood from the 
family her couſin was already engaged 
to a young man of great fortune, who 


was expected daily at Eaſt-Cliff. 
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HAP. VIII. 


was now to return to the caſtle, and 
with great reluctance parted from her 


amiable friends. — The regret was mu— 
tual; for Mrs. Summers. and Lucy ex- 


preſſed the utmoſt concern at her leaving 


them. On her paſſing the ſpot which 
had ſheltered her from the ſtorm, the re- 


eollection of the ſtranger and his polite- 


neſs naturally recurred to her memory. 


She ſtopped. involuntarily to look at it; 


and recollecting the ſimile he had uſed, 


by comparing it to the friend of the un- 


fortunate— at that moment ſhe felt ſuch 


a veneration for the poor old oak, that 


the idea of its ever being rooted up gave 


a pang to her heart, which ſtoiciſm might 
call a weakneſs ;. but, if it were ſo, it is 
a weakneſs that thouſands have evinced: 


N GELINA, after having ſpent * 


few more days at the rectory, 


for when the mind: is ſoftened by gra- 
: * | titude, | 
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titude, even inanimate objects will ex- 


eite thoſe affections; and the force of 


nature 1s not to be reſiſted. 


She was now revolving in her mind 
all the ſtranger had ſaid to her his man- 
ners were eaſy and polite, and ſhe con- 
eluded, from his addreſs, he was no in- 


ferior perſon. This was the ſubject of 


her thoughts when the voice of Mr. 
Eldwin ſtartled her.“ Angelina,” he ex- 
claimed, © I could almoſt fancy, from the 
expreſſion of your countenance, you were 
tinhing. Now, as there is fomething; 
ſo novel for a lady's exereiſing the fend 
of thought, I ſhould like to know the 
ſubject of your's probably they were en- 
gaged in fancying a new cap—or in 
ſtudying what. colour was moſt becom-- 
ing ;—was it not ſo, my fair couſin?“ 

taking her hand, and looking fame 


in ie face.. 


She was provoked at his addreſſing her- 
ſo rudely; and, drawing away her hand, 


replied—“ Severity of opinion, Mr. Eld- 


win, is . formed from nice ob- 
FE 6 ſeryation; 
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ſervation ; and, if I gueſs right, you would 
not be: pleaſed if I were to prove your's 


totally groundleſs.“ 


% Heyday -I wiſh you are not quite 
in heroics this morning—Why this is 
in the very ſtrain of my liſter ; but, as you 
don't chuſe to tell me, I will not teaze 
vou; though you need not have been 
afraid, for I never expect a Minerva in 
the perſon of Venus! But, come—let 
us walk“ —offering his arm—* Ethe- 
lind has been very impatient for your 
icturn—or, at leaſt, ſhe affects to be ſo, 
I told her this morning, it was only to 


make herſelf particular, as it was impoſ- 


fible for one lady to be ſo fond of another ; 
particularly when beauty 1s in the way 
-—and the luſtre of your eyes, Angelina, 
would eclipſe the whole world, if you 
had not the advantage of any other per- 
ſonal attra&tion.” 

« You are very ſevere on our ſex, Mr. 
Eldwin,” ſaid An gelina, without noticing 


the latter part of his ſpeech. 


ce There 
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There you are miſtaken,” he cried— 
« Oh, no—far otherwiſe I know the 
weakneſs of your NATURE too well to 
condemn where J ought to pity.—lt is 
not your fault, but he? „ that has be- 
ſtowed on you ſo ſmall a ſhare of intel- 
lectual endowment.” 


Pardon * Mr. Eldwin—ſhould it 
not rather excite your envy than pity ?!— 
for where ſuperior intellects are given, 


ſuperior actions and ſentiments are ex- 


pected.” 


e To be ſure, my dear, they are the 
natural conſequences produced by ſupe- 
rior abilities—What a ſtrange obſerva- 
tion Did you ever know it otherwiſe ?” 


This was ſaid with ſuch an air of felf- 
ſufficiency, that Angelina could not help 
anſwering “ Indeed I have; and I have 
often thought, that, where intellectual 
endowment, or rather learning, produces 
nothing but arrogance, time had better 
roll on unoccupied,” _ 
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<« Phaw !—that is abſolute nonſenfe z 
for every body will allow, that wiſdom 


_ excites admiration.” 


. * Wiſdom may,” ſhe returned, © but 


not learning.” 


* And where is the difference between: 


be N 285 1 * 


« The one, I think 18 s knowledge at- 
tained—the other, natural ning 


producing very different effects. The 


learned man is often acquainted with. 


every knowledge but hat which is moſt 
uſeful ;. he feels himſelf ſuperior to the 


world, and, by his neglect of ſocial du- 
ties, commits the greateſt extravagancies-; 


—whuilſt the wiſe man, equally conver- 


fant, and with a mind equally enlarged, 
| forgets not the claims of his fellow erea- 
ture, and becomes doubly valuable to 
fociety, by uniting the wiſdom of the 
philoſopher to the character of the man.” 


«. Pon my word, Miſs Aubrey! May 


J aſk out of what book vo have picked 
up this harangue 38 
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«© Out of the book of obſervation,” ſhe 
continued, with an arch ſmile. | 


« Then I would adviſe you, Madam, 
before you give your ſentiments fo freely, 
to ſtudy your author a little better. —It 
is not becoming in young ladies, or any 
ladies at all, to ſpeak on ſuch ſubjects. 
There is a great indelicacy in it; and, 
J aſſure you, there is nothing, in my opi- 
nion, ſo contemptible as a woman who 
takes the liberty of talking before men 


of underſtanding.—lI do not mean to vex 


you, for I know it is the fault of the pre- 
ſent mode of education. In times little 
antecedent to theſe, the women were 
mere cyphers, as nature intended them.“ 


To the relief of Angelina, Wilmot 
met them, and interrupted Mr. Eldwin 
from longer difplaying his oratoricab 
powers He efcorted her to the gate; 
and bidding her, with an air of pique, 
Good morning,“ put his arm in Mr. 


Wilmot's, and. walked haughtily away. 


ce Perhaps I have done wrong,” ſaid 
Angelina, when they were gone “ but 
I was 
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1 was provoked at his contempt of the 
ſex. Yet that does not juſtify my offend- 


ing him-—I almoſt wiſh L had made an 
apology—yet what could I have faid ?” 


She would have thought very different- 


ly at that moment, had ſhe been acquaint- 


ed with Mr. Eldwin's ideas. Vanity was 
by no means the ſmalleſt of this young 
man's failings, and he fancied every 
woman that beheld him muſt be ena- 
moured of his perſon.. Theſe ideas he 
cheriſhed as particularly gratifying, for 
they accorded exactly with the principles 


he adopted: —he certainly intended to 


marry, though he was determined never 
to be in love till ſecure of the lady's 
affections; and, even. then, ſhe was to 
convince him her happineſs depended en- 
tirely on him, before he-condeſcended to 
declare his ſentiments. —His dogmatical 


and cayalier diſpoſition would have pro- 


voked a ſtoic;. it drew upon him the 
_ cenſure and ſeverity of all his acquaint- 
ance.— Vet he had many good qualities, 
and, when he choſe, could "oor himfelf 
very agreeable. At ſuch times Ange- 
lina 
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lina would be vexed with herſelf for ever 
thinking meanly of him. She felt for him 
all that the relationſhip excited ; and, 
with a diſpoſition naturally affectionate, 
ſhe behaved to him as ſhe would have 
behaved to a brother. —All that had paſf- 
ed was now forgot, in anticipating the 
happineſs of ſeeing her uncle, to whom 
me was particularly attached. His con- 
duct to her, from the firſt, had always 
been tender and affectionate ;—ſhe had 
often beheld him look at her with the 
fond ſolicitude of a parent, and, in theſe 
moments, ſhe believed an inſtinctive duty 
bade her behold him with the dutiful con- 
fidence of a child, In her young, inex- 
perienced heart he was every thing that 
was good and amiable; nor could this 
be a ſubject of wonder. as the ſemblance 
of virtue will not fail to excite in the un- 
ſuſpicious the ſame veneration and reſpect 
as the reality of it, whillt it Pad the 
fame eſſects. 


When at entered the ſaloon, 
where the family uſually breakfaſted, ſhe 
tound Lady Eldwin and Miſs Dorothy at 


work ;— 
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114 HE DECEIVES- HIMSELF. 
work ;—the former received her with 
more than uſual indifference. 


Lau, bleſs me !—are you returned?“ 


ſhe exclaimed. © Iam ſure we did not 
expect you.“ 130 


Did not you, Ma'am ” ſaid Ange- 
lina—rather confuſed by her Lady- 


ſhip's coldneſs—“ I wonder at that !— 


for Mr. Eldwin called laſt night at the 


rectory, and was fo importunate for my 


return, that I thought it was by Naur 
particular deſire.” 


« Mr. Eldwin is vaſtly officious !” ſaid 
her Ladyſhip.—* My particular wiſh, 


indeed!“ —ſhe continued in an ironical 
tone, and with an affected laugh— 


« Really, you muſt have great vanity to 
ſuppoſe I ever think about you ; particu- 


larly when we conſider the honourable 


tie that binds you to this family :—there 
are very few people, I fancy, that would 
behave as I do!” ſhe continued, with 


the colour mounting in her face. 
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« No- I believe not, indeed!“ ſaid 
Miſs Dorothy“ I am ſure 1 CONTIN 


Angelina, who was too well acquaint- 
ed with the meaning of her Ladythip, 
made no reply ; but, with a marked em- 
phaſis on the word, aſked for her uncle ; 
hen, to her utter aſtoniſhment, ſhe 
was told he was gone to Briſtol. Her 
ſpirits had been agitated through the 
day, and this new diſappointment did 
not relieve them She burſt into tears. 


« Bleſs me !” ſaid Miſs Dorothy (who 
was fitting at the table threading large 
yellow beads for a necklace) —“ you are 
come home from the rectory in a comical 
fort of a humour] am afraid you are not 
quite recovered, Miſs ; though, to be ſure, 
you look as blooming as if you were juſt 
come off the Welſh mountains, and not 
out of a ſick room!“ 


“J cannot endure to ſee any © one with 
fo much colour,” cried her Ladyſhip— 


« it is ſo . vulgar and coun- 


W ee * 


cc | Pray,” 
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Pray,“ continued Miſs Dorothy, look- 
ing at Angelina with affected concern 
* does the young parſon adminiſter re- 
lief 7o the. heart as well as the Joul, Miſs 
yl 7 


15 been Ma: am, your language is 
quite unintelligible.“ 


„ Oh, I dare fay it is,” ſaid Miſs Do- 
rothy. © We are all to ſhut our eyes, I 
ſuppoſe !—No—no—my dear—— There 
are very few people in the world that 
have more penetration than myſelf— 
though I fay it. Young women are ſel- 
dom ſo fond of running to church, when 
it is only to ſay their prayers; and, do 
you think I have not watched you—al- 
ways ſeating yourſelf oppoſite the pulpit— 
though you hs often heard me declare 


it was u; particular, favourite feat ?” 


„Were I conſcious,” ſaid Angelina, 
with an inſulted dignity—“ that Miſs Do- 
rothy did not expect I was deſerving of 
this reproof, I ſhould feel all that you 
with to inſpire ; ; but, at preſent, you will 


pa 
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pardon me, if I ſay, Ma'am, the unjuſt 
ſuſpicions you have entertained, neither 
do credit to your JUCINnS or your 
| heart.“ | 


« pon my word,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy, 
J am glad I know your opinion, how- 
ever —Well—this was more than I ex- 
pected, to be ſure !—Neither do credit 
to my judgment, or heart !-—A very 
modeſt aſſertion, truly !—Don't you think 
ſo, niece?” —turning to Lady Eldwin. 


F e Indeed, Madam, I am quite ſhocked ; 
and, if I was not fearful of irritating my 
= nerves, [ would exert myſelf to ſhew you 
= how much I am offended. —Oh, dear !—it 
is a dreadful misfortune to have ſuch ill 
health I declare Jam in ſuch a tremor, 
that I ſhall not be well this week, with 
hearing ſuch impertinence! Pray leave 
the room—for I cannot ſupport the ſight 
of „ to your chamber!“ 


Angelina's boſom was ſwelling with 
indignation, and ſhe left the room with 
a haughtineſs foreign to her nature. She 
| | could 


which was half open, Angelina eagerly 
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could not bear to be ſuſpected of ſuch 
indelicacy—and the cruel inſinuations of 
Lady Eldwin were ſtill more painful; 


; 
but, as ſoon as ſhe reached her chamber, 


her heart gave vent to its emotion—her 
paſſion was over—and ſhe felt ſhe had 
done wrong“ I have treated with inſo- 
lence a woman, whoſe years ſhould have 
ſhielded her from the impertinence of a 


girl; and her thinking I acted wrong, 


juſtified her reproving me—I will imme- 
diately return, and beg her to pardon me.” 


The intention was no ſooner formed 
than put in execution; and, juſt as ſhe 
reached the door of the ſaloon, revolving 
in her mind what ſort of an apology ſhe 


ſhould make, the voice of a ſtranger ſtop- 


ped her No”'-—ſhe cried, © I cannot go 
in now -I ſhould only expoſe myſelf.” It 
was certainly no mortification to return, 


for duty, not inclination, had impelled 


her to make the conceſſion. 


In paſſing the door of Ethelind's room, 


enquired after her. 


« Lawd |— 
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e Lawd !—is it you!“ - ſhe exclaimed 
« Why, we did not expect you till next 
week ;—but, now you are come, do tell 


me which is the moſt becoming—this 


wreath of flowers, or a turban, for 
Agnes and I cannot determine.” 


«© Pardie ] Mademoiſelle !'—cried the 


French woman I am ſure nobody fo 


good judge as yourſelf. Mademoiſelle 
know nothing about it—ſhe never in 
London.” Tremp 


Angelina began to think there was a 


_ conſpiracy formed againſt her, for every 


one behaved with unuſual indifterence ; 


but ſhe anſwered — That either was very 


becoming.“ 


«© Well I vow this is the moſt mon- 
ſtrous, old, out-of-the-way place in the 
world!“ cried Ethelind—© One can never 
get any thing to wear but what was 
patterned from my great-grand-mother's 
cloaths—I am ſure I look a fright !— 


don't I? 


Pardie! 
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* Pardic 1 Mademoiſelte—how you 
talk!“ faid- Agnes. 2 


actos could net help ſmiling at the 


diſorder the room was in, for every chair 


was filled with caps, handkerchiefs, and 
all the etceteras—and the floor covered 
with half her wardrobe. | 


« Agnes,” ſaid Ethelind, « ] wiſh my 
hair was out of powder—look at my 
cõuſin's how much more becoming it is 
without any ornament! Oh! that ſome 
of my old muſty relations would but pop 
off, that I might go into mourning—it 
is ſo ſweetly becoming to the complexion! 
I wiſh you had not come home,” ſhe 
continued, addreſſing Angelina——< And, 
what is ſo provoking, you look hand- 
ſomer to-day than ever I ſaw you! | 


dare ſay my mother is much vexed, for ſhe 


is fearful of my being rivalled.” 


__ « Pardie! Madmoiſelle!” cried the 


French woman, raiſing her hands, and 
eyes, © I'me ſure there be no fear.” 


Pardic 
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« Pardie! 1'me ſure there is though, 2 
ſaid Ethelind. 


« But why are you ſo particularly 
3 anxious to day about your appearance * 
| aſked Angelina. 


« Oh! what have you not heard?” 
ſhe anſwered. © Why, we expect a 
ſmart beau here; and, bye the bye, we 
have had ſuch a dearth of them lately, 
that, at preſent, they are by no means 
contemptible: therefore I muſt appear 
to the beſt advantage ; for you are to know 
I am enliſting him into my ſervice, that 
is, by juſt giving him hope enough to 
feed his ſighs —Oh, if I were but 
in London, you ſhould ſee what a Cata- 
logue I would have of them.“ 


Upon my word,” ſaid Angelina, 
you are the very criterion of generolity ; 
and what precedent have you to autho- | 
riſe ſuch a groſs abuſe of power ?” 
le . 

Vou are the greateſt baby in the 
world,” cried ſhe, careleſsly.— Why, 
5 GG 
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affect what we don't feel, and ſay what 
we don't think ;—every one does ſo. But 
I forgot to tell you that this is the gen- 
tleman whom you have heard my mother 
ſpeak ſo highly of :—he was a ward of 
my father's—he has been with us theſe 
ten days—and left us laſt Sunday to viſit 


a relation we expect him to return 


to-day.— He's exceſſive handſome, and 


tolerably gallant. I aſked him how he 


liked Eaſt-Cliff, a day or two after he 
had been with us ;—he told me it was 


perfect Elyſium; for, till he came into 


Wales, he never had a juſt idea of 
beauty; and I am ſure he looked at 
me !—there's for you !—But aunt Dolly 
would have it he caſt his eyes on the 
other ſide of the room. I verily believe 
ſhe thought it was herſeli—ſhe ſmirked, 


and looked ſo good-humoured.” 


«,] underſtand, “ ſaid Angelina, “ this 
is the gentleman you ſaid you were 


” 


en gaged to 


LY 


« Oh! ſoit i though I never ſaw him 


before but my father and mother pro- 
poſed | 
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poſed this match to him ſome time ago; 
and, as he did not reject it, my mother 
tells me I am actually engaged to him; 
though, to be ſure, he has never ſaid any 
thing to me.—But it looks odd, you 
know, that he ſhould come back to us 
again; for, at firſt, he ſaid he could only 
ſtays a few days. My father has had the 
care of him from a child, which has at- 
tached him cloſely to our family. I am 
juſt in a humour for telling a long ſtory : 
—will you liſten to it, Angelina?“ 


She anſwered in the afhrmative. 


Ethelind then entered into a long de- 
tail of the circumſtances attending his 
becoming a ward of her father's ;—the 
heads of the narrative were as follow: 


| © The father of Mr. Montague was the 
| only brother of Lord Algernon, they had 
alike been ſeparated from their parents 
| at an age when the imbecillity of youth 

requires the tenderneſs and defenſive 


| ſhield of parental care and watchfulneſs— 
to ward off thoſe hydra-aſſailants, who, 
"8 JT EVT 
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ever on the ſcowl, ſeize upon the heart 
before it has learned the virtue of re- 
liſtance. 


The influence of early impreſſions over 
the youthful mind, is ſo univerſally ac- 
knowledged, and forcibly illuſtrated, both 
by ancient and modern examples, that it 
needs no commentator :—yet, ready as 
we are to acknowledge its effects, incon- 
teſtible as are its proofs, and weighty as is 
its importance how ſeldom do we find 
this momentous period of life eſtimat— 
ed as the immediate cauſe of all our 
future happineſs — Thoſe who have the 
guidance of youth too frequently paſs 
over the days of infancy in total indif. 
ference and neglect ; or elfe fatally che- 
riſh, with a ſanctionary ſmile, thoſe venial 
errors of youth, which the peccability of 
our nature ſo obviouſly ſubjects us to.— 
This incautious incitement to error, either 
by the low cunning of the dependant, or 
the thoughtleſſneſs of the parent, orig! 
nates in the idle and dangerous deſire 
: of awakening in their little minds a ſpi- 
| it of reſiſtance, of which whilſt in others 
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we behold the criminality of its effects, 
in them we are inadvertently nouriſhing 
its growth; for at that unſteady age, 
before the principles are fixed, or ſen- 
timent formed—when the native bias of the 
mind is ſo eaſily directed, and the heart and 
underſtanding ſo readily ſubdued when 
the unreſtrained confidence of youth ren- 
der them ſo open to impreſſion— then is 


. the moment to inculcate every noble prin- 


ciple, and extirpate every evil one. 


© Inſtead of which their paſſions are per- 
mitted to maſter thoſe by whom reaſon 
direfts they ſhould be governed. Even 


in their infantile ſports they are trained to 


cruelty ;—the bird is fettered to pleaſe 
them—the fly is tortured to amuſe them— 
and the firſt leſſon they learn is, to tyran- 
nize :—for whether it be the emperor or 


his flave, the camel or the fly, the un- 


neceſſary deſtruction or torment of either 
muſt be offenſive to Hi who gave life 
to all; and he who wantonly ſports with 
the life of a reſiſtleſs, unoffending animal; 
would not ſcruple, if he had an equal 
power, to exerciſe the ſame cruelty over 


G 3 his 
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his fellow creatures The poor beetle 
that we tread upon, in corporal ſufferance, 
feels a pang as great as when a giant 
dies. 
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% The Earl and his brother had been : 
left to the guidance of a man, who, not 
chooſing to appreciate the ſacred truſt | 
depoſited by his friend, in leaving him 
the guardian of his children,—and find- 
ing more care and trouble attached to 
the office than he had inclination to 
exerciſe, he committed them to the care 
of a Mr. Greville, who undertook the, 
charge of their minority in the capacity 
of tutor and friend. 


« This gentleman was entirely a man of 
the world, ſhrewd, penetrating, and wel] 
ſchooled in the noble art of hypocriſy ; 
ever watchful and attentive to his own 
intereſt, to which he ſcrupled not ſacri- 
ficing all honor and probity :—yet was 
he efteemed ſufficiently qualified for this 
important truſt, being perfectly acquaint- 
ed with all the requiſites for forming the 
great man (in the prefent acceptation of 
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the word), his morals, character, and in- 
tegrity having been but ſuperficially in- 
veſtigated. 


« By examining the native bias of the 
minds of each of his pupils, he ſoon 
learned to regulate his conduct towards 
them by that rule which was moſt like- 
ly to further his own advantage. 


« Lord Algernon was two years older 
than Mr. Montague,—of a diſpoſition na- 
turally good, but he wanted that ani- 
mating warmth, that manly ſpirit of vir-. 
tue, to render him an intereſting object: 
there was an inanity in his nature, that 
| tendered a paſſive obedience to every 
one's will; the inſtructions given him he 
received more mechanically, than as the 
baſe of his future eminence.— He was 
told of his great ſuperiority he believed 
it, without knowing in what it conſiſt— 
ed: —he was taught to behold his brother 
with contempt—he learned the leſſon 
but it pained him to practiſe it. | 


0 Mr. Montague was the reverſe of his 
brother: ;—he was high- minded and faſ- 
G4 tidious; 
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128 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 
ticious ; yet had he a heart as noble as 
ever warmed the boſom of man—ardent 
in his diſpoſition, and naturally violent in 
his paſſions, he was not to be made, like 
his brother, the eaſy dupe of Mr. Greville. 
—He ſaw the narrowneſs of his tutor's 
mind, and deſpiſed him—he rejected, 
with contempt, his fawning adulation, 
and openly diſclaimed obedience to. his 


will. 


« Mr: Greville, who had always endea- 
voured to conciliate their favor by a 
ready acquieſcence to the will of his 


pupils, now found, too late, that it was 


impoſſible to command refpect where he 
had neglected to cultivate eſteem. —He 
would one moment rancorouſly perſecute, 
and the next as bafely cringe, when in- 
ſalted by thoſe virtues he had ſo long 


laboured to extinguiſh. 


Lord Algernon, however, was ſtill 
ſubſervient to his wiſhes; and the only 
chance of his remaining fo was, by ſc- 
parating the brothers. This was not dit- 


ficult to Wo, for he had, with equal 
jart, 
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art, as induſtry infuſed into each of their 
minds the rancorous ſeeds of jealouſy.— 
This ſubtil poiſon he had conveyed into 
the boſom of Alfred, by repreſenting the 
young Lord as arrogating ſuperiority, on: 
the advantages he poſſeſſed in title and. 
fortune. | | 


Lord Algernon he had impreſſed witly 
> high ſenſe of his brother's abilities; 
artfully contriving to inſpire emulation, 
whilſt he as inſidiouſly cheeked it, by 
hinting at the impoſſibility of his attain- 
ing any degree of excellence.. 


Thus was all the native confidence of 
youth reſtrained their earlieſt affections. 
fatally alienated—and the days of their 
infant reciprocity exchanged for thoſe of. 
malignancy and mutual diſtruſt. 


Alfred, warm and impetuous in his 
temper, was fired with indignation at 
the verſatile conduct of his tutor; and, 
ſung by the cold haughtineſs of his bro- 
ther, in all the warmth of ungoverned 
youth, he flew to his guardian, and. 
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demanded the immediate diſmiſſion of 


Mr. Greville. But this was not to be ſo 


eaſily accompliſhed :—he had wound him- 
ſelf too cloſely round the heart of Lord 
Algernon to admit of the requeſt being 
granted; and when it was propoſed to 


the latter, he liſtened to it with that ge- 


nuine indignation reſulting from a firm 


faith in the virtues of thoſe, who are la- 


bouring under the malignancy of falſe 
accuſation, 


It would be now too prolix, and too 
unintereſting, to enter minutely into the 
train of reprehenſible and injudicious 


means by which theſe brothers' affec- 
tions were ſo unhappily eſtranged, through 


the baſe infidiouſneſs of this man of bows 
and /miles, and deliberate treachery. 


Mr. Montague obtained permiſſion to 
fniſh his ſtudies at Edinburgh. It was 
there his intimacy with Sir Eward Eld- 


vin commenced. Their friendſhip flow- 


ed not from ſimilarity of temper, but from 


that undelineable —— of the mind, 
| which 
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which holds ſuch influence over the 
the power of ſympathy. 


actions 
At this ſeat of learning, in ſyſtemizing 
his future life, embelliſhing his manners, 
enlarging his underſtanding, and, moſt of 
all, in improving his heart, five years had 
elapſed, when he became, according to 
the will of his father, the director of his 
own conduct. 585 


« Lord Algernon, in the mean time, was 
every way the reverſe of his brother—Un- 
der the baneful influence of Mr. Greville, 
he made his grand debut into the great 
world, and was early initiated into all the 
criminal indulgencies of the times :—he 
dreſſed faſhionably, gamed faſhionably, 
drank faſhionably, and, in the true ſpirit 
of faſhion, endeavoured to ſeduce the 
affections of every married woman he 
met with. 


“He had neither virtue to condemn, nor 
courage to reſiſt, the mighty pHALANX 
of diſſipation that was forming to deſtroy 
him.—A wild ſpirit of inconſiſtency gave 
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a new colour to his diſpoſition, that very 
ill accorded with the ſteady ſentiment 
and affection of Mr. Montague.—He re- 
gretted the pufillanimity into which his 
brother was ſinking, and bluſhed when 
he reflected on the infignificance of his 
character. But this ſenſibility might have 
been ſpared him, if he had reflected, in 


this age of faſhionable refinement—'tis 


the true pohſh—the ſuperlative of Bein- 
feance /—Theſe are the glorious accom- 
Hliſiments which eſtabliſh eclat, and cha- 
racterize, at preſent, the (rue man of, 


faſhion! 


But if Mr. Montague had not expe- 
rence enough-to make theſe reflections, 
he had wiſdom to behold the criminality 
of his brother's conduct, and te avoid 
ruſhing inte the ſame perilous ſtream.—- 
With a. diſpolition. to ſeek. pleaſure in the 
receſſes of knowledge, and with a: mind. 
harmonized and attuned to the milder 
enjoyments of life, he turned with invo- 
luntary diſguſt from this ſcene of frivolité, 
and, early in life, retired to a ſmall. eſtate 
on the borders of Scotland. 


But 
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« But it was not to fly the intercourſe of 
man, that he ſought the peaceſul Glen- 
cairn it was not to cheriſh miſanthropy, 
and eraſe the ſocial virtues (the brighteſt 
ornaments of the human heart !),— but it 
was to claim the hand of a young crea- 
ture, whoſe affections he had achieved, 
and on whom all his hopes. of future hap- 
pineſs depended :—for not the brilliant 
graces of the finiſhed coquet, with all 
her intereſting attractions the bewitch- 
ing vivacity—the faſcinating ſmile—nor 

the affected languiſhment of diſguiſed. 
ſentiment, had power, even for one mo- 
ment, to detach his unalzenable heart 
from the object of his firſt affection. 

“ Theſe arts only ſerved to throw a 
fombre ſhade over their native graces, 
by placing his Elwina in the ſame pic- 
ture, where he beheld her beauty aug- 
| mented by the gloom her cotemporaries 
were thrown 1 In. 


« Mr. Montague's acquaintance with 
| her commenced at the houſe of a family 
where be reſided during the vacations.— 

The 
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The ſimplicity of her manners, and her 
unaffected gentleneſs, firit attracted his 


attention :—he had frequent opportunities 


of examining the native beauties of her 


character, and every day brought freſh. 


conviction of its purity.—Though very 
young, he found her underſtanding far 
above mediocrity, and her mind,rich in 
the unſophiſticated gifts of nature. 


But too many obſtacles preſented 


themſelves in oppoſition to his wiſhes :—he 
was well acquainted with the pride of 


his family, and dreaded the indignities 
they would offer her.—She had no line 


of titled anceſtry to boaſt, neither could ſhe 


trace from whom her father's great-grand- 
father deſcended ; for, unluckily, the only 
tradition that had been handed down 
was UNSULLIED VIRTUE I- this ſhe 
could trace—and no more. 


have introduced her to the world as 
his mifreſs, they would have heard it 


with a ſmile, and applauded him for his 
_ gallantry the — of his family they 


would 


« Could he have been perſuaded to 
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would have conſidered unſullied, though 
the ſacred tie of honor had been vio- 
| lated to preſerve it. But not having what 
is called prudence enough to make theſe 
diſtin tions, nor ſpirit to practice them, 
he rather choſe to ſacrifice pride than 
virtue, and, in defiance of their perſua- 
ſions, married her, 


This unpardonable offence was ſoon 

communicated by Mr. Greville to his 
pupil, and repreſented as the groſſeſt in- 
dignity.— This gentleman ſtill continued, 
with artful ingenuity, to direct and go- 
vern Lord Algernon. He had long be- 
held, with a jaundiced eye, the ſuperior 
underſtanding of Mr. Montague, and 
| Areaded his influence over the heart of 
his brother, An opportunity for eſtrang- 
ing them ſo effectually was not to be 
neglected, and his exertions effected it; 
for Lord Algernon, and the reſt of his 
family, on Mr. Montague's marriage, ex- 
cluded him from all intercourſe with 
them, | 


At 
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At Glencairn, in the ſociety of his 
beautiful and amiable wife, he ſought 
that happineſs for which he had re- 
nounced the faſhionable diſſipations of 
youth, and all their concomitant ills ;— 
and amply was he rewarded for the re- 
linquiſhment, — for here he found all. his. 
hopes of * realized. 


« Mrs. Montague was young, and a 
ſtranger to the world—he wiſhed: her to: 
remain ſo.— His whole ſoul was wrap- 
ped up im her virtues for he. deated. on 
her almoſt to enthuſiaſm. 


They were the happieſt pair of human kind 
The rolling year its varying courſe purſu'd,, | 
And back return'd again; 
Another, and another, ſmiling came, 
And ſaw their happmeſs-unchang'd remain: 
Still in her golden chain 


Harmonious concord did theiriwithes biad:. 


At this period of his life; the only 
perſon who aſſociated with them, in any 
degree of intimacy, was Sir Edward Eld- 
win (then only Mr. Eldwin), ſo deeply 
were they buried in retirement; but, in 

proportion 
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proportion as Mr. Montague eſtranged 
himſelf from the reſt of the world, thoſe 
whom he honored with his regard he 
marked with a fincerity all his own. 


His friendſhip for Sir Edward had 
received a confiderable augmentation by 
ſome ſervices the latter had rendered 
him, and he thought no exertions ſuf- 
ficient to repay the obligation. The in- 
moſt receſſes of his mind were laid open 
to him, but his heart might have been 
read by a lefs intuitive n 
than Sir Edward's. 


« To a young man, as the latter was 
juſt riſing in his profeſſion, the cultiva- 
tion of this friendſhip was not to be neg- 
lected; and, by the exertions and intereſt 
of Mr. Montague, Sir Edward ſoon be- 
came permanently eſtabliſhed in the law. 


„Thus, in the intercourſe of mutual 
affection and ſociability, glided away frre 
years in uninterrupted peace; during 
which time they received a conſiderable 

increaſe 


© "of 
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increaſe to their happineſs, by the birth 
of the preſent Mr. Montague. 


* About this period Sir Edward was 
called to London, on a trial of ſome 
importance. Mr. Montague propoſed 
viſiting it with him :—in this reſolution 
he parted with his wife and ſon, and 
accompanied Sir Edward, London, how- 
ever, he ſoon found had acqui red no new 
charms, ſince all intercourſe with his fa- 
mily was denied him. He found his bro- 
ther in the high road to ruin, his health 
impaired, and his paternal eſtate mort- 
gaged, whilſt he was trying to amend 
his broken fortunes, by deſcending to be- 
come the tool of every political machina- 
tion. Vexed and diſguſted, he waited 
not for Sir Edward; for, finding every 
place a deſert without his Elwina, he 
eagerly bade adieu to London, and re- 
turned to the peaceful Glencairn. | 
« But, alas he ſought it in vain; for 
during his abſence a moſt extraordinary 
and melancholy event had taken place, 
that over-ſhadowed, at once, every bright 
proſpect 
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| proſpe& of joy, and annihilated every 
ſenſe, but that of miſery. Js 


The wife of his boſom the mother 
of his child ſſie whoſe ſympathetic heart 
ſhared all his joys, and participated in 
his ſorrows=-had burſt the ./acred tie of 
wedded affection !—for ſhe had fled the 
protection of her huſband, and the ſanc- 
tuary his roof afforded her. Stupified 
with horror, he was, at firſt, almoſt in- 
ſenſible to his miſery, «till the certainty 
of it ruſhed upon his mind, in the con- 
viction of truth, and awakened him into 
the phrenzy of extremeſt wretchedneſs. 


Mrs. Montague had quitted the houſe 
three days before her huſband's arrival, 
under the appearance of regret at hav- 
ing received a letter to follow Mr. Mon- 
tague to London. — She had manifeſted a 
more than common reluctance to under- 
take the journey, and when ſhe parted 
from her child her grief was exceſ- 
five :—ſhe claſped him to her boſom 
in all the anxiety of fearful tenderneſs; 
and, with the moſt emphatic and repeat- 

| ed 
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ed charges, committed him to the par- 
kicular care of her own woman. 


« She had taken with her no other ap- 
parel than what was ſufficient for her 
journey: the few little valuables that be- 
longed to her remained, except a mi- 
niature picture of Mr. Montague. 


: © One of the domeſtics, who had lived 
in the family ſome time, was anxious to 
accompany his miſtreſs; but no intrea- 

ties could prevail on her, and ſhe ſet off 
ina ured chaiſe, unattended. 


60 This was all fs account the ſervants 
could give their maſter, who, from the 
ſimplicity of their anſwers, and the un- 
feigned ſorrow they manifeſted, fully ac- 
quitted them of 1 n, to her 
elopement. 


« Mr. Montague was, by nature, poſſeſ- 
ed of the livelieſt affections; but, by edu- 
cation and long ſtudy, he had completely 
(in his own 2 ſubdued them. 
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In the cool moments of reflection, 
how eaſy is it to philoſophize ! 


He had taught himſelf to conſider this 
| world but as a probationary ſtate—to en- 
joy, with gratitude, the good that was diſ- 
penſed and to ſubmit with patient reſfig- 
nation to every evil that was inflicted. 


« But the agonies of the preſent moment 
too fatally convinced him, that the force 
of reaſon was not equal to the force of 
nature; for, with all his acquired for- 
titude, with all his philoſophy, — this un- 
expected this tremendous threat of an 
annihilation of his peace, drove him to a 
ſtate of actual deſpondency. 


6c Is there a mind, however a ſtranger 
to the refined feelings of humanity, that 
does not pauſe for one moment, and 
contemplate with inſtinctive horror this 


3 groſs violation of faith and apoſtacy from 
virtue! * 


« Would that theſe evils—theſe diſ- 
Braces to human nature—theſe inſidious 
violators 
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violators of all that is ſacred !—would that 
they were the beings of a bewildered 
imagination—that theſe ſcenes were the 
wild chimeras of inventive fancy !—But, 
alas! no ſooner do we quit the page as 
illuſive, and turn into the PATEHSG of 
LIFE, than we behold them all too fa- 
tally REALIZED, 


cc In the firſt nm of grief he ſent 
for Sir Edward, who, with the ardor of 
friendſhip, flew to him ; and difficult he 
found it to offer him any «conſolation, 
for his horror and ſurpriſe 'appeared al- 
moſt equal to Mr. Montague's. There 
was but one ſuggeſtion that acquired any 
weight from its probability,—namely, 
that, in a fit of inſanity, ſhe had deſtroy- 
ed herſelf. —This idea was renovation to 
his ſinking ſpirits, compared to that of 
her diſhonour. Sir Edward voluntarily 
offered his ſervices (though he was at 
that time much immerſed in buſineſs), 
to go in ſearch of her. Every poſſible 
means were uſed to diſcover the route 
ſhe had taken—Sir Edward travelling 
one way, Mr. Montague the other ;— 
when, 
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when, finding all their efforts ineffectual, 

in order to diſſipate his unhappy reflec- 
tions, he was prevailed on to viſit the 
Continent. After many perſuaſions he 
agreed to it; and leaving his ſon (the 
preſent Mr. Montague) to the care of Sir 
Edward, he quitted England, with a 
heart replete with wretchedneſs. 


„ Though the oſtenſible cauſe of the 
rupture with his family was removed, 
he had not reſolution enough to ſeek a 
re- union ;—he felt that, criminal as ſhe 
appeared, he could uot bear to hear her 
ſpoken of with indignity and he knew 
the world, which ſo readily judges by 
effects, was not likely to ſuſpend its 
judgment till traced up to its cauſe. 


He continued to write frequently to 
England, but, by his letters, Sir Edward 
diſcovered that the Continent could not 
reſtore him to tranquillity. His epiſtles 
breathed nothing but the happineſs once 
in poſſeſſion — ſometimes calling on the 
ſource of his miſery in frantic rage - ſome- 
times in all the tenderneſs of pity. 


Thus 
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„Thus this amiable but unfortunate 
man lingered in all the horrors of ſuſ- 


pence for two years, vainly ſeeking ta 


_ mitigate his ſorrows by mixing in the 


lighter joys of the Continent ; but he 
beheld, not ſhared, their pleaſures. His 
mind had been too deeply wounded to 
admit of relief from frivolite, and every 
domeſtic ſcene but awakened the ago. 


nizing remembrance of paſt delights !— 


Peace was annthilated—hope was fled— 


and all the luxury of unreſtrained con- 


fidence betrayed for thoſe ſcenes of for- 
mer happineſs, which his lively imagina- 
tion ſtill preſented to his memory, were not 
only clouded for a time, but veiled from 
every future hope for ever. ! 


m Finding his health declining, he re- 


turned to England, when he became 
once more reconciled to his family, 
whoſe ſecret remorſe for their unnatural 
conduct towards him, was augmentet 


by the miſeries with which they beheld 


him ſtruggling. But it was of ſhort du- 
ration :—his mind, chained and impri- 
ſoned to its own wretchedneſs, languiſhed 
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to be free—every nerve, every fibre 
was diſtended with agony—nature was 
unequal to the conflict and his freed 


ſoul, redeemed from life's impriſonment, 
yielded itſelf to IMMoRTALITY—rgo : 


Gop! 


In his laſt moments, with an awful 
ſolemnity that might have taught even 
ſtoiciſm to feel, he gave his ſon to the 
immediate care of Sir Edward, and 
acknowledged, with a confidence un- 


bounded, the ſatisfaction he felt in de- 


poſiting this ſacred truſt to his care; 
with it, as a farther (though not a 
greater) proof of his unabated regard, 


he bequeathed to him a handſome le- 


gacy; making him, at the ſame time, - 
Joint-executor with Lord Algernon. 


« For this diſtinguiſhing mark of his... 
regard he apologized to his brother, by e- 
knowledging the many obligations he 
was under to Sir Edward—their long 


and ſteady friendſhip for each other—the 


diſintereſted zeal which he had always 
. ;  H manifeſted 
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manifeſted to ſerve him—and, moſt of all, 
the ſympathy and warm intereſt he had 
felt in all the unhappy circumſtances that 
had ſodreadfully overwhelmed him—ſhar- 
ing with him equally in his hours of 
peace, and days of miſery. 


« On the death of Mr. Montague, his 
ſon was immediately placed at one of 
the public ſeminaries of education, Sir 
Edward, at that time, living no one knew 
where; and it was not till the former 
was of an age to be removed to the 
_ univerſity, that Sir Edward introduced 
him to his family. 


„Lord Algernon, at this time, took 
very little notice of his nephew ;—he was 
too deeply immerſed in pleaſure to re- 
member his brother's requeſt, and con- 
tented ' himſelf with ſeeing the young 
Montague twice a year, and ſuperficially 
inveſtigating his improvements. 


« There had always ſubſiſted a very 
great coldneſs between his Lordſhip and 


Sir Edward, * the latter had never 
: taken 


r ee OR 


n A . * c es R 22 e a * 4 
!!!!!! pppd ß on NA 
ö L * * 8 „ nn % 18 ee n 8 82 * n Fe 1 „ 55 n * 5 4 3 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF 147 


taken any material fteps, in regard to his 


charge; without his Lordſhip's advice and 


concurrence; but, as Mr. Montague 
grew up, Lord Algernon began to view 
him with the eyes of affection ; he be- 
held him as the future inheritor of his 
fortune, and ſupport of his name; he 
marked with pleaſure the many ſhining 


qualities that diſtinguiſhed him, and liſt- 


ened to the panegyrics beſtowed on him, 
at the college where he ſtudied, with 2 
mixture of pride- and Joy- 


His Lordſhip had the FRO of many 
creat virtues planted deeply in him, but 
he had neglected to cheriſh them, and 
they no ſooner bloſſomed, than they 


faded away: he had permitted the weeds 


of folly to entwine themſelves round his 
heart, till it was difficult to diſtinguiſh 
vice from error ;—he ſaw his faults—he 


| condemned them—but his mind was too 


inactive to reſiſt thoſe temptations. which 


his wiſhes approved :—he had given his 


paſſions full ſway, without the reſtraint 
of his reaſon. This imbecility of mind 
produced its conſequent. evil; his men · 


tal faculties became liſtleſs and enervat- 


H 2 7 
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ed—himſelf debilitated, and old in infir- 
mities, before he had reached his noon 


of life :—he had no reſources in himſelf 


to fill up the vacuum which ſucceſſive 
pleaſures had left in his mind—no ap- 
proving reflections to ſooth him into 
peace with himſelf. When he turned 
his eyes on the paſt, regret ſtood in every 
vier- when he looked forward, truth 
- preſented others in the bright colours in 


which he ſhould have ſhone, for he only 


wanted reſolution to have been an orna- 
ment to mankind. Succeſſive paroxyſms 
of rheum and gout had ſoured his tem- 
per, and he was not now more unhappy 
in himſelf than troubleſome to thoſe 
around him. He had been diſſuaded 
from marrying in his youth by the arts 
of his tutor, Mr. Greville, who fell a 
ſacrifice to his own villanies; for, after 
_ urging him on to, and ſharing with him, 
almoſt every exceſs, he himſelf became a 
victim, and died of an apoplexy. 


| « Lord Algernon became every day 
more and more attached to his nephew ; 
| and when the period was fixed for his 
quitting England, to commence the grand 
4 tour, 
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tour, he inſiſted on accompanying him.— 
This, though objectionable for many rea- 
fons, could not with propriety be refuſed. 
He remained with him abroad almoſt 
three years, and was but now uſt re- 


turned with his uncle from the Con- 


tinent. Upon his arrival in London he 
found Sir Edward's family had juſt left it 
for Eaſt-Cliff, and his uncle's indiſpoſi- 
tion preventing him from following them 
immediately, he was under the neceſſity 


of poſtponing his viſit till the preſent 


period, when he;eagerly. embraced.i Its. as. 


the firſt opportunity that offered to pay 
his reſpects to Sir Edward, to whom he 
had been much attached from his in- 
fancy—as his father's friend, and one 
who was acquainted with all the un- 


happy affairs of his family.” 


Theſe: were the heads of Ethelind's 


narrative, which, with many minute cir- 
7 cumſtances in her uſual volatile ſtile, ſhe 


repeated; but as the ſubje& required a 
ſerious relation, it might not have been 


ſo acceptable to the reader.—The mo- 
tive for this digreſſion + elfud wo 


apology. 
H CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


6— — 


NGELINA's ſpirits were before by 

no mean's good ;—Mr. Montague's 
ſtory ſo much intereſted her feelings, that, 
in the weakneſs and goodneſs of her 
heart, ſhe wept, till ſhe forgot that her 
compaſſion was excited by the paſt miſe- 
ries of a ſtranger; and, when ſhe quitted 
Ethelind, her mind was ſo engroſſed with 
reflections upon this unfortunate man, 
that ſhe received a ſummons to dinner 
before ſhe remembered that ſhe had not 
changed her dreſs—ſhe was vexed to ap- 
pear before a ſtranger with a countenance 
ſo diſordered (for her eyes were red with 


weeping), and heartily regretted her hav- 


ing quitted the rectory, ſince her uncle's 
abſence was likely to ſubject her to many 
diſagreeables; for, by the reſt of the fa- 


 mily, ſhe was treated as a mere cypher. 


Ehe ſprightlincſs and natural gatety of 


her 
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her heart was fled, and, after careleſsly 


making ſome alteration in her dreſs, full 


of fears and fancies, ſhe deſcended to the 


dining-room ;—but the moment ſhe en- 
tered, and beheld the ſtranger, the ſud- 
den expreſſion of her countenance mark- 
ed her ſurpriſe her cheeks were ſuſfuſed 


with the bluſh of modeſty, whilſt a ſmile- 
which animated every feature, forcibly 


ſpoke the pleaſurable ſenſation that oc- 
calioned it as the ſtranger, with a look 
of aſtoniſhment and delight, advanced 
towards her; for in Mr. Montague ſhe 
recognized the gentleman who had ſhel- 
tered her in the ſtorm on her way to the 
rectory. 


« This is a pleaſure, indeed,” he cried, 


taking her hand (and he looked as if he 


felt what he ſaid)—*< that I never dared 
expect; for I have reproached myſelf a 
thouſand times fince, for my neglect in 
not ſeeing you home after the ſtorm ; and, 


I believe, if this opportunity had not of- 


fered, I ſhould never have forgiven my- 
ſelf; but little did I 1 imagine, when ] laſt 
H4 faw 
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faw you, Miſs Aubrey, that you was fo. 
nearly connected to this family.” 


Do you mean that,” cried Ethelind, | 
as a reflection or a compliment to my 
souſin, Mr. Montague?“ 


* Neither,” he returned; “ for a young 
lady of ſo amiable an appearance can never 
derive luſtre from any family, whatever 
ſhe may add 8 | ge 


When you have done making fine 
ſpeeches,” ſaid Ethelind, © I ſhould be glad 
to know where you met before.” — The 
circumſtance was then related, and Mon- 
tague expreſſed his ſurpriſe at not having 
ſeen her at Sir Edward's ;—but this was 
eably accounted. for, as, from his firſt ar- 
rival at Eaſt-Cliff, Angelina had been 
confined with indiſpoſition at the rec- 
tory... 


When hor Ladyſhip. was. es 
with Mr. Montague's having ſeen Ange- 
lina before, ſhe was by no means ſo. well. 
pleaſed as Ethelind ; and Miſs Dorothy, 


in 
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in a very meaning tone, thought it a {le 
ertraordinary—*© not but what 7 might 
be /o ;—Heaven knew, ſhe did not mean 
to doubt it.“ 


I As ſoon as dinner was over, Mr. Eld- 
win propoſed going up the river; and, to 
enlarge their party, Lucy Summers was 
; aſked to accompany. them. Lady Eld- 
win declined going, declaring the heat of 
the weather would kill her: - Miſs Do- 
rothy did the ſame, but not without hint- 
ing, /ome folks might ſtay at home in her 
place; for that Lady Eldwin ought not 
te be left, and that was her motive for 
refuſing., 
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Angelina knew who was meant, and 
begged. Miſs Dorothy to take her place 
—when Mr. Eldwin immediately inter- 
fered, and deſired his aunt to remember, 
that. ſhe had been once young. herſelt. . 


She thanked him in her heart for this 
interference, but thought he might have 
done it more politely ; for Miſs Dorothy. 

did not look very well pleaſed. 
| H 5 | ce. She 
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« She did not want to go, indeed and 
never intruded herſelf where ſhe was not 
welcome.” g 


& That's a fib!” cried Ethelind ; © for 
I am ſure you have intruded yourſelf 
here, till we are all tired of you.” —This 
was ſaid in a half-whiſper, and, fearing a 
reproof, ſhe haſtily ran down the hows: to 
the barge :——but Miſs Dorothy was on 
this occaſion very happily deaf, though 
it muſt be acknowledged a hettic. of a 
moment paſſed over her cheek ; but as 
the houſe ſhe was in was open to her, 
and which, for many reaſons, ſhe prefer- 
red to her own, ſhe rather choſe to put 
up with theſe le indignities, than, by 
ſeeming to notice them, loſe the advan- 
tage of ſlaying with credit to herſelf. 


When they were ſeated, Mr. Eldwin 
took occaſion to reprove his ſiſter for her 
diſreſpectful behaviour to her aunt. 


« Dear brother,” ſaid ſhe, © you are fo 

formal—what harm did I ſay? I only 
ſpoke truth, and that is one of the firſt 
8 Princi- 
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principles of reli gion.—Il am ſure, when old 


women aſſume ſuch ridiculous airs, they 


deſerve to meet every one's cenſure; and 
when people voluntarily ſubject themſelves 
to inſult, it is my opinion they deſerve it.“ 


« But ſuppoſe,” ſaid Angelina, that 
was every one's opinion, don't you think 
ce ſhould ſome times ſuffer by it?“ 


« Oh, you old-faſhioned creature !” ſaid 
Ethelind, © you ought to have ſupported 
me—You muſt get rid of thoſe confined 
notions before you go to London.” 


p* 


« That is degrading the place, indeed! 


cried Montague —“ and if, in truth, fo 


great a ſacrifice was demanded, it is my 
opinion, Miſs Aubrey would never pay 


it; fora mind that is early initiated in the 


ſchool of Virtue, is not eaſily taught the 


* of Folly.” 


« Pray, brother,” aſked Ethelind, © is 
it the faſhion abroad for e to 
preach?“ 


Ss - « What 
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© What a queſtion!” ſaid Mr. EIdwin. 


Not at all,” ſhe anſwered; © for I was. 
Juſt thinking what a loſs the ladies muſt 
'have fultained when Mr. Montague came 
away.” 


He laughed good humouredly- 


When a lady condeſcends to. reprove a. 


_ gentleman,” ſaid he, bowing to her, © it 


is a ſufficient conviction that he deſerves 


. 


IT Angelina. was pleaſed with him on- 
his firſt appearance, now ſhe was charm- 
ed—his manners were infinitely ſuperior 


to any the had ever been uſed to—his. 


converſation was ſenſible and ſpirited, — 

there was a frankneſs in his addreſs that 
was peculiarly engaging and his air 
was unaffected and. noble—his features, 


though: not regularly handſome, were 


open and animated—there was a ſweet- 

neſs in the expreſſion of his whole coun- 
tenance, that ſyoka every feeling of his: 
heart; for in it might have been read all. 
that a there —1 he. beauty and variety 
of 
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ol the ſcenery formed a topic of conver- 
ſation at once pleaſing and intereſting—it 


led Mr. Montague to ſpeak of the various 
countries he had. paſſed through, and he 
entertained the ladies with a ſprightly ac- 
count of the different cuſtoms and man- 
ners. of the inhabitants.. 


To diverſify the ſcene, they were tempt- 
ed to go on ſhore at. a ſmall village on 
the banks of the Wye; the views from 
which: are, perhaps, the. moſt beautiful 
and pictureſque of. any in. the. kingdom. 
Here they ſtopped at. a cottage to take 
fome refreſhment,, where the delicacy 
and neatneſs with which every thing was 
arranged,. and. the ſmiling chearfulneſs 
and good humour that was depictured in 
the countenance of its. inmates,, ſpoke a 
language to tlie heart more forcibly. than 
a fortnight's eloquence, on Content, by the 
furt rhetoricians in the kingdom. 


They aunſed tient ſome time 
in admiring the ruins of an old abbey. 


: | « Half 
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% Half buried there lie many a broken buſt, 

And obeliſk, and urn, o'erthrown by time, 

And many a cherub here deſcends in duſt, 

From the rent roof and portico ſublime; 

Where reverend ſhrines in gothic grandeur ſtood, 
The nettle, or the noxious nightſhade ſpreads, 

And aſhlings, wafted from the neighb'ring wood, 
Through the worn turrets wave their trembling 

heads.” 


« ] cannot but admire,” ſaid Monta- 
uge, as they were paſling ſome cottages, 
the chearfulneſs and contentment pour- 
trayed in the countenance of almoſt every 
individual ;—if Happineſs keeps her court 


any where, ſurely it is here.” 


Do you think, Sir,” ſaid Angelina, 


<« that Nature provides for her children 
ſo partially, that it is only here ſhe is 
found?“ 


« If I may judge from appearances,” 


he returned, mw at leaſt, have much 


of her company.” 


10 What po ſaid ſhe, with farpriſe, ce js the 


poor coſtager, who tolls for his daily bread, 
happier 
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I happier” than he who only breathes 1 in 
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r and eaſe ?” 


60 This is a queſtion,” he anſwered, 
« which has long been held problematical; 
but I am a ſtranger to ſuch ſcenes, and 
perhaps it is the novelty of them that im- 
preſſes me.“ 


« Is that a reaſon,” ſaid Mr. Eldwin, 
interrupting him, „that you -ſhould al- 
ways remain ſo? Why are you a ſtranger . 
to them? Reflect but one moment, and 
the problem is inſtantly ſolved ; for you 


will find them, of all others, the moſt en- 


viable | 1 _ _ earth. 


ec The hk loſe, in en thoſe 
enjoyments which the poor man taſtes ſo 
largely: —he works hard, indeed; but 
then a ceſſation from labour returns to 
him tenfold pleaſure ;—augmented by that 
ſweetener of toil and care, attached to 
thoſe only who eat the bread of induſtry, 
his boſom is tranquil, his ſlumbers are un- 

broken by the diſquietudes of the world, 
and he riſes only to happineſs his con- 
| fidence 
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fidence in his fellow-creatures is unſhaken; TY 


for he reads the hearts of all men in 
the ſimplicity of his own. They preſent, 


to my. mind, man in his primeval ſtate-— 
© When: tyrant Cuſtom had not ſhackled 


ham, but tree. to follow: N ature Was- the 
mode.“ 


« Oh, for a crook and a chaplet of 
flowers to- encircle my brother's ideas! 
Why, he has- abſolately got into Ar- 
cadia. “ 55 55 


Cyprian wreath would be more 


emblematic,'! ſaid Mr. Montague; © for: 


it is plain he is out of love with Marth, 
ſince he courts Pleaſure in the forms of Po- 


verty and Hardſhip.“ 


* And the only ſhape in which we 


ſhall find her, ſaid Mr. Eldwin, ſternly:— 
«it is not in the well-ſculptured-roots,.. 


the painted floors, the glittering drawing-- 
rooms, thatwe:muſt ſeek her—but wr the 
lowly ſhed, where Fortune (like a- Will- 
o'-th'-Wiſp) has never led them aftray, 
nor Ambition lulled each honeſt principle 
— . to 
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to ſleep, tilt ſhe has taught them to forget 
that they were men.“ 


« You have ſhaded your picture too 
deeply,“ ſaid Montague; “ and, like too 
many artiſts, given free feope to your 

fancy without conſulting your judgment, 
by which it has loſt its effect.—I agree 
with you, that voluptuouſneſs is not the 
criterion by which I ſhould eſtimate hap- 
pineſs ;—but there are a great many de- 
grees between the drawing-room and 
the hovel.—Men are all flaves to their 
paſſions, from the peaſant to the prince.“ 
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But, good Heavens!“ ſaid Mr.'Eld- 
win, haſtily, (interrupting bim)—* will 
you not allow that theſe children. of ob- | 

ſcurity are leſs expoſed to temptation, 
leſs liable to error, and: leſs ſubject to-mi- 
ſery, than thoſe of a. higher order? 
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* Moſt aſſuredly: but that does not 

make them more enviable,” ſaid Monta- 

gue—< look, for one moment, with an un- 
prejudiced.eye among the great, - andi you 
will. find (for the honour of human nature 
| -be 
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be it ſpoken) men, who, whilſt they are 
encircled by all the dangers you have re- 
preſented, poſſeſſed of afluence, and veſt- 
ed with power, ſtill retaining that native 
ſimplicity of heart, ſo characteriſtic of 
goodneſs ;—and, in the dazzling ſphere of 
greatneſs, as well guarded by the virtues, 
and as ſecure in principle, as he who ab- 
jures the world, and lives ſecluded and 
ſecure from all intercourſe with it. And 
far more grateful would it be to my feel 
ings, to live as the former, and cultivate 
the virtues, than, by a liſtleſs inanity, ſe- 
clude myſelf where there is no merit in 
reſiſting ;—for are not theſe different de- 
grees in life ſo many links in the great 


chain of exiſtence? And when an indi- 


dividual, either by blind philoſophy, or 
ſophiſtical prejudices, is known to break 
through its order, he deranges the whole 
ſyſtem, and queſtions the Wiſdom that go- 
verns it. — We may trace throughout all 
Nature's works an inequality in the go- 
vernment of her moral world the flowers 
have their different degrees of beauty 
the various fruits their diverſity of flavour 
and in the animal, vegetable, and foſſil 
kingdoms, 


. 


= 
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kingdoms, the fame diſtinctions are every 
where obvious ;—yet it would be an in- 
ſult to the great Author of all to ſuppoſe 
them of an unequal eſtimation in his eye, 
or that he ſhould have marked one part 
of the creation for happineſs, and the 
other condemned to wretchedneſs, | 


ce Every ſtation of life has its means of 


happineſs, and half our miſeries reſult 


from a wrong application of them. The 


poor man eſtimates it in one thing the 


rich in another; but, like the virtues, it 


will not ſpring up without cheriſhing.— 
We may all ſit down, and ingeniouſly con- 
vert every inſtrument of pleaſure into 
pain; but this is a ſpecies of folly that car- 


ries with it its own puniſhment ; for when 


we look through the medium of diſcon- 
tent, we ſhadow no picture ſo deeply as 
our own—All ents s difference keeps 
all Nature peace.” 


« The learn'd is bappy Nature to explore ; 
The fool is happy that he knows no more; 
The rich is happy in the plenty giv'n; 
The poor contents him with the care of Heay'n :— 
| „ 
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be it ſpoken) men, who, whilſt they are 


encircled by all the dangers you have re- 


preſented, poſſeſſed of afluence, and veſt- 
ed with power, ſtill retaining that native 
ſimplicity of heart, ſo characteriſtic of 
goodneſs ;—and, in the dazzlin g ſphere of 
greatneſs, as well guarded by the virtues, 


and as ſecure in principle, as he who ab- 


jures the world, and lives ſecluded and 
ſecure from all intercourſe with it. —And 
far more grateful would it be to my feel- 
ings, to live as the former, and cultivate 
the virtues, than, by a liſtleſs inanity, ſe- 
_ clude myſelf where there is no merit in 
reſiſting ;—for are not theſe different de- 
grees in life ſo many links in the great 
chain of exiſtence? And when an indi- 
dividual, either by blind philoſophy, or 
ſophiſtical prejudices, is known to break 
through its order, he deranges the whole 
ſyſtem, and queſtions the Wiſdom that go- 
verns it. We may trace throughout all 
Nature's works an inequality in the go- 
vernment of her moral world—the flowers 
have their different degrees of beauty 
the various fruits their diverſity of flayour 


—and in the animal, vegetable, and foſſil 


kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, the ſame diſtinctions are every 


where obvious ;—yet it would be an in- 


' ſult to the great Author of all to ſuppoſe 


them of an unequal eſtimation in his eye, 


or that he ſhould have marked one part 


of the creation for happineſs, and the 
other condemned to wretchedneſs. 


« Every ſtation of life has its means of 


| happineſs, and half our miſeries reſult 


from a wrong application of them.—The 
poor man eſtimates it in one thing—the 
rich in another; but, like the virtues, it 


will not ſpring up without cheriſhing.— 


We may all fit down, and ingeniouſly con- 
vert every inſtrument of pleaſure into 
pain; but this is a ſpecies of folly that car- 
ries with it its own puniſhment ; for when 
we look through the medium of diſcon- 
tent, we ſhadow no picture ſo deeply as 
our own—All Oe s difference keeps 


all Nature peace.“ 


« The learn'd is bappy Nature to explore ; 
The fool is happy that he knows no more ; 
The rich is happy in the plenty giv'n; 
The poor contents him with the care of Heay'n :— 
: See 
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See the blind beggar dance—the cripple aa, 


The ſot a hero — lunatie a king; 
See ſome fi paſſion every age ſupply.” 


« "MIME "cried Ethelind—““ what a 
horrid long ſpeech, and, after all, an 
abominably ſevere one ;—juſt as if peo- 
ple could faſhion their minds as eaſy they 
faſhion. their cloaths. I am ſure I am 
never. out of humour, but when I cannot 


poſſibly help it.” 


« Surely Miſs Eldwin has not a heart 
to be out of humour,” returned Monta- 
gue, laughing, when ſo many are. de- 
pendant on her ſmiles.” 


. Now, I ſuppoſe; you think, that 
your ſilly compliment pleaſes me; but, 
T aſſure you, you are very much miſ- 
taken. I always obſerve, if a woman 
aſks a man a reaſonable queſtion, he replies 5 
to her juſt as if he was anſwering a baby, 4 

by reverting from the ſubject, and apply- 1 
ing ſome frivolous noneſenſe to. pleaſe her 
vanity,” 


ﬆ Ts; 
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« Is it extraordinary,” ſaid Mr. Eldwin, 

« that he ſhould forget it was a reaſon- 

able queſtion, when he 1 is talking with a 
woman?“ 


« Pray, Mr. Montague,” ſaid Ethelind, 
« how do you eſtimate wiſdom?—by the 
tenor of the conduct, or the refinement of 
3 * 


i 
? cc Judging of them individually, the | 
tenor of the conduct, certainly,” he re- | 
7) | | 


P « Oh, how unfortunate :—then, at that 

Sq . * A. ; 

= rate, my poor brother will never diſtin- = 

” guith himſelf in either!“ | 
<«< You think, Miſs Eldwin,” cried her | 


; 
brother, gravely, © that this unmeaning ; 
” nonſenſe _— for wit—but you are groſ]- 
| 7 miſtaken.” 


* Oh, don't liſten to what Horace | 
4 s, ſaid Montague he is a Turk, and 


an Infidel—he won't allow the women 
have ſouls.” 


* Ai ; | 
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And, pray, what are you?” ſhe aſked. 


C A Chriſtian,” he returned“ and 
of a happier faith.“ 


„ Vou were juſt now ſpeaking. of 
people who are diſcontented—are you 


never ſo, Mr. Montague?“ 


«© Yes—too frequently.” 


* Then Wa do you condemn that, in 


others, which you find ſo difficult to re- 


ſiſt n is 


From a ſelf-evident principle that it 
may be reſiſted—that there is an anti- 
dote in every one's pofleſfion to counter- 
act its evils.” f 


« You will do me the greateſt favour 
in the world,” cried Ethelind—* to make 
me miſtreſs of this charming knowledge 
for ſometimes I am horribly diſcom- 
poſed ; for inſtance—whenever my mil- 


ner diſappoints me, I am ens to die 


with vexation.“ | 
* Then 
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« Then the remedy is eaſily applied,” 
ſaid Montague—* for, on ſuch occaſions, 


when you feel a ſpirit of diſcontent riſing | 


in your mind, you mult enter on a men- 
tal examination—you mult call Patience, 
Truth, and all the attributes of Virtue, to 
ſit in judgment upon her evil co-tempora- 
ries—and when you have given them a 
fair trial, you will find the latter caſt, 
and good-humour riſing triumphant.” 


« Oh! horrible! horrible !” cried Ethe- 
lind keep your cure—it is a thouſand 


times worſe than the diſeaſe ;—I ſhould 


die of the ſpleen to put it in practice — 
Who ever heard of ſuch antideluvian ſpe- 
cifics ?—A girl of ſpirit and faſhion, to ex- 
erciſe reaſon, and act with diſcretion ! 
Oh! lud Oh! lud [In this age of 
faſhionable refinement, I ſhould be hand- 
ed about for a frightful piece of modern 
antiquity !” 
Then you would rather,” ſaid Mr. 
Eldwin—“ be galled for ever by the 


chains of Folly, than exerciſe a little 


judgment to break them.” 


« Oh! 


ae 205 neo 
. * 2 — 


re 1 — . ” 


— ion, 94s EA: 


” - =. 


— 


pom — , — — 23 


. 


—— 


—— — 


— 
—_— — WAbl — 


a 
— Is 


— 


— 


n BT ae Ft ak 22 b a EIA, a5 ö . a — 2 
— — 3 * 1 5 — . Ey = Is —— 2 Us - 5 — 3 — r 32 AA 
* 4 A I, ow FL YEE — — 1 2 r * * _ - 
— 5A 7 — — od r rer . 3 — —_——_—— * — * - 
E - > 8 ET Fe "2 ER — 1 r 
— 95 - —- 


T4 — * 22 ROGERS Re E — — — 
— 2 * p - — — — 
>; Lg —— —— — 4 — - _— — = — _ — —— 
= — : — ' 7 <A Ern —— ps 


bbb LS 
WORE ; 2 2 - — i a 
SE ͤ ˙ er ST 
PIE SET _—_—y = * 2 * — 8 4 " ITE 2" 4 bs — 
DR — 2 — T ES - E E 2 L. 


up from all intercourſe with his family 
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Oh! I hate judgment, heartily, bro- 
ther; d Ry: be free without it * 


« What !—and Joſe the merit and Vir- 
tue of ge” 


„ Oh! as to that, ” ſhe returned, ſau- 
cily— one might as well be out of the 
world, as out of the faſhion—fo none of 
your pious lectures, pray.—Beſides, if I 
was inclined to liſten to a ſolemn dif- 
courſe upon the ſocial virtues, I ſhould 
defire one who praRtiſed them to preach 
—and not you.” 


I hope I do practiſe them, Miſs Eid 
win,” ſaid her brother, ſternly. 


« Oh! you need not have given 
me this intelligence—I always knew 
you was ſuperlatively good in your own 


opinion !—You put me in mind of my Pa- 


riſian acquaintance, who uſed to con- 
demn himſelf to the ſevereſt puniſhment 
—faſt three times a week—ſhut himſelt 


and 
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and deny them the moſt innocent gratifi- 
cations.“ 


ec That was terrible, indeed,” cried 
Montague, laughing-— I don't wonder 
at his incurring your diſpleaſure.” 


«© Well—butT aſſure you it was quite 
true,” returned ſhe earneſtly—< and you 
ſhall hear what came of it.— Why, he 
grew ſo horrid moroſe, that every one 
trembled at his approach ;—for he judg- 
ed with the moſt rigid ſeverity—and con- 
demned by the moſt trivial appearances— 
yet this man called himſelf a chriſtian— 
and very liberally believed that no one 
would be ſaved but himſelf.” 


K Why, Ethelind,“ ſaid Mr. Eldwin— 
J thought you had too much _— to 
make theſe reflections.” 


« Then you find, brother,” ſhe re- 
turned“ how neceſſary it is to be well 
grounded in your ſuppoſitions before you 
ſit in judgment upon people's charac- 
ters I know I am very giddy—and 
Na. J ſometimes 
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ſometimes very ridiculous—but I am not 
a heathen for all that—and if it was not 
for fear of appearing too ſtrange and ro- 
mantic in the great world, I believe 1 
ſhould ſometimes be a very reaſonable 


creature. But now, my dear brother, 
for inſtance :—If every one, like your- 


ſelf, was to judge thus raſhly, what do 
you think you would be taken for?-— 


hy, for a miſanthropiſt—a rigid ſcep- 


tic -a ſplenetic and -( I was going to 
to ſay)—conceited young man, without 
one humane affection in his compoſit ion 
who loved contradiction better than his 
own ſoul, and held all God's creatures, 
except himſelf, in contempt.—But, though 
theſe features of his character, are ſo con- 


ſpicuous, I am ready to believe it is only 


a maſk which he wears; for ſometimes 


there peeps out ſome tolerable looking 


virtues. —Ought I not to be immortal- 
ized for my charity and difcernment ?”— 
Here Ethelind was interrupted, for they 
had reached the barge. The evening 
was ſerene and mild, and the moon in her 
full majeſty roſe in uncommon ſplendour 


the winding of the river every mo- 


ment 
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merit preſented new views and the di- 
verſity of the ſcenes rendered it almoſt 
enchanting. | 


Angelina had learned to play on the 


| harp—and Mr. Eldwin, who was him- 


ſelf a proficient in the ſcience, had had 
it, with ſome other pieces of muſic, con- 
veyed on board. —He had taken upon 


him to give her ſome inſtructions, as, 


when ſhe came to Eaſt-Cliff, ſhe was by 


no means miſtreſs of it. She could now 


perform very ſweetly, and Mr. Eldwin 
begged her to play.—With a good-na- 
ture, that ever characteriſed her, ſhe rea- 
dily complied. Mr. Montague ſeemed 
much aſtoniſhed and delighted with hei 
powers of ſong, for her voice was inex- 


Preſſibly ſweet. 


Now oer the dimpled lake, the gentle gale 

Watts the light ſkiff, and fills the ſpreading fail. 
As round the wild meand'ring coaſt they move, 
By guſhing rills, rude cliffs, and nodding groves, 
Soft, now, the pendant moon, with luſtre pale, 
O' er Heaven's blue arch unfurls her milky veil; 
While from the north long threads of ſilver light 
Dart, i in ſwift ſhuttles, o er the tiſſued night, 

1 2 Over 
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er wood and lawn, o'er hill, and flow'ry dale, 
Hung her pelucid car, in luſtre pale; 
With meek effulgence, trembling as ſhe drew 
Thedeep'ningſhadowsfrom earth'slength'ning view, 
Her ſilver beams with mild reflected ray, 1 
Return'd each image of departing day. N 1 | 


The evening could not have been more 
favourable for this little excurſion, and it 
was with reluctance that they quitted the 
barge when they arrived at Eaſt-Cliff— but 
the night was too far advanced to render 
their longer ſtay on the water prudent. 
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When Angelina retired to her cham- 
ber, ſhe did not feel ſo much inclined to 
ſleep as uſual; and, opening her window, |: 
the fat down to enjoy the cool breezes of 
evening, and the beautiful ſcene that 
ſurrounded her. The moon was reflect- 
ed in the river that roll'd at the foot of 
the Caſtle, and ſhed a mild Juſtre o'er the 
ſurrounding objects the range of hills, 
| that bounded the ſcene ſhe had often 
'} beheld at Vernly—the fight of them, 
4 at this moment, recalled the image of 
her departed friend, and ſhe wept invo- 
I luntarily. There is a pleafing melan- 
x "2 choly 
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choly attached to a retroſpective view of 
happineſs—for whilſt recollection illu— 
mines the ſcene, we recognize it with 


: delight—till, with regret, it is too quickly 


ſhaded, and we turn 55 it to way that 
it is gone for ever | | | 


Every circumſtance that had paſſed 
fince her quitting the beloved ſpot na- 
turally recured to her memory—and not 


one was more impreſhve at the moment, 


than the occurrence of the day, in meet- 
ing, ſo unexpectedly, the ſtranger. —She 
had fat above half an hour ruminating 


on the different fcenes ſhe had witneſſed 
fince her arrival at Eaſt-Cliff, when a ruſt- 


ling among the trees, almoſt under her 


window, diſhpated every 1dea, but that 


which augmented her fears ;—ſhe knew 
the family were gone to bed—but ſome- 
thing like curioſity impelled her, and ſhe 


ſtood ſome minutes liſtening—but all 


was, again huſhed, and ſcarce a breeze 
interrupted the filence that reigned, 


when, by the faint beams of the moon 
which fell upon the ſhrubbery, ſhe diſ— 


covered the figure of a man, walking 
13 haſtily 
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haſtily through it ;—ſhe watched him 
with a fearful inquiſitiveneſs, as he 
croſſed to that part of the building in 
which ſhe ſtood. 


The manſion had two high turrets, 
that were diſtinguiſhed by the ditferent 
points in which they were placed :—that 
to the ſouth, Mr. Eldwin uſed as an 
obſervatory ; but the other remained en- 
tirely ſhut up, as the ſervants, from an 
old tradition in the famiiy, would not 
enter the chambers that led to it, through 
the ſtrange prejudice, that the north part 
of the Caſtle was haunted. Angelina's 
apartment was numbered among this 
neglected ſuit of rooms, though it bad 


now no immediate communication with 
the reſt; as, ſince the night ſhe attempt- 


ed to diſcover where the picture was 
placed, they had been faſtened on the 
inſide, and refuſed her all admittance.— 
There was a ſmall door directly under 
theſe chambers, that led from the park, 
but it was ſo thickly covered with moſs. 


and ivy, as to appear almoſt impaſſable 


it opened on a narrow winding ſtair-caſe, 


that 
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that went directly up to the north turret, 
from which there was a communication 
with theſe apartments. To this door ſhe 
ſaw him directing his ſteps, which he no 
ſooner reached, than, applying a key to 
it, it immediately gave way, and he 
ſilently entered; foon after which, ſhe 
obſerved a faint light glimmering through 
the apertures of the wall, and ſlowly al- 
cend, till it reached the turret; then, 
through the dim caſements, ſhe obſerved 
it fixed a conſiderable time, and ſuddenly 
after it became wholly extinguiſhed. 
Her curioſity was too much awakened to 
permit her to retire to reſt—and ſhe con- 
tinued to watch at her window with fear 
_ and-trembling, yet without reſolution to 
awaken' the reſt of the family. She 
dreaded, yet wiſhed. to. be acquainted 
with his motive for entering thoſe ob- 
{cure rooms at that late hour of the 
night, with an air of ſo much conceal- 
ment. A thouſand fears ruſhed upon her 
mind—the myſtery of the ſigh ſhe had 
Heard there, and the removal of the pic- 
ture, had never been elucidated. Patty 
had. often hinted that ſhe could tell ſome 

1 4 ſtrange 
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ſtrange ſtories ; but Angelina, not ehuſ- 
ing to encourage her loquacity, had ra- 
ther checked, than given her an oppor- 
tunity to relate them. —This, with many 
other hints that had been thrown. out. 
was corroborated by her own obſerva- 
tions, and ſhe now began to ſuſpect that 
fome one was ſecreted in the Caſtle. 


She watched the ſame perſon as he 
cautiouſly re-entered the Park ; and haſ- 
tily paſſing under her window, darted 
acroſs the inward court, and was imme- 
diately out of ſight. 


But what moſt confirmed her ſuſpi- 
cion was, that, on looking towards the 
turret, ſhe beheld the light again aſcend- 
ing there—and, as before, when it had 
reached the top, it again became ſud- 
__ extinguiſhed. 


The perſon was not tall enough for Mr. 
Eldwin, but refembled moſt in figure 
the man who waited on Sir Edward.— 
She was perplexed how to att—whether 
to relate theſe particulars to the family 

or 
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or not. Sometimes ſhe thought of com- 
municating it to Mr. Eldwin—but then 
ſhe remembered, that his obſtinate incre- 
dulity would not give her credit for ſo 
ſtrange a ſtory and ſhe dreaded the ſa- 
tire of Miſs Dorothy too much to make 
it known to the ladies. Another, and a 
more weighty reaſon urged her to ſilence 
—the air of ſecrecy with which the 
perſon acted, proved that there was ſome 
cauſe for it, nor could it well be without: 
the concurrence: of Sir Edward, as. no 
one could be lodged there in ſafety 
without his knowledge—and: had the 
ſtranger's deſigns been to plunder, he 
would have entered the inhabited part of 
the manſion ;—at any rate, ſhe determin- 
ed to wait the return of her uncle be- 
fore ſhe mentioned it. With this reſolu- 
tion ſhe retired to bed, and was ſoon 
inſenſible to the * which W 
her. 
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eHAp. X. 


NGELINA roſe early in the morn- 
ing; and, as was her uſual cuſtom, 
ſtrolled through the grounds till. the fa- 
mily aſſembled to breakfaſt—her. mind 
wholly engroſſed by the ſtrange oecurenco 
of the laſt | evening—when, as ſhe de- 
{cended from the. terrace, ſhe met Mr. 
Montague. 


s Is Miſs Aubrey really ſo very unfa- 
Hionable, to riſe at this early hour?“ 
ſaid he, with a ſmile, that indicated an 
unexpected. pleaſure in meeting, her... 


She looked embaraſſed—not-having the 
moſt diſtant thought of ſeeing him; and, 
with ſome. heſitation, anſwered—“ She 
had been ſo accuſtomed to theſe early 
ſaunters, that ſhe never remembered to 
enquire, whether they were under the 
dominion of Faſhion, . or not—but, ſhe 


hoped, 
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hoped, as being a novice in her ſchool, 
ſhe ſhould be excuſed for deviating from 
the rules ſhe preſcribed.” 


« Rather hope, Miſs Aubrey,” ſaid 
Montague —“ that the ſweet example 
you give of an unvitiated taſte, may 
prove to her votaries, that, in following 
the dictates of nature, you follow the 
moſt beautiful fafhioniſt in the world.“ 


« I wonder where Miſs Eldwin is?“ 
ſaid. Angelina, moving towards the gate. 


«Tf you are going,” ſaid he, © I ſhall 
think I- am . an. intruder—don't let me 
ſhorten your walk, for I will bid you 
good morning.“ | 


«No! indeed!” ſaid. Angelina, earn- 
eſtly. 


“Then favour me with your com- 
pany,” he returned, © a little longer.“ 


She had no objection to comply, and they 
continued ſtrolling through the grounds 
for ſome time.— Here he related to her his 

„ ſurpriſe 


furpriſe at meeting her at Sir Edward's. 
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« For, from the deſcription I had 
of Miſs Aubrey,” ſaid he, © I ſhould ne- 


ver have ſuſpected her to be the Lady I 
met under the tree.—lI aſſure you,” he 
continued, * [I did not fail to pay my 
reſpects to the poor old oak—hoping, 


that the ſame good genius which firſt led 
me there, might have again directed our 
ſteps to the ſame ſpot,” 


Here 15 were interrupted by a ſer- 


vant, who came to ſay breakfaſt was 


waiting. 


When they came in ſight of the par- 


lour-window, Miſs Dorothy threw up 


the ſaſh, and in an angry tone, and with 
a look of much impatience, bade Ange- 
lina make a little more haſte—for ſhe 
had been waiting above half an hour for 
her breakfaſt. | 


«4s mighty unmannerly,” ſhe ex- 
claimed, © to keep people waiting ſo— 


addreſſing Angelina, as ſhe- entered the 
room. 


Montague 
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Montague was going to apologize, 
when ſhe ſtopped him, by ſaying, © that 
it was not him whom ſhe meant—How 
could you tell, Sir,” ſhe continued, ſoft- 
ening her voice, © our uſual hour ?—it 
was not your fault—but there are other 
people who know—though, to be ſure, 
when young ladies make appointments, 
it is impoſſible to TOR delays they 
may meet with.” 


“ Bleſs me, Miſs,” turning to Ange- 
lina, © what a colour you have got !— 
but, as the ſaying is, a guilty conſcience 
needs no accuſer.” 


Will you eat ſome biſcuits?” ſaid 
Montague, handing the plate to Ange- 
Ima ?—— She thanked him, and took 
one—but her confuſion was too evi- 
dent. 


« Ay, to be ſure,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy, 
who ever knew a girl refuſe a good 
offer ?—I will anſwer for it, Miſs Au- 
brey will never want much courting.” 


The 
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The morning was ſpent in viſiting the 
celebrated walks of. Piercefield, abont 
twelve miles from Eaſt-Cliff.—Piercefield 
is ſituated upen the banks of the river 
Wye—the grounds are divided into the 
upper and lower lawn—the houſe was /a 
ſmalh, irregular building, but lately mo- 
dernized: it ſtands facing the lower 


lawn, a beautiful ground falling preci- 


pitately every way into a valley, which 


is ſcattered with groups and ſingle trees 


in excellent ſtile. The view from the 


houſe is ſoft, rich, and beautifully pictu- 


reſque the lawns and woods of Pierce- 
field and the oppoſite banks of the river 


—the Wye near its mouth, winding 
through meadows, green as emerald, in 


a manner peculiarly graceful.— The whole 
view conſiſts. of am elegant arrangement 
of wood, lawn, and water —the face of 
nature, probably, affords not a- more 


magnificent ſcene. . 


Fhus was this place, a happy, rural ſeat 8 
Of various views —here roſe the ſtately trees, 
And ſpread their ſnady branches; with 
High woods the hills were crowned -- 
With 
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With tufts the valleys—and each fountain fide 


With borders long the rivers, that earth now. 
Seemed like to Heaven—a ſeat where Gods might. 


dwell !” 


Mr. Eldwin accompanied them, and 
was ſo officiouſly polite to Angelina, that 
it was almoſt. impoſſible fot any one elſe 
to ſpeak to her :—he never left her fide 
one moment—this was a terrible mortifi- 
cation, as ſhe hoped' to have ſpent a 
pleaſant morning—now ſhe could not even 
hear the obſervations of Mr. Montague 
and Ethelind ;—ſhe never thought Mr. 
Eldwin ſo troubleſome before—and was 
determined to ride home in the carriage. 
When ſhe intimated her wiſh to do ſo, 
Mr. Eldwin, very. politely faid, © that 
women were ſo. very whimſical, it was 
impoſſible to pleaſe them—fo ridiculous, 
to think of returning in the charriot!“ 
but Angelina perſiſted and ſoon after 
they were ſeated there Mr. Eldwin 
found out that. it was the pieafanteſt 
mode of conveyance, and begged the 
Ladies to make room for him.—She 
could not refrain ſmiling at his verſatile 
humour, though ſhe was ſecretly vexed at 
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184 HE DECEFVES HIMSELF. 
it ;-but Miſs Dorothy veryloudly exclaim- 
ed againft it—ſhe vowed: ſhe would not 
have her new gown crumpt up to pieces 
for nobody.—< Why, I vow, I never 
heard any thing ſo monſtrous,” ſhe con- 
tinued “ four in this little chariot.— 
why, I would fooner walk on foot no 
gentleman would have offered ſuch a 
thing Pm ſure you cannot be fo very 
learned as you pretend for any man, 
who had read Cheſterfield, would know 
better than to behave thus. contemptu- 
oully. to ladies. 
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Cheſterfield, indeed!” oſterated Mr. 
Eldwin, with a ineer.. 


8 n 
— _— . 


bs PI tell you what,” ſaid. ſhe, with a 
face glowing with paſſion, as Mr. Eld- 
win held the coach door in his hand, 
(while the ſervants were tittering behind. 
them) —“ Tl tell you what, nephew— 
you may jabber Latin and Greek till 
you are tired ;. but you ſhall-not perſuade. 
me you are a gentleman, for all that.— I 
can ſee as far into a millſtone as moſt 
folks; and though I am a woman, Iam 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 185 
= no fool, 1 aſſure you; and if you don't 
= Know how to behave, Sir, Fl teach you 
KL ſo ſhut the door, Philip, (calling to 
the footman). s 


« At his peril, Madam,” ſaid Mr. 
Eldwin, in an impaſſioned tone—ſor this 
. gentleman was ſo unaccuſtomed to be 
_ diftated to, that, with all his boaſted 
ſtoiciſm, he was not invulnerable to the 
attack. « inſiſt on it, Madam.” 
« And you ſha/nt—that you ſha'nt, Sir,” 
was vociferated from each ſide, whilſt 
the reſt of the party remained ſilent ſpec- 
tators. This altercation might have laſt- 
ed for hours, if Mr. Montague had not 
interfered, and begged Miſs Aubrey to 
take the horſe ſhe had quitted, as Mr. 
Eldwin could not then incommode Miſs 
Dorothy, by taking the place of Ange- 
lina.— This propoſal was gladly acceded 
to on the part oſ the latter, though ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed by Mr. Eldwin; but 
Angelina ſucceeded—and, leaving them 
to ſettle this altercation, joined Ethelind 
and Montague ;—and the remainder of 
the ride home fully recompenſed her for 
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it —but Miſs Dorothy veryloudly exclaim- 
ed againft it—ſhe vowed: ſhe would not 
have her new gown crumpt up to pieces 
for nobody.—“ Why, 1 vow, I never 
heard any thing ſo monſtrous,” ſhe con- 
tinued— four in this little chariot != 
why,. I would fooner walk on foot—no 
gentleman would have offered ſuch a 
thing 'm ſure you cannot be fo very 
learned. as you pretend—for any man, 


who had read Cheſterfield, would know 


better than to behave thus. contemptu- 


ouſly to ladies. 


Cheſterfeld, indeed V. reiterated Mr. 
Eldwin, with a ſneer. 


« T'll tell you what,” ſaid.ſhe, with a 
face glowing with paſſion, as Mr. Eld- 
win held the coach door in his hand, 
(while the ſervants were tittering behind. 
them)—* I'll tell you what, nephew 
you may jabber Latin and Greek till 
you are tired; but you ſhall not perſuade 
me you are a gentlemah, for all that.—I 
can ſee as far into a millſtone as moſt 
folks; and though I am a woman, Iam 
no 
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no fool, I aſſure you; and if you don't 

know how to behave, Sir, I'll teach you 

—ſo ſhut the door, Philip,“ (calling to 
the footman), | | 


« At his peril, Madam,” ſaid Mr. 
Eldwin, in an impaſſioned tone —ſor this 
gentleman was ſo unaccuſtomed to be 
dictated to, that, with all his boaſted 
ſtoiciſm, he was not in vulnerable to the 
attack. 66] inſiſt on it, Madam. 
And you ſha/nt—that you ſha'nt, Sir, 
was vociferated from each ſide, whilſt 
the reſt of the party remained ſilent ſpec- 
tators. This altercation might have laſt- 
ed for hours, if Mr. Montague had not 
interfered, and begged Miſs Aubrey to 
take the horſe ſhe had quitted, as Mr. 
Eldwin could not then incommode Miſs. 
Dorothy, by taking the place of Ange- 
lina.— This propoſal was gladly acceded 
to on the part of the latter, though ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed by Mr. Eldwin; but 
Angelina ſ\ucceeded—and, leaving them 
to ſettle this altercation, joined Ethelind 
and Montague ;—and the remainder of 
the ride home fully recompenſed her for 

HS all 
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all the diſagreeables ſhe had encountered. 
When they returned home, Miſs Doro- 5 
thy was ſtill on her high ropes—and Mr. : 
Eldwin in no very pleaſant humour. Be | 
felt himſelf ſomewhat degraded by the 
Tate altercation with his aunt ;—and, in- 
deed, he did not fail to inſpire ſomewhat 
like contempt in the minds of thoſe pre- 
ſent.. | 


r 5 2 
a 
18 


After dinner, the young men left them, 
to viſit a College acquaintance, a fer 
miles diſtant ;—and,.in the evening, An- 

gelina ſtrolled down towards the vale, 
leaving the reſt of the Ladies at the 
card-table.—Juſt as ſhe deſcended the 
hill, ſhe overtook the old ſteward, walk- 


ing ſlowly . 


1 


« Ah, my young Lady, i is it you! 
he exclaimed “ I am glad to ſee you; 
but why do you walk out ſo late?“ 


It cannot be too late, ſince you are 
here, Mr. Arden“ 


« Well, 
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« Well, well, my Lady—I am only 


| 

= going a little way down the vale; and 

. if you will condeſcend to accept an old 

e man's company, yau can walk with me.” 

> 

. = « They had juſt deſcended from the 

t &| fummit of the hill there was not a 

„ cloud over the heavens—and the parting 
ſun tinged the high mountains that bound- 

ed the ſcene. 
z = | | | 
vs « I could look at this proſpect for 


euer,“ ſaid Angelina, (reſting)—“ don't 
you think it very beautiful, Mr. Arden?“ 


« Yes,” returned he, certainly,” 
with a figh—< but I have ſeen it be- 


fore.“ 


— 1 am thinking,“ ſhe continued, © that 
if Happineſs was confined to places, ſhe 
would always dwell here.” | 


„ And do you believe ſhe does?“ 
be aſked.. 


Nes, 
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& Yes, indeed ;—at leaſt, I think ſhe 


does,” ſaid Angelina, earneſtly ; „for 


if there is a human being I am tempted 
to -envy, it is my uncle—he has the 
means to be ſo happy.” 


« F y! fy! young Lady!“ ſaid the old 
man, looking gravely in her face“ you 


don't know what you are talking of— 


every one has the means to be happy— 


and here it lies, added he, emphatically, 
laying his hand on his boſom—*® nor 


would I, at this moment, change ſitua- 
tions with the man you call your uncle— 


 No——if it would make me maſter of 


fifty ſuch eſtates.” 


“ You miſtake me,” ſaid Angelina, 
ſurpriſed at his earneſtneſs—* it is not 
that I think riches conſtitutes happineſs; 


but, ſurely, thoſe who have the power 


to relieve the unfortunate, can never be 


truly miſerable.” 


Happy deluſion !” he cried, looking 
penſively in her face“ how little does 
youth know of human nature! Oh! 


why 
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_ why muſt experience deaden this ſweet 


ſenſibility |—why is not the mind rather 
permitted to remain in utter ignorance, 
ſince the wiſdom of the world can teach 
the human heart no better leſſon than 


ſuſpicion and diſtruſt !” 


Mr. Arden was a man who knew the 
world ;—he had abilities that would have 
done honour to a much higher circle 
than that. in which he moved—but am- 
bition was a paſſion he never owned. 
In the late Earl of Treclanna's family 
he lived from his youth, and in it every 
wiſh was bounded ;—he had been treat- 
ed by that nobleman more as a friend, 


than a dependant—for in all the family 


concerns, his counſel and opinion was 
courted. 


Mr. Arden loved the Earl as his bene- 


factor—but as a man, he condemned all 


his faults. But ſuch was his independ- 
ent ſpirit, that, rather than have pamper- 
ed the great man with falſe praiſe, he 
would have renounced all the advan- 
tages 
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tages of his fituation—Thoſe who were 


not acquainted with his heart, would 


have called him a Miſanthropiſt ;—he 
talked much of the world, and its vices; 
and much of the depravity of mankind : 
—he condemned humanity, as the ſource 
of almoſt all the ſufferings of man—yet, 


the unfortunate never paſſed by him un- 


noticed—the poor man unpittied—nor 
the ſuppliant unrelieved. But ſuch pains 
were taken to conceal this weakneſs 
{which he termed it) from the world, that 
his general character was that of a'mer- 
cenary old man: but the truth was, he 


was poor, very poor; for his annual fti- 


pend did not keep pace with his phi- 
lanthrophy.—Long before the late Earl 
died, an event happened in the family 
which clouded, at once, all its bright 
proſpect of happineſs. Mr. Arden was 
conſidered partly as the cauſe of it, which 
ſo incenſed the Earl, that he made a 
ſolemn proteſtation never to ſee him 
more. This raſhneſs, however, he had 
cauſe to repent; and, to make all the 
amends in his power, ſettled on him two 
hundred a year, with an abſolute charge, 
* | that 
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that he ſhould always be allowed to re- 


main in his family. This was his ſitua- 


tion when Sir Edward arrived at Eaſt- 


Cliff to take poſſeſſion of the Caſtle. 


Mr. Arden now begged Angelina ſo 
earneſtly to return, when they entered 


the vale, that, fearful of offending him, 


ſhe complied. He was going where he 


wiſhed for no witneſs—for he was going 
to the houſe of mourning, to relieve the 


unfortunate. 


Angelina bade him good night, when 


they parted, and croſſed through the 


church-yard, as a nearer way back to the 
Caſtle. $5 


Here her attention was arreſted by 
two little children, fitting on the turf, 
beſide a new made grave. Forcibly 


ſtruck by their plaintive appearance, ſhe 


ſtood ſome minutes to watch them; and 
obſerved the younger boy take up his 
tattered frock to wipe the tears off the 


cheek of the other. Curious to know 
the cauſe of their infant grief, ſhe ſtole, 


unobſerved, 
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unobſerved, behind a tomb from whence 
ſhe, heard the eee p 


« Why don't you think, ” ſaid * 


elder, “he is gone to Heaven! 75 


BDBecauſe, the little one returned, 
Will <« the grave is as ſmooth. as when Verger, 
the ſexton, left it laſt night !” 


| So it is—but Parſon Wilmot told 

ak mother not to cry ſo, for he was gone to! 

El Aa better place, and out of a very bad 
world — but I thought it was very wicked 
of. him to ſay ſo—for, if this is a bad 
place, why did God Almighty- ſend us 
into it?—I wiſh he had not died—for 
now we ſhall have no one to love us, 

and bring home apples from farmer Free- 

vt land's orchard !—Poor father! if he knows 

1M we have got nothing to eat or to drink, 

Wl I am ſure he will want to come back 

1 again; for there is nobody in Heaven 

| will love him ſo well as mother and we 

do!“ 
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« Don't cry, Jemmy,” ſaid the other, 
ee but look up at the Caſtle—ſee what a 
pretty place it is—how I ſhould like to 
live there—then we ſhould never be cold 
or hungry: but mother ſays, that gentle- 
folks never cares for poor - people—for 
they thinks- they have got no feeling. — 
Open the bag, and give us a bit of 
bread,” ſaid the little one, © for oe very 
hungry—and mother won't ſee us.' 


Jemmy complied—and after taking 
out a hard bit of cruſt, which he gave 
to the other, and looking wiſhfully at the 


reſt, with the tears in his eyes, faſtened it 


UP again. 


one. 


cc Ves-very.“ . | . 
“Then why don't you take a piece?“ 
« Becauſe there is not much—and 


mother has not had a morſel to-day—and 


you know ſhe is fick—and when I had 
e K the 
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the ſmall-pox, ſhe went without it for 
me—and now I will go without it for 
mother :—but come, let us go, for I am 
not tired now—and we ſhall not ſee fa- 
ther go to Heaven to-night ! 


Angelina was too much intereſted for the 
little innocents, to let them paſs unnoticed. 
They are fatherleſs—they are wretch- 
ed!“ cried ſhe, and taking them in her 
arms, ſhe burſt into tears then learning 
from them, that they lived at one of the 
cottages in the vale, and giving them all 
the ſilver ſhe had in her pocket, to carry 
home to their mother, ſhe left them, ſe- 

cretly determining to viſit the poor wo- 
man on the following day,—The prat- 
tle of the babies did not fail to excite 
thoſe ſymphathetic affections in the bo- 
ſom of Angelina, that are ever ſwelling 
in the feeling-heart ; and ſhe could have 
exclaimed with the Poet Take 
« phyſic, Pomp expoſe thyſelf to feel 
hat wretches feel, that thou mayeſt 
« ſhake the ſuperflux to them, and ſhew 
the Heavens more juſt !” 


Nurſed 


LET, 
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Nurſed in the lap of eaſe, where want 
and luxury were equally ſtrangers, ſhe 
had read of the miſeries attendant on 


poverty, and wept over the tale:—but_ 


little did ſhe ſuſpe& that ſuch ſcenes, in 
reality, exiſted—and that, when the ſmil- 
ing board of plenty was offered to 'one 
man, the hardeſt morſel which fell from 
his table was acceptable to another, 


But ſuch is the kindneſs of Provi— 


dence, that, what appears to our erring 


judgment a partial diſtribution, is equal- 
ized by his beſtowing on each individual 
that /omething, in every ſtation of life, 
that reconciles man to his lot; or, in the 
more expreflive words of him who ſpoke 
from and to the heart, by « Tem- 
* pering the wind to the ſhorn lamb!““ 


When Angelina entered the drawing- 
room, the gentlemen were returned ; and, 
though a beautiful evening, the party 
were ſtill at the card-table, at which, 
Mr. Montague made. one :—he offered 
her his ſeat when ſhe entered, but Miſs 
Dorothy proteſted— that ſhe would not 

= have 
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have her for a partner ; for that ſhe knew 
no more about cards than a baby, and 
always brought her bad luck.” —This 
was no mortification to Angelina, who 
was much better pleaſed to be ex. 
_ cuſed, 
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Mr. Eldwin had a book at one of the 
windows, which, as ſoon as ſhe entered, 
he laid on the table, and drew a chair 
for her. Trifling as this may appear, it 

was vaſt condeſcenton for him—nor was 
this all—for he even deſcended to talk 
with her on the moſt trifling ſubjects. 
Mr. Eldwin was certainly much altered; 
—he ſaid leſs, indeed, than ever; but 
his manners wore the air of affected re- 
fſerve—for when he was off his guard, 
he appeared in a very different character. 
His books and ſtudies were now often 
neglected for thoſe amuſements which 
he ſo much diſdained on his firſt arrival 
at Eaſt-Cliff :—all the family, but one, 
was ſenſible of this alteration—and that 
one was himſelf, —It was deviating too 
much from his rule of conduct, to admit 
of any excuſe for this change ; and he 
5 was 
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was determined to convince the world 
of his ſtability m the ſupport of the cha- 
rafter he aſſumed. 


He inquired of Angelina, why ſhe 
walked out alone. © But, perhaps,” 
ſaid he, with an inquiſitive look, © you. 
have been at the Rectory?“ | 


« No, indeed,” ſhe returned with a 
ſmile—* how could you ſuppoſe I would 
go by myſelf, when there are ſo many 
gallant eſcorts about the Caſtle ?' 


The colour flew to his face, and he 
took up his book with an air of diſap- 
pointment. 


„Upon my word, ſaid Miſs Dorothy, 
in a tone of anger, © this is a little too 
bad—and if we go on much longer in 
this ſort of way, I'll lay down my cards, 


for it is abſolutely quite impoſſible to 
= win—for Mr. Montague does not mind 
= card he is playing of ;—we have loſt 


two tricks in this deal, Sir, from your 
inattention—otherwiſe, we ſhould have 
K3 gained 
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gained our point :—I'd rather never play 
at all, than go on in this way.“ 


Montague apologized. 


% Oh! Sir!” ſhe continued, “ don't 

think 1 am anxious about winning—for, 
though I ſay it myſelf, no one plays with 
more temper than I do;—but, it's 
enough to provoke a ſaint, when all the 

luck is en the other fide—and, when I 

am provoked, I cannot help ſpeaking my 
mind.”” 


Montague again apologized, and pro- 
miſed to be more attentive. 


"IA aſked Mr. Elin when he 
expected his father to which he returned, 
it was quite uncertain ; but, he ſuppoſed, 
in leſs than a month. 


A month!” ſhe repeated, “ ſo long 
as that? it ſeems an age ſince he went.“ 
She ſpoke with an earneſtneſs that proved 
ſhe felt what ſhe ſaid. 


« Does 
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« Does it?“ he pronounced, ſternly 
J am ſorry for it, Miſs Aubrey—” and 
laying down his book, immediately quitt- 
ed the room. 


Miſs Dorothy now became actually 
vociferous in her complaints againſt Mr. 
Montague ; and Angelina expected every 
moment to ſee the cards daſhed on the 
floor. | 

« Merciful—forgive me!“ the cried, 
there is no fitting this—t1t is quite im- 
poſſible—the cards would never run ſo 
croſs if it was all fair play ;—but I can 
ſee how it is, for /ome people never look 
at their hands, but keep ſtaring out of the 
window; ſo I don't know how we ſhould 
do otherwiſe than loſe.” . 


Angelina, who was fitting oppoſite 
to Montague, was too intent on the book 
ſhe was reading, to obſerve that it was 
ſhe who drew his attention, till Miſs 
Dorothy, watching Montague's eyes, diſ- 
covered the attraction. Provoked at his 
rudeneſs in neglecting the game, which 
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her whole heart was ſet upon winning, 
and ſtill more ſo in finding to whom his 
attention was directed, her anger was 
now no longer to be reſtrained ; and, 
turning round on her chair in a violent 
paſſion, with a voice more than uſually 
elevated, ſhe demanded of Angelina— 
« how ſhe dared inſult a perſon of her 


reſpectability!ꝰ 


« have got eyes, Miſs,” ſaid ſhe— 
(and to prove it, ſhe opened them to the 
full extent of their orbits) “ you have 

been making your game of me, behind 
my chair, to Mr. Montague; and now 
| you are going to pretend, I ſuppoſe, not 
to know what I mean,.—Oh! the art and 
wickedneſs of ſome people ;—I can ſee 
through you, I can; and, if Lady Eldwin 
had taken my advice, ſhe would have 
ſent you packing long ago ;—but, if my 
niece has a mind to put up with it, that 
is no reaſon I ſhould to be laughed at 
by a creature, that nobody knows who 
or what ſhe is !/—T'II not bear it, I aſſure 
you ;—and not another day will I ſtay in 
the houſe.” And then throwing down 
- ; the 
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the cards with great violence on the 
table, and almoſt overſetting it, trem- 
bling with rage, ſhe flounced out of the 
room, leaving every one loſt in filent 
wonder;—when Lady Eldwin, riſing 
from her ſeat, proteſted, in a languiſhing 
tone That Angelina's airs would be 
the death of her—her nerves were al- 
ready debilitated by ſuch frequent buſ- 
tles; —and calling for her woman with 
Ethelind, ſhe was conveyed to her cham- 
ber, apparently in a faintin g fit. 


The amazed and terrified Angelina 
would have followed, but her trembling 
limbs refuſed their wonted office, and 
ſhe ſunk upon a chair almoſt inſenſible to 
what had paſt. 0 

Montague, feeling himſelf the cauſe of 
what had happened, and of having, 
though innocently, drawn upon her the 
diſpleaſure of the family, flew about the 
room, ſcarce conſcious of what he did, 
for ſhe had almoſt fainted—when ſprink- 
ling a little water in her face, ſhe reco- 
| K 5 vered, 


202 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 


vered, and a violent burſt of tears ſome- 
what relieved her. | 


„J ſhall never forgive myſelf,” ſaid 
he; © nor can I aſk you to — me, 
Mis Aubrey.“ 


Angelina wept without anſwering, for 
ſhe was too much overcome to utter one 
word, but held. out her hand to him as 
a token ſhe was not oftended.—He took 
it reſpectfully, for he held. it too ſacred 
to carry it even to his lips, whilſt he 
acknowledged gratefully her unmerited. 
forgiveneſs —At that inſtant the door 
opened, and Mr. Eldwin appeared :—he 
ſtarted back, as if doubting the evidence 
of his ſenſes; —he had left the room half 
an hour before, with the family. all chear- 
fully amuſing themſelves at cards, and 
now all looked confuſion no one pre- 
ſent but Miſs Aubrey, in tears, and 
Montague leaning fondly over her. 


Angelina, ſtruck forcibly by the re- 
proachful looks of Mr. Eldwin, and 
unable to hear a repetition of what had 

0 paſſed, 
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paſſed, quitted the room, and, with 
trembling ſteps, hurried to her chamber. 
Here the recollection of Miſs Dorothy's 
infinuation ſtill ſounded in her ears“ A 
creature, that no one knows who or what 
ſhe is '—* What muſt Mr. Montague 
think ?-—every one uniting in the ſame. 
ſevere opinion, what is to become. of 
me ?” ſaid ſhe.—* No friend to apply to! 
--no home to return to Sir Edward 
abſent !—and, even ſuppoſing him here, 
have. not 1 ſolemnly. bound myſelf to 
ſecrecy: by his injunctions?—ls it, then, 
likely he would uphold me in oppoſition 
to his family ?”—She was overwhelmed 
with theſe reflections, and terrified at the 
proſpe& they preſented to her fearful 
imagination. She had - paſſed her ear- 
leſt years in the boſom of peace and 
tranquillity—her days had glided away 
unmarked by forrow, unruffled by thoſe 
diſquietudes which too often obtrude 
upon domeſtic. peace—converting the 
means of happineſs, by a falſe. applica- 
tion of it, into the inſtrument of 'miſery ; 
—ſhe had lived under the auſpicious 
guidance of a reſpectable and valuable 
K 6 monitreſs, 
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monitreſs, accuſtomed only to the voice 


of maternal tendernefs, and the ſmile of 


fond approbation. 


To her Angelina had looked up in all 


the confidence of unreſtrained affeQtion ; 
 — ſhe honored her as a mother, and lov- 


ed her as a friend. The violence of 
Miſs Dorothy's unprovoked ill-humour, 


contraſted with the tenderneſs of her 


who had thus guided her earlieſt youth, 
ſtruck her mind the more foreibly, from 
its being a treatment ſhe was ſo unac- 
cuſtomed. to meet,. and preſented a freſh 
ſubject of ſorrow, which ſhe had neither 
Power or with to diſſipate. 


Angelina, though cently and mild in 


her temper, was yet ſenſibly alive to the 


indignity now offered her; for in young 
minds not accuſtomed to ſorrow, every 
ſpecies of it is felt with. the force of 
actual miſery.. 


Thus it was with her ;—ſhe- dwelt on 


all the endearing affection of her loſt 


friend—on all the happineſs ſhe had 
known 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 205 
known before ſhe quitted Vernly—and, 
contraſting it with her preſent ſituation, 
aggravated it, till ſhe believed herſelf 
wretched in the extreme. 


Oh! that, in ſuch domeſtic evils, the 
ſufferers, inſtead of exaggerating their 
afflictions, would endeavour to behold. 
them in. their proper form !—ſo might the 
bitter cup be converted to a wholeſome 
cordial, their griefs conſidered as lefſons 
of patience and placability, and the bonds 

of affection remain unbroken.. 


When Patty entered, to ſay ſupper was 
ready, ſhe ſtood ſome time unnoticed :— 
at length Angelina obſerved her, and 
ſtarting at her own abſence of mind, and 
feeling the greateſt reluctance to appear 
before the family, ſhe diſmiſſed the ſer- 
vant to excuſe her, by pleading indiſpo- 
ſition, and retired to reſt.. 


There is a dignity in conſcious in- 
nocence, of a quality ſo ſoothing, that, 
whilſt the boſom. of the injured is wound- 
ed by the ſting of falſe accuſation, or 

| unmerited 
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unmerited reproach, the potency of its 
virtue imperceptibly ſteals there, and 
mingles with the throb of anguiſh the 
triumph of ſelf-approbation. But reflec- 
tions, in ſpite of all our reſolutions to 
combat them will come when they 
will come;” and, like the coward af- 
ſaſſin, force their unbidden entrance upon 
the mind when it has leaſt power to 
conquer them. | 


Angelina now remembered that ſhe 
was an orphan, and had no direct claim 
upon any one.—lt was the firſt time in 
her life that the reflection obtruded; for 
ſhe had never cauſe to remember it be-- 
fore—1t was a painful thought, and ſo 
overcame her gentle ſpirits, that, when 
Patty went to inquire after her in the 
morning, ſhe found her in a high fever, 
and talking ſo incoherently, that the girl, 
terrified and alarmed, haſtily flew to her 
miſtreſs to acquaint her of it. But Lady 
Eldwin's exceſſive ſenſibility was never 
excited upon ſuch trifling occaſions, for 
ſhe laviſhed ſo much upon herſelf, that 


her humane affections never extended 
any 
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any farther; and judging every one by 
the littleneſs of her own heart, ſhe liſten- 
ed with the greateſt indifference to what 
Patty ſaid ; very liberally believing it im- 
poſſible for a young girl, in full health 
as Angelina was, to be alive to ſo much 
feeling. —She reſolved, therefore, to take 
no notice of it; concluding, that, by that 
means, ſhe would ſoon recover :—but 
her Ladyſhip's great ſagacity, for once, 


| was deceived, and, before the day was 


over (through the interpoſition of Mr. 
Eldwin), ſhe was under the neceſſity of 
applying for medical aid. 


Nature, in her * has happily 
ordained, that the ungentle paſſions of 
the human heart ſhall return to it, as the 
inſtruments of its own puniſhments; for, 
after the firſt tranſports are over, in ſpite 
of the ſophiſtry of Pride, Reaſon ſinks the 
mind to the moſt humiliating ſenſe of its 
own weakneſs. 


This was the ſituation of Miſs Dorothy 
when ſhe recovered from her ill humour, 
and found Angelina 1 in the ſtate deſcrib- 
ed.— 


| 
[ 
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ed.—dShe heartily repented having treat- 


ed her with ſo much violence—ſhe now 
remembered all her good qualities, for 
ſhe could not but acknowledge that An- 
gelina was ever ready to oblige her; and 
ſhe was determined, if the poor thing 
recovered, to make all the amends in her 
power, by behaving, for the future, more 
kindly to her.— Thus Miſs Dorothy, con- 
vinced of the ill effects of a violent tem- 
per, reſolved never to be in a paſſion 
more ;—her uneaſineſs was much in— 
creaſed, by hearing from the apothecary 
that Miſs Aubrey was very —— il, 
indeed. 


This good. man, not having, a great 
deal of practice, always contrived to 
keep his patients as long indiſpoſed as 


| poſſible; and, by his looks, when he 


was aſked how he found her, they ima- 
gined her much worſe than ſhe. really 
was. 


Mr. Larwell (for that was the doctor's 
name) was much better known for his 
political diſcuſſion, than phyſical opera- 

tions ; 
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tions; but he was the only profeſſional 
man within ſome miles of Eaſt-Cliff, and, 
on trifling occaſions, he was always ap- 
plied to.—He was a violent antiminiſte- 
rialiſt, and the time he ſhould have em- 
ployed in applying to his buſineſs, he 
was holding forth at a club in the neigh- 
bourhood, where he undertook to open 
to the knowledge of his auditory the 
whole ſyſtem of government ;—he ana- 


| tomized and diſſected every member of 


the whole body—ſhewed why each nerve 


| and fibre were diſtended—told them the 


property of the great artery, and of the 
leſſer artery ;—and, in his own language, 
phyſically reaſoned upon the why and 
the wherefore, till he believed he had 
clearly ſhewn to his neighbours the im- 
pure and diſordered ſtate of a corrupted 
conſtitution ; and boldly prophecied, that 
neither art, or nature, . could reſtore it 
to its native purity.— This ſubje& the 
doctor handled with ſo much effect, that, 
where he did not ſucceed in relieving 
| the body, he moſt effectually ſucceeded 
in poiſoning the mind—for the ignorant 
| looked up to him as the very fountain 

5 — 
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of truth. This gave him a conceit of 


his great abilities. — If he was aſked a 
queſtion, he ſeldom anſwered in direct 
terms, generally deviating from the ſub- 
ject, and applying it to his favourite 
topic: — but, at Sir Edward's, he had 
always a check upon himſelf, for he was 
not quite ſo diſintereſted in his opinion 
as he profeſſed to be. There was a fop- 
piſhneſs in his manner that gave him the 


air of a mountebank—his figure was tall 


and meagre—and he affected a ſolemnity, 


- whilſt his countenance was marked with 
| * that characterized his mind. 


* 


On his wal dis wore a full-bottomed 


powdered wig, with a little dapper three- 
cornered hat, that ſcarce covered it ; this 


he put under his arm .with an air of 


great dignity, and drawing on a pair of 


white gloves (which he always wore on 
particular occaſions), entered the draw- 


ing- room. 


« Well, Sir, how is your patient?“ 
aſked Mr. Eldwin, anxiouſſy.—“ Why, 


really, Sir,” ſaid the doctor, pompouſly, 
” 1 think 
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“think her very ill that is to ſay, ſhe 
is by no means well —ſomething has 
alarmed, or frightened, or terrified her 
you muſt keep her quiet, Madam,“ turn- 
ing to Lady Eldwin—“ you muſt not let 
any one diſturb her, or I won't anſwer 
tor the conſequences.” 


Montague, who was preſent at this 
information, could ſcarce command his 
feelings; he reproached himſelf as the 
cauſe of her illneſs; and, dreading to 
hear the doctor's farther opinion, hurried 
out of the room; whilſt Lady Eldwin, ſe- 
cretly fearing Sir Edward's anger, beg- 
| ged, that if more advice was neceſſary, it 
| might be had, | 


« No,” returned the doctor, © no, Ma- 
dam !—for, as I before obſerved, the young 
Lady is very ill, very ill, indeed; yet, I 
have not a doubt, but, with a little of 
my ſkilful management, that all will be 
_ vaſtly well, though, perhaps, not quite fo 
ſoon as I could wiſh. Theſe ſort of at- 
tacks are not to be reſiſted immediately; 
and the misfortune of it is, that very few 

men 
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men know how to treat them—that 1s 
to ſay, they miſtake them, and apply im- 
proper means—not that I mean any re- 
flection on the profeſſors of phyſic Oh, 
no; far otherwiſe ;—but, as I was fay- 
ing before, it is for want of proper judg- 
ment that ſo many people ſuffer from 
wrong treatment ;—not that I wiſh to 
ſound my own praiſe—though you know, 
Sir, turning to Mr. Eldwin, with a 
ſmile of ſelf approbation—“ you know, 
Sir,” (ſmoothing his ruffles) © there is no 


great merit in one man's being endowed. 


with a greater {kill than his neighbour. 
I fay this, becauſe I don't wiſh it to be 
underſtood that I am proud of my ſu- 
perior abilities; though it is a ſatisfac- 
tion to hear, that I am eſteemed the firſt 


anatomiſt in the country—and equally 


ſkilful in all ſurgical operations that is 
to ſay, in ſetting of broken limbs—bind- 


ing up wounds—drawing of teeth—and 


a judgment infallible in my critical ob- 
ſervations; for Limeri himſelf did not 
know more about Pharmacy :—yet, with 
all theſe advantages, the people here are 


ſo ignorant, that, when they are ill, they 


doctor 
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doctor themſelves with quack medicines ; 
and, if I call in juſt to ſee how they do, 
and write down what they ſhould ſend 
for from the ſhop, they are frightened, as 
if I was a conjuror, and had the art of 
inviſibly picking their pockets, 


% Now, as a friend of mine—that is to 

ſay, a gentleman of my acquaintance, was 
obſerving, the other day, that it was a 
moſt unfortunate circumſtance, that a 
man of my great abilities ſhould have 
been always buried in a place where I 
have never had an opportunity of prov- 
ing my ſkill which, in plainer language, 
is ſimply this—where I have never had 
any practice,” 


This harangue from the ſkilful doctor, 
was now happily interrupted—much to 
the relief of his auditors.— Angelina re- 
mained near a week in the ſtate Mr. 
Larwell deſcribed—very ill—ver ill, in- 
deed; when Lady Eldwin, from the ſame 
motive that had before impelled her, in- 
ſiſted on having more advice. | 


The 


* 
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The doctor, now, immediately altered 
his tone; and ſhe was better, much: 
better. During the time of her indiſpo- 


ſition, the doctor did not fail to pay due 


attention, and generally contrived to pop 
in juſt as the family were ſitting down to 
dinner; for not all his intenſe ſtudy, and 


cloſe application, had once affected his 


appetite ;—and he could diſcuſs with as 
much fluency on culinary matters, and 
diſplay as much knowledge in ſauces 
and made diſhes, as if he had ſtudied 
under the moſt accompliſhed epicures. 
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CHAP. XI. 


= 


NGELINA had now quitted her 

chamber—and one day, when the 
family had juſt dined, they heard a car- 
riage rattling uncommonly faſt through 
the outward court of the Caſtle ;—ſhe 
flew to the window, and, before Lady 
Eldwin could aſk who it was, eagerly 
exclaimed “ Good heavens ! it is my 
uncle!“ . 


That is impoſſible, ſaid her Lady- 
ſnip—“ for I had a letter from him yeſ- 
terday, to ſay, his buſineſs prevented his 
returning this fortnight.“ 


Ss Every eye was turned towards the 
door; but in vain—no one appeared. 


« Do, Horace,” ſaid her Ladyſhip to 
Mr. Eldwin, © inquire who it is.“ 


© Lord” - 
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« Lord!” cried Ethelind—* how mon. 


ſtrous odd hy, the chariot is ſplaſhed 


all over, ul as if they had been being 
for a wager.” 


When Mr. Eldwin returned, he told 
his mother that it was Sir Edward ; who, 
on entering the houſe, had inquired for 
Oliver, his man; and that they were now 
in his dreſſing-room together, having 
given orders not to be diſturbed, 


e What have you not ſeen him?” 


demanded her Ladyſhip. 


OR No, Mr. Eldwin returned ; — as 
thoſe were his commands, I did not 
chuſe to intrude.” — This ſtrange conduct 
perplexed all preſent—and Lady Eldwin, 
calling for ſome Eau-de-luce, proteſted, 
Sir Edward was the moſt cruel man in 
the world — knowing how unable her ſpi- 
rits were to ſupport the ſurpriſe, which 


ſo unexpected an arrival would occaſion. 


at hope my father is not in, cried 
3 


« What 
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« What if he is,” ſhe returned“ that 

is no reaſon why I am to be thrown into 
theſe tremours.— There was advice to be 
had, I ſuppoſe, without his coming home 


for it —Philip went with his maſter,” 


continued her Ladyſhip—“ let him be 
ſent for.” When the man entered, ſhe 
defired Miſs Dorothy to interrogate him. 
Philip ſaid, (on being queſtioned) © all 
that he know'd, was, that he had given 
his maſter a letter, the night before, 
that com'd by the poſt; but where the 
poſt brought it- from he could not pre- 
tend to ſay but, howmſoever, when 
his Honour took't it, my Lady, his Honour 
looked in a marvellous great taking, and 
| aid as how, he mult ſet off for Eaſt-Cliff 
that night. To Eaſt-Cliff, ſays I, your 
Honour !—Why, ſays I—I thought your 


Honour was going to London to-morrow, 


ſays I :—I did not mean any harm, thoff 
I ſaw his honour was angered; fo 
then, you ſee, my Lady, I went and clap't 
two pair o'hired horſes to the charot ; 
ſo then, you ſee, we ſet out—and we 
drove it develiſh faſt, as his Honour com- 


manded; for, ſaving your preſence, my 


„ L Lady, 
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Lady, we never ſtopped ſo much as to 
have a drink on the road.” 


Her Ladyſhip then waved her hand, 
as a ſignal for the man to retire; and 
Philip made his exit, leaving all pre- 
ſent as much perplexed as ever. 


Whilſt they were all ſurmizing a rea- 


fon for this ſtrange conduct, Montague, 


who had been abſent for upwards of a 
week, entered—and, after ſlightly pay: 
ing his reſpects to the ladies, advanced 
to Angelina, whom he had not ſeen ſince 
her recovery. 


His manly, intelligent countenance, 
ſpoke a pleaſure more forcibly than the 
moſt emphatic language could have ex- 
preſſed, on ſeeing her reſtored to health. 
She looked pale, indeed, but not leſs 
lovely—and whether her features were 
animated with pleaſure, or ſhaded with 
melancholy, they were alike intereſting. 
Her's was a countenance that indicated 
an intelligent, amiable mind, and imme- 
diately appealed to the heart. The ani- 


| mated 
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mated and delicate manner in which 
Montague addreſſed her, called a deep 
bluſh into her cheeks, (for ſhe remem- 


bered the inſinuations of Miſs Dorothy, 


and the ill-natured conſtructions put upon 
her actions) and made her ſedulouſly 
avoid his attention. She thanked him 


for his polite inquiries, and, catching 


Lady Eldwin's eye bent earneſtly on her, 
ſhe walked up to the window, and took 
up a book, to prevent his ſaying any 
more. 


Ethelind then engroſſed all his atten- 
tion, repeatedly aſſuring him how much 


| ſhe had regretted his abſence ;—the truth 


of this Lady Eldwin endeavoured to con- 
firm, by obſerving, that her daughter, 
fince he had left them, had done nothing 


but mope about the houſe, as if ſhe Had 


been going melancholy. 


Angelina felt the colour mount into 


her chceks at this indirect and indebcate 


way of expreſſing her Ladyſhip's ſenti« 
ments—nor did ſhe dare lift her eyes to 
ſee what effect it had on Mr, Montague. 


L 2 Lady 
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Lady Eldw¾in then began to expreſs 
her diſapprobation of Sir Edward's con- 


dutt—and, addreſſing the former, related 


the whole affair, with as many additions, 


as ſhe thought neceſſary, to aggravate it. 


During this harangue, Angelina thought 
to herſelf. Good Heavens!—does Lady 
Eldwin ſpeak her ſentiments ſo freely of 


Sir Edward ?—Is he not her huſband— 


and 1s ſhe not bound to him by the cloſeſt 
of all ties ?—lIf affection did not dictate 
otherwiſe, delicacy ſhould prevent her 


from expoſing him ;—and that not only 


to her own family—but even before a 
ſtranger. 


She ſaw Montague was not much diſ- 
poſed to liſten to her.—He delicately 
hinted, that her Ladyſhip ſhould ſuſpend 


her judgment till ſhe was. acquainted 


with Sir Edward's motives. 


« Motives, indeed !” cried Miſs Do- 


rothy— I have no idea that any motives 


are to juſtify neglect. I think it quite 


an affront to come into the houſe, after 


being 
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being abſent ſo long, without even in- 
quiring for his wife and family! — 
Though there was ſome truth in this, 
yet it was certainly very ilhtimed ;—but 
Miſs Dorothy had not the happy art of 
conciliating; and where a ſevere retort, or 
ill-natured ſpeech, could wound or irri- 
tate, it never failed to eſcape her. 


There was an awkwardneſs diffuſed 
itſelf throughout the party: — no one 
choſe to ſay what they thought —Miſs 
Dorothy ſeemed better pleaſed than any 
of the reſt, and diverted herſelf with her 
lap-dog; heartily rejoicing that ſhe was 
not ſubject to the whims and caprice of 
a huſband; pitying the poor wretches 
who were fools enough to marry (an 
epithet ſhe always dignified them with) ; 
and, drawing herſelf up exultingly, 
imiled, on the ſuperior advantages ſhe 
enjoyed in a ſtate of celibacy. 


Theſe charming reflections were now 
entirely diffipated by the appearance of 
Sir Edward—who, with a countenance 
of the greateſt ſatisfaction and good hu- 
ä 3 mour 
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mour, entered the room ; not more to the 


: diſappointment of Miſs Dorothy (whoſe 


triumph was now over), than to the plea- 
ſure of the reſt of the family. 


Angelina's countenance beamed with 
delight, as ſhe involuntarily flew to meet 
him ; but, when ſhe would have taken 
his hand, he turned from her with an 
air of chagrin—a ſudden gloomineſs over- 
{ſpread his features, and chilled the grate- 
ful and affectionate feelings of her heart. 


He then advanced to Lady Eldwin, 
who had thought it neceſſary to faint 


and, on her recovering, apologized to her 


for his abrupt return, offering, as an ex- 


cuſe, that his immediate preſence was 
neceſſary at Eaſt · Cliff, to further his de- 


ſigns in a canal, which he was largely 


concerned in. 


The pleaſure Angelina anticipated in 


her uncle's return, was ſo far from being 


realized, that ſhe ſuffered the moſt pain- 


ful reſtraint in his preſence. His recep- 


tion of her was not more cold, than the 
behaviour 


F 
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behaviour that ſucceeded it; and it was 


with difficulty ſhe repreſſed her tears at 
this unexpected change in his conduct. — 
The moment ſhe reached her chamber, 
ſhe gave free vent to her feelings, and 
angrily reproached herſelf as the cauſe ; 


fully convinced that ſhe muſt have offend- 


ed him; at the ſame time, unable to 
recollect how. She loved him as a pa- 
rent, and the idea of having, though in- 
voluntarily, incurred his diſpleaſure, was 


a ſubject of regret the moſt painful ſhe 


had ever experienced. She had ſeen 
very little of the world—but, from what 
ſhe had ſeen, drew the moſt favour- 
able concluſions. She had no regret for 
the paſt, but in the loſs of Mrs. Beverly ; 
and as time will mitigate the moſt poig- 
nant grief, ſo, in her artleſs boſom, though 
the traces of it yet remained, they left 
no gloomy reflections. When ſhe thought 
of her, it was as one enjoying that ſtate 

of refined happineſs, which the virtues 
ſhe had practiſed in this life prepared her 
for, 


The removal of her beloved friend 
had.been immediately ſucceeded by the 
1.4 protection 
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protection of her uncle; and the maſk of 
virtue, which covered the enormities 
of his mind, was not to be penetrated 
by an artlefs, unſuſpecting girl of ſeven- 
teen. Credulity is ever the companion 
of innocence—and Angelina would have 
. ſtaked her very exiſtence on the aſſumed 
| honour of Sir Edward, | 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. XII. 


EAR a fortnight had elapſed, in 
which time Sir Edward became 
every day more gloomy and reſerved, 
though it was evident he endeavoured 
to conceal it, and affected a chearfulneſs 
too artificial to eſcape the obſervation of 
bis family. He would frequently abſent 
himſelf for hours; but as Lady Eldwin 
never inquired the cauſe, and as he 
never revealed it himſelf, the reſt of the 
family were loſt in conjecture. 


But no one felt this alteration in his 
conduct ſo much as Angelina. Before 
he quitted Eaſt-Cliff he had behaved to 
her with the utmoſt tenderneſs—now he 
appeared almoſt to ſhun her fight: if 
they met by chance, he ſtarted—if ſhe 
ſpoke to him, as ſhe was wont to do, he 
anſwered her with a reſtrained coldneſs, 

L5 that 
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that wounded her feelings more than the 

ſevereſt language could have done.— 
Whilſt her mind was thus agitated, ſhe 
found it impoſſible to counterfeit chear- 
fulneſs, and took every opportunity to. 
ſteal from the family, to ſeek in retire- 
ment opportunities of uninterrupted re- 
fleftion. This was not difficult—for every 
one became ſo indifferent about her, that 
| ſhe was abſent for hours without being 
thought of. She felt this neglect in its. 
full force; and if it had not been for the 
attention of Mr. Montague, which ſeem- 
ed to increaſe in proportion to the cold- 
neſs of the others, her ſituation would 
have been inſupportable. She under- 
ſtood his motives for this good-natured. 
politeneſs ;—ſhe imagined that he ſaw ſhe 
was unhappy, and, in the kindneſs of his 
Heart, that he pitied her. -He was ever. 
folicitous to oblige her; and, by num- 
berleſs offices of friendſhip, ſtrove to 
ſoften the harſhneſs with which he ſaw 
ſhe was treated by the reſt of the family. 
But this partial and grateful attention 
Angelina knew could not laſt long, as 
Lady Eldwin had hinted, that, in a very 
ſhort 
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ſhort time, the marriage of Montague 
and Ethelind would take place. 


Her ſpirits were every day more and 
more deprefled ; but ſhe was fully con- 
vinced that this ſadneſs originated in her 
uncle's evident neglect of her. 


One night, when ſhe retired to her 
chamber, feeling no inclination to ſleep, 
ihe ſat down with a mind more than 
uſually depreſſed, ruminating on the myſ- 
terious conduct of Sir. Edward, which 
was now too obvious to paſs unnoticed. 
She reflected, with pain, upon her own 
uncertain, ſtate—a thouſand ſtrange fan- 
cies took poſſeſſion of her—the doubtful 
connection between herſelf and Sir Ed- 
ward—and the cloud that enveloped the 
life of Mrs. Beverley, were the ſubjects 
of daily contemplation ;—a fearfulneſs, 
which ſhe ſtrove to diſlipate, crept 
through every vein—ſhe ſhuddered—and . 
went towards the window. 


The moon was on the decline, half 
veiled by the paſſing clouds, when it 
L 6 now 
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now and then broke forth with increaſ- 
ed ſplendour, touching the ſurrounding 
objects with a foft and tender light ;—a 
_ dewy freſhneſs diffuſed itſelf in the light 
breezes that ſwept over the earth—and 


a folemn ſadneſs reigned congenial to the 
mind of Angelina, 


The idea of Mrs. Beverley was more 
than uſually impreſſive ;—it was juſt ſuch 
a night as this which preceded her death. 
The ſolemn ſtillneſs of the hour returned 
it to her mind with reiterated force ;— 
ſhe raiſed her eyes with a mild earneſt- 
neſs to Heaven, wrapped in the ſubli- 
mity of thought, as ſhe contemplated the 
awful change of her departed friend. — 
But a few months paſt ſhe. had looked 
ſecurely on Mrs. Beverley, as the guide 
of her future ſteps—and now, when ſhe 
turned to her in thought—ſhe was no 
more - There was a pleaſing melan- 
choly in the retroſpection that ſuited the 
ſadneſs of her mind ; and ſhe felt a con- 
fidence, inſpired by theſe reflections, 
which diffuſed a ſerenity over her mind 
that ſhe had long been a ſtranger tO. 
2 The 
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The clock had tolled the hour of one 
before ſhe remembered how long the 
family had been retired to bed, and was 
preparing to cloſe her window, when ſhe 
was ſtartled by the ſound of footſteps, 
that ſeemed faſt approaching.—She liſten- 
ed for ſome minutes, when ſhe diſtinctly 


heard a voice, which ſeemed to iſſue 


from the building under her, exclaim, 
in a hollow whiſper “ Now is the ap- 
pointed hour!“ 


She had but a confuſed ſight of the 


objects round her, for now the moon 


was almoſt ſunk, and the paſſing clouds 
intirely darkened the ſcene. She ſtood 
watching, fearfully, for ſome minutes, 
when a faint beam ſhed a partial light 


on the ſteps of the terrace, and diſcover- 


ed two men moving flowly down them. 


When they reached the bottom, they 
ſtood apparently in deep converſation ; 


then they proceeded on, till they reach- 
ed the turf almoſt under Angelina's 


window, — when, to her horror and aſto- 
niſnment, ſhe ſaw them place on the 
graſs 
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graſs the ſhell of a coffin. One of the 
men, with cautious ſteps, returned to 
the terrace, whilſt the other continued 
to pace up and down in deep meditation, 


fearfully looking round him, as if he 


dreaded a diſcovery.— It was now eaſy 
to perceive, by the light that fell on the 
coffin, that it either bore a corpſe, or 
was intended for one. It was for a 
middle: ſized perſon, by its length; but, 
fo narrow, as, at firſt, to admit a doubt 
of its being capable of containing a hu- 
man body. Angelina ſtood motionleſs—- - 
As ſhe gazed, the object before her 
feemed to confirm her former: ſuſpicions, 
that ſome perſon had been ſecreted in 
the Caſtle.—She ihuddered at the ſight— 
every faculty was ſuſpended with horror 


—ſhe ſcarce breathed—the awful ſtilneſs 


that reigned, added to the ſolemnity of 
the ſcene—and a thouſand vague ideas 
ruſhed upon her mind.—She had ſtood . 
near ten minutes watching the ſtranger, 


who ſtill continued to pace up. and 


down—ſometimes liſtening whether all 
was ſilent, and then reſting, a as if wait- 


ing 
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ing anxiouſly for the aſſiſtance of ſome 
other perſon, | 


It now occurred to Angelina that the 
light in her room might diſcover her; 


and, determining, if poſſible, to ſee the 


event of this ſtrange, myſterious affair, ſhe 
withdrew to extinguiſh 1t.—When ſhe 
returned, ſhe obſerved the ſtranger was 


joined by a man, muffled in a large 


folded cloak—his hat flapped over his 
eyes—and his whole air denoting the ne- 
ceſſity of concealment. They ſtood for 


| ſome time apparently in deep converſa- 


tion ; and, with. a hope of hearing the 


ſubject of it, ſhe again ventured to un- 


cloſe her window—when the voice of 
the perſon diſguiſed, to her aſtoniſhment, 
diſcovered - Sir Edward ! 


Angelina was ready to ſink an unac- 
countable dread ſeized her there was 
ſomething ſo horrid in. the myſterious air 
he aſſumed ;—but her fears gave way to 
her deſire of being farther acquainted 
with their intentions. After talking too 
low to be underſtood, they advanced to- 
| wards 
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wards the coffin. Sir Edward ſeemed 
to lean penſively over it for ſome time, 
till he was interrupted by the ſtranger, 
who obferved, it was time to go.—This 
he repeated ſeveral times, before the for- 
mer ſeemed ſenſible that he ſpoke. 


Angelina liſtened with a mixture of 
terror and curioſity, as ſhe heard Sir 
Edward aſk, in a tremulous voice“ If 
he had every thing ready.“ She could 
not catch the anſwer, but ſaw him bend 
over the coffin, and heard him figh 
deeply. 


She then heard the ſtranger ſay—<© That 
he ſaw no reaſon why Sir Edward ſhould 
regret what he had done.—Y ou will have 
no more ſighing and groaning,” he con- 
tinued; & and, by the Lord Harry, if 
I had been your Honor, it ſhould never 
have — ' here 22 loſt the 
reſt of the ſentence. 


<« Is the grave deep?” aſked Sir Ed- 
ward. 


cc Ay,” 
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« Ay, deep enough, I warrant me, 
or I ſhould: wonder,” returned his com- 
panion.—“ The worms wilt have a fine 
treat for they will ſoon make their way 
through this carcaſs- box —ſtriking the 
coffin with a cord that he held in his 
hand. 


She ſhuddered—and heard Sir Edward 
angrily exclaim—“ Peace, villain |— 
away with this ill-timed raillery.” 


« If J am a villain,” replied the man, 
faucily, I the more reſemble my bet- 
ters, I'll warrant me.—But, come—won't 
your Honor chuſe to be moving ?—The 
air is chilly—and I am. not for ſtaying 
| here all night.” 


Sir Edward made no anſwer, but con- 
tinued, for ſome minutes, to gaze on the 
coffin in profound thought; when An- 
gelina heard him ſay—“ After all, Oli- 
ver, I am not equal to what I propoſ- 
ed.” -A guſt of wind ſhook her window, 
and ſhe- loſt the reſt of the ſpeech. 


T6. 
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To this the man ſeemed to anſwer in 
a jocoſe ſtrain, and jeeringly ſaid “ Your | 
Honor wants the courage of an honeſt 
man ;—but, hark'e—leave the buſineſs 


to me—lI warrant I ſha'nt ſtand ſhilly- 
ſhally.“ 


To this propoſal Sir Edward ſeemed 
eagerly to aſſent: — they then talked for a 
conſiderable time in a low whiſper to- 
gether the former often motioning him 
to ſilence. 


Angelina found, by their converſation; 
that Lady Eldwin was a ſtranger to the 
whole affair; as Sir Edward faid—< He 
had effectually filenced her Ladyſhip's ſuſ- 
picions; and that ſhe now believed that 
he was in his ſtudy.” '—Angelina heard 
no more. 


| Sir Edward walked penſively towards 
| the, Caſtle—and the man, taking up the 
coffin, moved on towards the north tur- 
ret. —Here ſhe ſaw him enter, and the 
light, as before, aſcend with him. From 
| | this 
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this circumſtance ſhe concluded him to 
be the ſame perſon ſhe had ſeen paſs 
under her window ſoon after her return 
from the rectory. Angelina almoſt doubt- 
ed the evidence of her ſenſes, till the 
object again returned to her imagina- 
tion. The burying a corpſe at that late 
 hour—the ſecrecy attending it Sir Ed- 
ward's late myſterious conduct and now | 
his apparent intereſt and concern in the 
recent ſcene ſhe had witneſſed, all con- 
ſpired to terrify her.—A cold chillineſs 
ran through her veins—ſhe ſtood trem- 
bling for ſome minutes, unable to move 
till, recovering herſelf, ſhe haſtily cloſ- 
ed her window; and committing herſelf 
to the protection of Heaven, retired to 
bed. 


It -was fome time before ſhe could 
compoſe her mind; and, when ſhe drop- 
ped aſleep, the moſt terrifying phantoms 
fleeted before her.— The ſcene ſhe had 
ſo lately - witneſſed ſtill preſented itſelf; 
and, when ſhe awoke in the morning, it 
burſt upon her recollection with reite- 
rated force. 


When | 
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When Angelina appeared at break- 
faſt, her languid countenance ſpoke a 
mind haraſſed and fatigued.. 


Ethelind inquired if ſhe was ill.— This 
caught Sir Edward's attention ;—he gaz- 
ed: on. her with. his wonted tenderneſs, 
and, with his former expreſſions of affec- 
tion, aſked her what was the matter ?— 
| She was ſo overcome by this unexpected 
20 change in his manners, and ſo far check- 


1 | ed by an involuntary impulſe from diſ- 
bl. cloſing the cauſe of her uneaſineſs, that 
4 ſhe burſt into tears. Aſhamed of a weak- 
$ neſcs that ſhe had not caurage to explain, 


ſhe hurried out of the room, leaving the 
reſt of the party confounded, and ig- 
norant of the cauſe of her emotion. 


As ſoen as ſhe was gone, Miſs Do- 
rothy broke the ſilence, by obſerving 
—*© That though it was far from her 
intention to prejudice Sir Edward againſt 
Angelina, yet ſhe could not help obſerv- 
ing, that ſhe was an odd-tempered young 
creature—a very whimmy diſpoſition— 

though 
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though, poor thing!“ added Miſs Do- 
rothy, © ſhe is as ignorant as a baby.” 


If refined delicacy,” ſaid Mr. Eld- 


win, © and an artleſſneſs of diſpoſition, 
that I never ſaw equalled, is termed ig- 


norance, then, indeed, Madam, ſhe merits 
the charge ; but, for ſo young a creature, 


| ſhe has an underſtanding which aſto- 
niſhes me.” This he ſpoke with a degree 
of warmth that did not paſs unnoticed. 


Pray, brother,” ſaid Ethelind,“ what 
| ſcience was you ſtudying, when you diſ- 
covered Angelina's worth?“ | 


Mr. Eldwin looked confuſed ; but, re- 


collecting himſelf, anſwered— It re- 
quired neither penetration nor ſtudy;to 


read what was ſo legibly written. You 


may view it in every feature of her face,“ 
he continued. | 


« Yes, Horace, ſo I may, if you'll let 

me peep through the ſame medium as you 

do z— for, at preſent, I muſt acknowledge 
ao ; that 
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that my penetration cannot diſcoyer the 
mighty perfections you ſpeak of,” 


« You are too much of a woman,” 
ſaid he, to behold excellence in ano- 
ther.” 


Indeed you are miſtaken,” ſhe re- 
turned“ but, as I do not view her 
with the eyes of my philoſophical bro- 


ther, I will not pretend to judge of his 


feelings :—but, I muſt own, if it was any 
other ſpeaking, I ſhould conclude that 
Love, en Love, had made the 
diſcovery.“ 


Mr. Eldwin coloured ;—he was highly 


offended at this infinuation—and, without 


condeſcending to quitted the 
room. | | 


The reſerve in Sir Edward's manners | 
ſoon gradually wore off —he no loger ab- 
ſented himſelf from the family—and An- 


gelina felt happy in being once more 


reſtored to his favour ;—ſeveral weeks 
paſſed without any thing material occur- 
ring 
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ring. In this time, ſhe began to diſco- 


ver that Mr. Arden's ideas of happineſs 
were juſt; and that her uncle was, by 


no means, ſo enviable as ſhe at firſt ima- 
gined - ſince the eaſe and luxury in which 
they lived, ſo far from affording him plea- 
ſure, ſeemed only the ſource of pain ;— 
for, though Sir Edward affected to be 


happy, and had every external means to 


render him ſo, yet there were moments, 


when it was but too evident that his 


heart had no connection with this bor- 
rowed tranquillity. His time was chiefly 
taken up in projecting new plans for im- 
proving his eſtate ;—old buildings were 


thrown down, and new ones erected— 


the long eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of the Tre- 


clanna family (in which the intereſt of 


their people was conſidered as their own), 


now gave way to the mercenary diſpoſi- 
tion of their deſcendant.— All the ſmall 


farms were thrown together, and let in 
advanced rents to the more opulent farm- 
ers the face of the country around 
them, underwent an intire change ;—the 
peaceful ſmiles of the poor and induſtri- 
ous, were converted into the frowns 
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and juſt reſentment of an aggrieved 
people. 


Thoſe who had been accuſtomed to 
live in decency and comfort, became 
wretched and houſeleſs,—either forced by 
their neceſſitous ſituations to become ſub- 
ſervient to the monopolizer, or quit the 
abode of their youthful days ; be eſtrang- 
ed from their kindred and their friends— 
to ſeek, at random, that bread, which 
they had been accuſtomed ſo long to 
conſider as their unalienable property. 
Vet neither their petitions or diſtreſſes 
had power to affect a heart, that was 
alive to no intereſt but its own. 


Montague, during this period, reſided 
entirely at Eaſt-Cliff; but as Ethelind 
never revealed to Angelina, whether he 
had diſcloſed his ſentiments or not, ſhe 
was entirely ignorant of what had paſſed, 
though her own obſervations convinced 
her that Ethelind was engaged to him. 


Her mind often reverted to the mid- 
night ſcene under her window; but no 
clue offered to unravel the myſtery. She 

— 
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frequently endeavoured to ſound Mr. 
Arden, and to draw from him whether 
or not he was privy to that affair; but 
the old man either did not, or would not 
underſtand her. — He was generally ſs 
ſtern and abrupt in his manners, that few 
elſe ventured to talk to him: but he 
had always particularized Angelina by 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing marks of reſpect; 
and would frequently blefs her with an 
earneſtneſs, that, whilſt it gratified, ſur- 
prized her.—There was an air of con- 
tempt that marked his deportment to- 
_ wards the reſt of the family for, whilſt 

Sir Edward ſeemed ſtudiouſly anxious to 
pay him every reſpect, he received his 
civilities with the coldeſt indifference. 
But ſuch is the dignity of virtue, that 
pride and ambition ſhrink before the 
meaneſt of her diſciples into their own 
littleneſs. 


Mrs. Summers and Lucy had been, for 
ſome time, at Swanſey, and were not 
expected to return for ſome weeks; ſo 
that now Angelina had ſeldom any oc- 
e ae. to viſit the rectory. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


4 vu morning, after breakfaſt, when 
the Ladies were ſitting at work, 


the door of the room opened, and Mr. 


Arden entered. All preſent looked ſur- 
priſed, as he never came unleſs ſent for; 
and even then with reluctance. 


There was an air of ſadneſs in his 
manner, which he ſeemed always anxious 
to conceal, by affecting an auſterity that 
had no connection with his nature; — for, 
in ſpite of all his endeavours, the ſparks 
of natural kindneſs, that warmed: his bo- 
ſom, beamed too ſtrong to be extinguiſh- 
ed by the weakneſs of an old man's hu- 
mour, His countenance, though pale 
and meagre, was mild and 'penetrating ; 
which, whilſt it intereſted the beholder, 
commanded reſpect; ;—and his venerable 
filver locks ſhaded a brow,” where the 


traces of ſorrow were too legibly written. 
His 
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His figure was rather above the common 

ſize ; but it had loſt the vigour of youth, 

and bent forward in all the grace and 
humility of age. 


I] am come, Madam,” ſaid he, walk- 
ing up to Lady Eldwin—* I am come to 
atk charity—to beg tor the widow and 
the orphan,” preſenting a paper. 


« Oh !-pray—” ſaid her Ladyſhip, 
in an affected tone—< don't ſhew me 
any diſmal petitions—my nerves are too 
weak already and it always affects me 
ſo dreadfully, that I never ſuffer myſelf 
to read them: — l am extremely forry— 
but, indeed, I cannot look at it”—laying 
it down on the table—* and the truth 
1s, at preſent I have no money to throw 
away.“ 3 


« You are perfectly right,” ſaid Miſs 
; Dorothy, who was writing to her milli- 
ner, to ſend her the moſt faſhionable hat 
that was worn —“ you are perfectly 
> right,“ ſhe. repeated, laying down her 
. pen —“ I never ſuffer myſelf to be moved 
8 5 „ by 
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by any entreaties of that ſort—that is 
not what I call charity—giving to nobody 
knows who !—I have no notion of it— 
there are objects enough that want it 
I am ſure it is unknown what I give 
away—and really one has ſo many other 
ways to ſpend one's money, that I can- 
not think of giving to ſtrangers.” 
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c Do not alarm yourſelf, Madam,” 

ſaid the old man—< I did not mean to 

aſk you'—paſling her with an air of con- 
tempt, and walking up to Ethelind. 


« You, my young Lady, have a heart, 
I truſt; and I hope your nerves are not 
yet ſo weak, as to reſuſe the unfortunate 


a hearing.” 


« Oh! Mr. Arden,” ſaid Ethelind, 
« how unfortunate -I am really very 
ſorry, but I have juſt expended all my 
allowance-money to five guineas, and 
that I have ſaved to buy a veil.” 


« Go without the veil,” ſaid the old 


man. 


40 Not 
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« Not for the world,” anſwered this 
thoughtleſs girl“ for who will know I 
gave the poor woman the my —1 
cannot write it on my old one.” 


« No ;” returned the reverend man, 
earneſtly but you may write it where 
it will be leſs ſeen, and leſs liable to be 


eraſed ;—you may write it on your heart, 


my child.“ 


Ethelind, whoſe heart was by no means 
void of feeling, acknowledged the force 
of his words; and, taking out her purſe, 


would have offered him a guinea, when 


Lady Eldwin, highly offended with the 
ſteward, in an authoritative voice, bade her 
put up her purſe, and fave her money 
for ſome better purpoſe. 


Ethelind very wendig complied, ex- 
cuſing herſelf, in obeying her mother; 
though on moſt other occaſions her Lady- 


ſhip's commands were, by her daughter, 


unattended to. 
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Mr. Arden turned angrily from her, 
and going up to Angelina with an exult- 
ing ſmile on his countenance, as much 
as to ſay here is one who will ſet you 
all an example,” ſtood before her for 
ſome minutes in ſilence. —She was at 
work—and lifting - her timid eyes, with 
a half ſmile, and deep bluſh, dropped 
them again, without ſaying a word. 
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The old man was diſappointed—he 
turned from her without ſpeaking ; and, 
ſo much was he hurt, that he left the 
room without once obſerving Montague, 
who ſat oppoſite to Angelina. 
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Miſs Dorothy was entering into the 
motives of the old man's aſking charity. 
—She did not like to be z/{-natured, but 
ſhe would lay her life, that, after all, it was 
only for himſelf that he ſolicited them. 
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Angelina roſe from her ſeat, and laid 
down her work ;—ſhe met the eyes 
of Montague looking reproachfully at 
her ;—ſhe bluſhed to crimſon, and haſlly 


quitted the room. 
But 
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But the moment ſhe ſhut the door, 


Pleaſure reſumed her ſeat ;—ſhe felt, in 
its full force, the impulſe that directed 
her- and, running ſwift through the pat- 
ſage, endeavoured to overtake Mr. Ar- 


den.—She called to him; but Mr. Ar- 


den's thoughts were too much engag- 
ed to hear the ſound of her voice, till 
ſhe repeated his name, and then he turn- 
ed round—but not with his wonted good- 


humour. 


« You cannot want me, Lady—” ſaid 


the old man, darting on her a look of 
reproach. 


7 Nay, Mr. Arden, do not be an- 
gry—” ſhe ſpoke with a tear ſtarting 
in her. eye, whilſt a ſmile beamed over 
it, as if to exhale it“ here,” ſhe con- 
tinued, earneſtly, putting a piece of pa- 


per in his hand—*< If this will be the 


means of rendering any aſſiſtance to the 
poor people who want it—take it Mr. 
Arden I wiſh it was more.“ 


1 4 « No, 
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« No—l thank you”—he returned, 
coldly—* you will want it to buy a veil, 
and to-morrow be ſorry you parted with 
wy 


I 


« Oh! how I ſhould hate myſelf,” ſhe 
exclaimed eagerly—* if I deſerved this 
reproach No, Mr. Arden, I am giddy 
EI am indiſcreet—but 12 am not un- 
feeling.“ | | 


* Are you not,” cried he, © ſoftened 
by her manner“ then you are an angel, 
and I am not diſappointed ;” kiſſing her 
hand as he took the money—< But why, 
child, why did you not give it before 
the unfeeling ?—" he checked himſelf. 


I was afraid,” the returned“ after 
what had paſſed, that it would have of- 
fended Lady Eldwin ; for it would have 
looked as if I meant to defy them all.“ 


.« Not at all,” ſaid Mr. Arden— it 
would have ſhewn you an advocate for 
virtue—now you have proved yourſelf an 
enemy to it, ſince you fear to act right.“ 
« I am 
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« T am ſorry I have done wrong,” ſhe 
returned, 


“J long to make them all aſhamed of 
themſelves,” ſaid the old man—“ Pll go 
back, that I will, and tell them of what 
you have gen me.“ 


« No—for Heaven's ſake,” ſaid An- 
gelina, much alarmed “ pray don't !— 
it will look ſo exulting, and the money 
will do the poor woman as much good, 


you know, as if I had given it before the 


whole world. M 


Mr. Arden's humour would have been 


much more gratified if it had been other- 


wiſe ; and it was not without ſome per- 


ſuaſion that ſhe prevailed on him to give 


up his intention ; though, at the ſame 
time, his heart approved of the motive 
that withheld her. f 


ce un I muſt not take all this,” he 
cried— looking at the note“ it is too 
much—it will make the poor unfortu- 
nates too happy.—Are you ſure, my 
15 M5 young 
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young Lady—are you quite ſure you can 
part with it?” 


6c Indeed,” ſaid ſhe, © if you ſaw my 
heart at this moment, you would not aſk 


me.—Part with it what a wretch muſt 


] be if I heſitated !” 


nn | child.” n (ol mien, 
looking tenderly at her, whilſt an unbid- 


den tear rolled down his cheek—® may 


He who has endowed thee with the beauty 
of an angel, and given thee a mind ſo 
ſuperior to thy ſex, lead thee through the 
thorny paths of this life, in the rectitude 
of thine own heart, til] thou ſhalt num- 


ber with thoſe of everlaſting bliſs !—Yes, 


I will take it, and they ſhall bleſs thee ;— 
thine own heart, too, it ſhall rejoice—for 
if ever thou art afflicted, my child, re- 
member this hour, when you relieved the 
widow from want, and her children from 
wretchedneſs.” 

« The tears trickled down her cheeks 
at the emphatic manner with which he 


pronounced theſe words; ;and, though ever 


2 M 5 beautiful, 


— 
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beautiful, at this moment ſhe looked 


particularly ſo.—She watched him till 


he was out of ſight ;—then, turning to 
her chamber, involuntarily exclaimed — 
« Happy, happy, Angelina !—ſince the 
little thou haſt to beſtow has ſuch ner 
to relieve.” 


when Mr. Arden repreſented the ſtate 
of the widow and her orphan children, 
every other idea was baniſhed from the 
mind of Angelina, in her wiſhes to re- 
lieve them her heart ſwelled with pity, 
and a momentary indignation diffuſed it- 
ſelf over her mind. When they had re- 
fuſed aſſiſtance, who had, notwithſtand- 
ing, ſuch ample means to beſtow it, ſhe 


did not even aſk her own heart if they 


were objects deſerving: it was enough 
they were in want, and the impulſe of 
the moment directed her to relieve them. 

The money devoted to this purpoſe was 
a ten pound note Sir Edward had given 
her to purchaſe ſome articles of dreſs; 
and it was not till ſhe reached her cham- 
ber that ſhe recollected a guinea. and a 
half was now all ſlie had to ſatisfy the 


11971; M 6 demands. 
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demands of her milliner for dreſſes be- 
ſpoke. —This difficulty was ſoon obviat- 
ed, for ſhe immediately diſpatched a 
letter to countermand the order. And 
now there was but one circumſtance ſhe 
regretted— Montague was preſent when 
ſhe refuſed the ſteward.—“ His looks 
evinced his contempt of Lady Eldwin's 
conduct, and what muſt he think of me, 
without feeling or humanity, that could 
liſten to the diſtreſſes of my fellow crea- 
tures ſo unmoved? — how he muſt deſpiſe 
me Perhaps he thought, 7, too, wanted 
my money for gew-gaws ;—would to 
Heaven I had given it before them all, 
for then I could not have forfeited his 
good opinion.—Yet what is his opinion 
to me?“ ſhe continued. Am fo weak 
as to regret having acted according to 
the dictates of virtue, becauſe the effect 
18 ſomewhat contrary to my wiſhes?—If 
any other motive had impelled me, ſhould 
not J ſecretly have felt myſelf contemp- 
üble; and, though I had drawn the en- 
comiums of the whols world, would not 
the conſciouſneſs of not deſerving them, 
e been the Jeverpſtizzepreach Pn Ali! 
5 9 - Iv. | then, 
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then, how far preferable is the approba- 
tion of my own heart !—for, defirous as 
Jam of the good opinion of Mr. Mon- 
tague, ſtill I will always endeavour to a& 
by that rule of conduct ſo early implant- 

ed by my honoured Mrs. Beverly; for 
there is a ſecret ſatisfaction that dilates 
the heart, when conſcious of acting right, 
that fully compenſates for every ſacrifice 
made to obtain it.“ 
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Theſe were her reflections as ſhe re- 
turned to the drawing- room. 


2 
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Here Miſs Dorothy was exerciſing her 
oratorical powers, and enlarging on the 
virtue of diſcriminating in acts of bene- 
volence. e 
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This gave Angelina time to recover 
the embarraſſment ſhe felt on entering 
the room; and, fearful of encountering 
the eyes of Montague, ſhe walked up to 
the window, as if intent on the ſcene 

before her. 1457 


1 


Whilſt 


— 2 22 
S 8 f 2 
c — — Uo BE — 2 — — 


- 5 — 
% * 4 - — 22 2 * oF : — 4 2 
2s 2 nt — 4 * — . — 8 — 2 5 — 2x "x SON 
- = £0 4 1 = 5 — F 2 3 r 3 4 - be = _ - a 
p * SY - 5 - . 0 — - _— 1 ; * ee IS. 3 2 3 7 FA = — + wit. 0. FT, 4s - — « 
— 4 — — a © — RE — — — — r r 1 = — . x OE EC 2 - ar "== —_— 
SI To Ee I _ 2 * — — - — - - : — — — —— ˙ » — = a * 
ge” — —_— - Ep - = * — rr = _ 7 _ "6 3a” 7 — — 2 1 2 Ws... 
— 2 — — -- — . 2 — — 2 — PT - . "3 2 — 5 LR — — - —— —— — — 
OY — ne a I - 2 5 =... rs 2 - — ea — - r 7 5 EE» — — a 
<= - 2 n —— — Eg" eps — ————— — — 


= * —.— 7 2 — 5 2 — — > * = 
5 SER LED NE 


. er 6H et 


254 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 

Whilſt Miſs Dorothy continued addreſ- 
ſing Montague—< That it was her opi- 
nion that the law of ſociety was wholly 
perverted by relieving the wretches that 
are continually preying on the unſuſpi- 
cious ;—for her part, though ſhe could 
not help ſaying that it hurt her feelings 
very much to refuſe them, yet ſhe never 
would permit herſelf, or her ſervants, to 


be moved by the entreaties of ſuch. va- 


gabonds; for ſhe was ſure not one in ten 
were objects deſerving. What ſay you 
Sir—a'nt you of my opinion ?”—ſhe 
aſked, in the full aſſurance he would 
anſwer in the affirmative. 


“ Not quite, Madam,” he returned; 
« for, ſuppoſing the ſuppliant to be the 


one you except, I ſhould think it better 
to relieve the whole ten, than that one 


ſhould paſs by unnoticed. . 


5 Bleſs me !” ſaid Miſs Dorothy, not 


at all pleaſed to have her opinion contro- 


verted, © that would be trepaſſing, in- 


_ deed, on the law of ſociety.” 


( It 
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ce It may be ſo,” he continued; © and 


probably I am wrong—but ſuch are my 
opinions ;—and I ſhould think it better 
the law of ſociety was nine times per- 


verted, than the law of humanity once 


broke.” 


8 As for that matter,“ Miſs Dorothy 
ſaid, © every body had a right to enter- 
tain their own opinion ;—her's had been 


formed from obſervation ;—for though ſhe 


had not lived a great many years in the 
world, ſhe had ſtill ſeen a good deal of 
life—and ſhe was not to be perſuaded by 
ſuch weak reaſonings.” 


Montague apologized for ſpeaking his 
ſentiments ſo freely, by aſſuring her he 
was far from expecting her to adopt his 
ſentiments, and endeayoured to change 


the ſubject. 


- But Miſs Dorothy could not help re- 
verting to the former one, and every five 
minutes muttered over her worx—“ How 


incompetent are young men to tat on 
fuch — * 


During 
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During this diſcourſe, Angelina had 
ſeated herſelf at the window, ingeniouſly 
interpreting all he had faid to an indirect 
way of reproving her. 


The ladies now retired to dreſs, and 
left her only with Montague in the room 
—ſhe roſe to follow them. 


« If I diſturb you, Miſs Aubrey,” ſaid 


he, I am gone.“ 


« did not—I was not—I did not 
mean to ſtay, Sir“ —ſhe anſwered, much 
embarraſſed. 


« It is not often, Miſs Aubrey, I have 
the pleaſure of your company; and if I 
thought it would not be too great a Fa 
vour, I would ſolicit it now.” | 


Fee" pauſed ;—a thought occur- 
red ſhe might have an opportunity of 
replacing herſelf in his good opinion.— 
They were ſilent for a few minutes, 
when Montague, with ſome heſitation, 


aſked her If ſhe had read the petis 
tion 
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tion which the old man had preſented in 
the morning.“ 8 | 


This queſtion embarraſſed her—ſhe 
could not ſay yes—and, not daring to 
look up, ſhe ſtammered out that ſhe had 
not. | | 


© Then you don't know where” the 
poor woman lives?” 

„ No, Sir ;—the ſteward can tell you, 
1 dare ſay.” Fo 


; = That is a charming old man,” faid 
Montague; “ I pitied him heartily this 
morning -l fancy he expected better 
ſucceſs i in the drawing- room, for he left 
it quite diſappointed. Did not * think 
ſo, Miſs Aubrey! 2 b 


61 this really—I did not—ob- 
ſerve ;—but, perhaps he did,” ſaid An- 
. gelina, vexed to death with Montague 8 
obſervation. 


e 5 (6 Jam 
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I am thinking,“ he continued, “ the 
ladies who refuſed their aſſiſtance to the 
petitioner, were much their own ene- 
mies; ſince, in the human heart, there 
cannot exiſt any reflection ſo grateful, as 
that which ariſes from the conſciouſneſs 
of acting right: but I am ſorry to ſee 
that there are ſome minds ſo intirely en- 
groſſed by the frivolite of faſhion, as to 
forget it has any other claim.—How hap- 
py, then, is Miſs Aubrey,” he conti- 
nued; and what a ſweet example does 
ſhe give of the innate goodneſs of her 
heart, who, contented to appear in the 
ſame light as the reſt, could ſecretly, in 
the true ſpirit of charity, ſhunning- the 
oſtentatious diſplay of it, rejoice that the 
little ſhe had to beſtow had ſuch power to 
relieve.” 1 


Angelina looked at him with doubt- 
ful ſurpriſe, recollecting theſe were the 
words ſhe had uſed in parting with the 

ſteward.— She bluſhed deeply but whe- 
ther it was with the conſciouſneſs of act- 
ing right, or with the ſecret pleaſure that 
he was acquainted that ſhe had done ſo, 
her 
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her heart could not determine—perhaps 
it was both.—<© Was it quite fair to 
liſten, Sir?” ſhe aſked, with a ſmile. 


„I believe not,” he replied “ I can- 
not pretend to juſtify myſelf ;—but, that 
you may not condemn me for more than 
I deſerve, you ſhall know how it hap- 
pened. 


« As ſoon as you left the room, Lown 
I was much diſappointed ;—don't be 
angry with me, Madam, if, at that 


moment, I thought you leſs amiable than 


I wiſhed, —and going myſelf. in purſuit of 
the ſteward, my attention. was arreſted 
by hearing you repeatedly call to him 
My curioſity, I own, was excited after 
what had paſſed in the drawing-room— 


an involuntary impulſe made me ſtop— _ 


and the winding of the paſſage conceal- 
ing me from your ſight, I there heard all 


that paſſed, —<Amiable Miſs Aubrey!“ 


he continued, © I dare not tell you what 
I thought at that moment ; but I would 
have defied the moſt ſtoical being to have 
beheld you with indifference.” 


I believe,” 
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« ] believe,” ſaid Angelina, riſing 
with confuſion at the earneſtneſs of his 
manners, 1 have left my work up 
ſtairs.” 


ou will think me too preſuming, 
I'm afraid, if I afk you to ſtay, Miſs 
Aubrey—yet I wiſn the temptation 
was great—] hope I have not offended 
you—if I thought I had, 1 ſhould — 
— this intruſion.“ 


« No, Adel Mr. Montague,“ ſaid 
ſhe earneſtly “ you think too well of 
me and I am ſo unuſed to praiſe, that 
your too great politeneſs oppreſſes me.“ 
They were then interrupted by the en- 
trance of Mr. Montague's ſervant, who 
brought a diredtion from the ſteward 
where they were to find the poor woman. 


Montague then aſked Angelina, if ſhe 
was not particularly engaged, to walk 
with him,—The hope of being of far- 
ther aſſiſtance to the widow was a ſuf. 


ficient NIE, and ſhe very readily 3 


complied. 


There 
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There was a reſpectful and delicate 
Attention in Montague's manners ;—he 
had always diſtinguiſhed Angelina with 
every mark of eſteem ;—and, conſidering 
him as the future huſband of Ethelind, 
ſhe thought herſelf juſtified in returning 
it. The beauties of the ſcenery, the 
| pleaſures of retirement, books, and other 
common topics of converſation, amuſed 
them till they reached the cottage ; where 
the firſt object that preſented itſelf was 
the two boys Angelina had ſeen in the 

church-yard, previous to her illneſs.— 
They were now playing with marbles at 

the door, and the moment they ſpied her, 
ran in hallooing—* Mother, here comes 
the pretty young lady who gave Jemmy 

and I money in the church-yard !'— 
When they entered, the poor woman 
was ſeated on the fide of a ſhabby bed, 
with an. infant in her arms, endeayour- 
ing to work with her needle. She at- 
tempted to riſe, but finding herſelf un- 
able, with a great many apologies for the 
place they were come into, begged them 
to be ſeated Montague was anxious to 
hear her ſtory. 


She 
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She told them—* That her huſband 
had rented a ſmall farm of the late Earl 
of Treclanna, and, by his induſtry, and 
her own œconomy, they had been able 
to live very decently, and bring up their 
little family ; but that, as ſoon as Sir Ed- 
ward came to the eſtate, they were warn- 
ed to quit it.— This, ſhe ſaid, was the be- 
ginning of their troubles. Fearing they 
had been guilty of ſome offence, they 
had applied to the ſteward, to beg he 
would acquaint his Honor of the utter 
ruin that would enſue, to have the farm 
taken from them on ſo ſhort a notice. 
This,“ (ſaid the poor woman) “ Mr. 
Arden immediately told him but it was 
all to no purpoſe, for the application 
was too late ;—his Honor had let it, 
with ſome more little farms, to a great 
man in the neighbourhood; and laſt 
Michaelmas we were forced to give it 
up, -without--even -receiving any thing 
for the good will -of it. My huſband 
then took this little cottage, not having 
it in his power to take any of the farms 
that were then vacant, all the rents be- 
ing ſo much advanced; andithe: grief of 
— 


3 
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ſeeing us almoſt reduced to want (for 
we had nothing to depend on but daily 
labour), this, with the loſs of his little 
farm, in which we had lived ſo happily, 
was altogether too much for him, for he 
never held up his head afterwards, and 
I had the misfortune to bury him, a few 
weeks ago, after a deep decline !—]- 
thought, at firſt, I ſhould have almoſt 
broke my heart; but the ſight of my 
poor babies rouzed me, for I have four 
little ones to ſtruggle with, which, by 
working with my needle, and the bounty 
of Mr. Arden, has kept us from going 
to the pariſh. —My eldeſt boy is juſt 
turned nine, and promiſes to be a com- 
fort to me he works in the fields but 
is too young to earn much at preſent; 
and I cannot bear to be a burden to the 
good old ſteward any longer.—I have 
no ſent a petition. to the ladies at the 
Caſtle, to implore their aſſiſtance; and, 
as Sir Edward has been partly the means 
of depriving my children of bread, I hope 
they will take it into conſideration.” — 
There was a chearful reſignation expreſ- 
fed in all ſhe had ſuffered; that ſpoke a 
good 
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good mind, and proved to her auditors, 
that, whether the individual animated 
with virtue is doomed to toil for bread, 
or deſtined to fit on a throne, they have 
alike an indiſputable right to the appro- 
bation and applauſe of mankind. 


| Montague, now convinced of her be- 
ing an object of compaſſion, promiſed to 
intercede with Sir Edward in her behalf. 
— This aſſurance ſhe received gratefully, 
and leaving the contents of his purſe for 
her preſent exigencies, he roſe to depart. 
—Angelina .had nothing to give, but 
pleaſed herſelf with what ſhe had depoſited 
with the ſteward towards the widow's 
relief. The children clung around her 
when ſhe roſe to go, and their mother, 
pulling them from her, ſaid—* that they 
had talked of nothing elſe but the pretty 
young ys ever ſince _ had firſt ſeen 
her.” 6 1 l nol i; 


* Poor. woman!“ aid Andes, as 
they quitted the door of the cottage 
cc if it was not for the inſtinctive hope 


planted. in the human breaſt; of future 
| | rewards, 
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rewards, how would mankind, Mr. Mon- 


tague, ſuſtain the evils attached to {ome, 


whilſt, to others, every apparent wiſh is 


goa _—_ 


« You are right,” ” ſaid he ; C * 
though to behold the happy is grateful 


to the feeling heart, and, whilſt rejoicing 


with them, ſorrow is ſuſpended for a 
time, be the mind never ſo fad, yet it is, 


in my opinion, equally right ſometimes 
to behold the unfortunate. The fight of 


human miſery ſoftens the heart, and 
makes it better—it checks the pride of 
proſperity, and, in the language of a late 
clegant writer, the regret it occaſions is 
amply compenſated by the ſecret endear- 


ment that nature has annexed to all our | 


ſym pathetic ſorrows. 


« I am growing grave,” he continued ; 
© but, as another opportunity may not 


offer, let me aſk yen, Miſs Aubrey, in 


what manner I can belt relieve this poor 
woman, that ſhe may be enabled to live 
comfortably ?—I will not apologize for 
applying to you, for I know the goodneſs 

Vor. I. „ of 
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of your heart will accept the motive as an 


excuſe.” 


Angelina readily undertook to con- 


ſider of it: during the reſt of their 


walk ſhe felt leſs reſtraint than uſual in 


converfing with him. The congeniality 
of their ſentiments, during this ſaunter, 
drew their minds nearer to each other 
than what could have been effected by 
a twelvemonth's common acquaintance. 
Angelina, for the future, was to ho- 
nor him with her friendſhip, and con- 
deſcend to look upon him as a brother. 
—When they reached the garden-gate, 
they ſeparated, and ſhe withdrew to her 
chamber, to change her dreſs. Good 


Heavens! ſhe thought, that a young man 


of ſuch ſuperior grace of mind, with ſen- 
timents ſo noble, ſhould ſeek to unite 
himſelf to one ſo little congenial in man- 
ners and diſpoſition to his own, as Miſs 
Eldwin. 1 


CHAP. 


„% mY A 
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CHAP. XIV. 


HEN Angelina deſcended to the 
dining-parlour, not all Warren's 
coſmetics could have made her appear 
half ſo lovely, as the glow of conſcious 
virtue that animated every feature ;—nor 
did ſhe feel leſs happy than ſhe looked: 
—her ſpirits were exhilarated beyond their 
uſual height, and, through this happy 
| medium, ſhe beheld the reſt of the 
family. 


The converſation, during dinner, turn- 
ed upon agriculture, and the vaſt im- 
provements that had been made in the 
arts within theſe few years. 


Montague acknowledged that, unlike 
moſt other travellers, inſtead of returning 
to his native country with a contempt of 

every thing that he ſaw, he felt a pride, 
if! it might tie called ſo, in contemplating 
Ne = the 
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the ſuperiority it entertained over all 
other nations. 
Sir Edward expatiated largely upon 
the peculiar advantages the lower ranks 
of the people enjoyed, and the philan- 
thropic diſpoſition that characterized the 
nation. 


This gave Montague an opportunity 
of introducing to his notice the forlorn 
ſtate of the widow and her children. 


But Sir Edward was much better ac- 
quainted with the theory of virtue than 
the practice of it: —he endeayoured to 
conyince Mr. Montague of the neceſſity 
for his acting as he had. —* If you liſten 
to every idle tale,” ſaid he, © which theſe 
fooliſh people will tell you, you will have 
an ever-endleſs tax upon your patience. 
It is all art and trick, to impoſe on cre- 
dulity. When you have ſeen as much of 


the world as I have, you will learn 


that theſe evils are merely chimeras of 
their own forming, to frighten us into 


humanity.” 


« Then,” 
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„Then,“ ſaid Montague, © they uſe 


a moſt effectual method to excite com- 


paſſion.“ 


£6 Art, . art,” 20 Sir Edward, to 


intereſt the feelin gs.“ 


Cs If f ſo, they have taken an uncommon 


deal of pains to makę their ſufferings 


appear real.— The heart may be deceiv- 
ed by the feigned plaints of poverty; 


but, ſurely, where the ſenſes are convinc- 


ed, it can be no chimera.— The woman 
I ſpeak of, bore all the traces of ſorrow ; 


—her words ſpoke not half ſo forcibly as 


her looks ;—her eyes were ſunk—her form 
waſted—and, if this is the outward garb 
of wretchedneſs, where is the individual 
that would voluntarily put it on?” 


Sir Edward ſmiled. —< Why you are 
come home, Montague,” ſaid he, © quite 

an old-fathioned fellow Where did you 
learn this refinement upon humanity ?” 


« From inſtinct,“ ſaid he, laughing— 


« all-powerful | in{tinct—nature inſiſed, 
| N 3 


reflectio | 
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reflection cheriſhed it. She taught me 
the neceſſity of uniting the intereſt of my 
fellow creatures with my own; and threat- 
ened, if ever I forgot to practiſe her leſ- 
ſons, to abandon me.“ 


Well,“ ſaid Sir Edward, © we will 
ſee what can be done for her; but, in 
truth, I have ſo nrany to whom I have 
promiſed relief, that it will be injuſtice 
to afford her aſſiſtance before they are 
provided for.—A man ſhould have the 
riches of the Eaſt to relieve his people 
individually, There 1s an aſylum every 
where for the mendicant, if he chuſes to 


_— 


153256 But there is a peculiarity,” ſaid Mon- 
tague, “ in this woman's ſituation, that 
particularly recommends her to notice. 

She is lately a widow, with five ſmall 
children, and has loſt the means to ſup- 
port them—for ſhe is herſelf ſinking 
under diſtreſs and ſorrow.” bs 


« Tudeed J ſaid Sir Edward; —“ why 
was I not acquainted with it before? — 
W * 
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Why did /he not apply to me? I would 
have put all her children in the poor- 
Noe.“ 


This benevolent feeling of the great 
man raiſed a momentary indignation in 
the mind of Montague, and he anſwered 


pointedly—* It was a favour ſhe did not 


alk ; for, unluckily, ſhe had known much 
better days.” | 


Lo 80 have many beſides,” ſaid Sir Ed- 
ward.“ In this world, we muſt not ex- 
pen the ſun to ſhine always.“ 


« She has not to learn this truth,“ 
eried Montague, “ for ſhe has ſeen it too 
often clouded.” _ 


e My dear fellow,” ſaid Sir Edward, 

„J would do any thing in the world to 
_ oblige you—but if ſhe won't receive the 
e! offer her, it is her fault, not 
mine.” 


% But there is a delicacy to be obſerv- 
ed, in ſome inſtances :—in taking away 
ber children, you rob her of every com- 
N. 4 fort 


. . Ä EF ˙ — ˙— ON — 


272 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
fort and, inſtead of relieving, you add 
to the burden that . her.“ 


1 . People muſt lem ſaid Sir l 
* to bear their misfortunes. The delicacy 
you talk of is all ideal; 'tis a word that 
is now proſtituted to the commoneſt pur- 
poſes.— What have they to do with it, 
who Go not underſtand its * E” 


«© Yet there are men,” ſaid Montague, 

*« who, whilſt they boaſt of feeling, only 
know it by name. You fay, ſhe muſt 
learn to bear her misfortunes ;—leave 

nature to teach her that leſſon, and let us 
try to ſupport them for her.” — 


| « Pray, Mr. Montague,” ſaid her 
Ladyſhip, interrupting him, © take ano- 
ther opportunity to finiſh this horrid, dull 
' converſation ;—you are always introduc- 
ing ſomething to hurt one's feelings ;— 
we did not want to hear of the poor 
wretch and her children. —I Ethelind 
had known, Sir, you had been going out 
this ning, ſhe would have walked 
with you. 


_ @ Indeed, 
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„ Indeed, Ma' am,“ ſaid her daughter, 


colouring, © I ſhould u, for I was other- 
wiſe nd h 


« That is right, '” cried Mis Dowethy 
there is nothing like having a little 


ſpirit—beſides, he did not want your 


company.” 

Montague looked ſomewhat confuſed ; 
and blundered out an apology—* that 
he had quite forgot to aſk Miſs Eldwin.“ 


« She is much obliged to you,” re- 
turned her Ladyſhip :—< 'twas lucky, 
however, that you did not forget to a/ 
15 Aubrey !” 


Angelina coloured, and attempted to 
make ſome excuſe ; but the attempt only 
confuſed her more. She hefitated fo 
often, that Miſs Dorothy faid—< it was 


a pity ſhe ſhould or at the trouble of 7 


1 e 


Montague, anxious to relieve her em- 
Dane hoped, by changing the fub- 
| NS Je, 
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ject, that her Ladyſhip would forget it— 
but he was miſtaken—Lady Eldwin's re- 
tentive faculties were never more alive. 


| On Mr. Montague's firſt "IE at 

Eaſt-Cliff, ſhe had entertained the moſt 
ſanguine hopes that he would become 
enamoured of Ethelind :—ſhe was young, 
beautiful, and accompliſhed ;—and, as 
the daughter of Sir Edward, of good fa- 
mily, and entitled to an ample fortune, 
objects, in her Ladyſhip's eyes, not to 
be reliſted. 


It may be aſked, ſince her daughter's 
accompliſhments were valued at. fo high 
an eſtimation, how, even in thought, ſhe 
condeſcended to unite her to a common- 
er?—Not any thing but the very great 
advantages accruing from ſuch an union 
could pothbly have prevailed. 


11 was 10 nephew of an Earl 
2 men poſſeſſed ſo, many perſonal 
accompliſhments ;—and, though Lady 
Eldwin:never looked beyond the exterior 
bexfel,! ſtill his > mental: charadtereſtics 


Were 
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were too well known not to be remem- 
bered by her Ladyſhip. She wiſhed to 
ſee her daughter ſettled.—Ethelind's 
heart had not been conſulted ; and every 
requiſite for making her happy would 
have been cancelled, by the ſplendid and 
honourable alliance that now offered. 
She was told of the great advantages 
that would accrue from ſuch an union; and 
the dazzling ſplendor of promiſed equi- 
pages, with the parade attendant on ſo 
elevated a ſituation, were ſufficient re- 
commendation to a girl of her temper. 


When the mind is anxious in the form- 


ation of its wiſhes, every look, every 


word, is ingeniouſly interpreted towards 
the conſummation of them. Thus Lady 
Eldwin diſcovered in Montague's behavi— 
our, what a diſintereſted obſerver would 
never have found out that Mr. Monta- 
gue was violently in love with Ethelind; 

though ſhe could not but acknowledge, 
that he ſcrupulouſly avoided every thing 
that bore the appearance of marked par- 


ticularity, and was uniformly polite to all. 


N 6 Could 
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Could it now be wondered at, that ſhe 
was jealous of the attention paid to An- 
gelina; fince it not only hurt her, from 
the contempt ſhe always held her in, 
but militated againſt her favourite ſcheme? 


Was it poſſible that the advantages 
Ethelind owned, could be rejected for a de- 
pendant on Sir Edward, and one whom 
it was difficult to ſay who ſhe belonged 
to? — for Lady Eldwin would not be 
convinced of the truth of his firſt aſſeve- 
ration, that Angelina was the daughter 
of his ſiſter.— Pretty, indeed, ſhe might 
be called—but ſo ignorant of the poli/h 
of high life, as to be wholly unqualified 
for the wife of a man of faſhion.” —Theſe 
were exactly her Ladyſhip's ideas. 


A week had elapſed, and Lady Eld- - 
win's fears, ſtrengthening by the obſer- 
vations of Miſs Dorothy, ſhe ventured 
to hint her ſuſpicions to Sir Edward.— - 
He wiſhed to ſee his daughter ſettled ; but 
his attention was now too much engroſſed 

by his ſon (whoſe health was viſibly de- 
. to think of any thing elſe. Sir 


Edward 5 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 277 


Edward believed it proceeded from in- 
tenſe ſtudy, and thought change of ſcene 
and company might detach him from his 
cloſe application, and act as a reſtorative. 
It was the latter end of October; and, 


as the Bath ſeaſon was commenced, he 
propoſed moving his family thither, in 


their way to London.— Mr. Larwell's 
opinion was aſked, but that gentleman 
by no means coincided with Sir Edward ; 
—he recommended, with all his perſua- 
ſive powers, their continuance in the 
pure air of Eaſt-Cliff; and urged it, for 
the beſt reaſon in the world—to /erve 
himſelf.—“ If you take him to Bath,“ 
ſaid the ſkilful man, you do very wrong, 
indeed that is to ſay, if you take him 
to drink the Bath waters. In the firſt 


place, it is very ill calculated for the 
ſick, for it lies, as it were, in a pit; that. 
is, it is ſurrounded by high hills; and 


the noiſome vapours that are continually 
riſing from the baths, muſt render the 
reſpiration of the patient very impure.“ 


= But, Doctor,“ ſaid Sir Edward (for he 
was always dignified by this appellation, 
though 
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though it does not appear that he was 
much intitled to it)—* if, as you ſay, this 
place is ſo unfit for the invalid, how comes 
it that the phyſical gentlemen fo ſtrongly 
recommend it? for I am ſure you will 
allow it is a place of great notoriety.” 


« Why, really, Sir, I cannot altogether 
ſay, but I believe—that is, when my bro- 
thers of the ÆEſculapian art, find that all 


they have done is of no effect, to divert 


the friends of the patient, they ſend them 
to Bath, or the Wells. Now I think, 
Sir, continued the Doctor, ſmoothing his 
ruffles—“ I think, Sir, that with a little 


of my ilful management, I ſhall be 


able to bring Mr. Eldwin about ;—for 


though his liver is certainly affeted—l 


ſay, certainly affected, becauſe my judg- 


ment in ſuch caſes is infallible—few 
men who profeſs the medical art, have 


dipped fo deeply into it as I have. My 


knowledge would aftoniſh you, if you 


were capable of comprehending it.—I do 


not ſay this, Sir Edward, to eſtabliſh my- 


ſelf in your opinion—for a man of your 


intuition muſt eafily diſtinguiſh between 
4; | | the 


— 
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the egotiſt, who preſumes upon the 
knowledge of others, and the man who 
acts as / do—intirely on his own.” 


Unfortunately for the Do&or, this ha- 
rangue acted upon the mind of Sir Ed- 
ward directly oppoſite to what was in- 
tended for, not having quite ſo great 
an opinion of the ſkilful man, as the ſkil- 
ful man had of himſelf—and alarmed at 
his information reſpeCting his ſon's health, 
he determined to ſet out immediately 
with his family for Bath;—and, whilſt 
he was ruminating in his mind how he 
ſhould proceed in his plans, the able apo- 
thecary was ſhuffling into his pocket all 
the empty phials that ſtood on the mantle- 

| Piece—a manceuvre he practiſed in every 
houſe where he viſited. 


Agreat many arguments, repeated over 
and over again, were urged by the Doctor, 
in favour of their continuance in the pure 
air of Eaſt- Cliff but finding them of 
no avail, and Sir Edward hinting that he 
was not then at leiſure to diſcuſs the ſub- 


ject, the Doctor was obliged to depart, 
ſecretly 
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ſecretly execrating Sir Edward for beliey- 
ing all he had advanced relative to Mr. 
Eldwin's danger; and himſelf, for havy- 
ing ſo ſtrongly urged that opinion, which 
eventually counteracted all his defigns. 


When Sir Edward communicated his 
intention to the family, it was gladly ac- 
ceded to by all; and the Tueſday of the 
following week was the day fixed for 
their — 


Mr. Montague had applied ſeveral 
times to Sir Edward for the relief of the 
widow, but he had been ſo often put off 
by the great man's promiſes, that, no 
longer depending on them, he determin- 
ed to exert himſelf, and offered him a 
handſome ſum for a ſmall farm that was 
juſt then vacated.— He had no difficulty 
in obtaining it.— This extraordinary ge- 
neraſiti was a fine field of raillery to the 
family, and occaſioned a great many wit- 
ticiſms.—Montague joined with them in 
the laugh, and humoured the joke ; but 
his hvatrt was not to be diverted from its 
humane purpoſes by the _—_ and levity 
of 


* 
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of the unfeeling.—In all his ſchemes, 
relating to the poor woman, he had ap- 
plied to Angelina for counſel :—ſhe had 'Y 
been his almoner—and the mutual inte- 
reſt which they had taken in this affair, 4 
was the ſubject of their frequent conver- 4 
ſations. „„ 


On the evening preceding the day fixed 
for their departure from Eaſt-Cliff, Ange- 
lina withdrew to her chamber, to make 
ſome neceſſary preparations for the jour- 
ney. 


She was now going to be introduced in- 
to the great world, that vrorld Ethelind had 
painted ſo alluring ;—yet not all the plea- 
ſure ſhe had anticipated from the opening 
ſcenes were adequate to the regret ſhe felt 

at leaving Eaſt-Cliff; and the would have 
gladly compromiſed with the future, to 
have enjoyed a longer continuance of 

the happineſs ſhe had lately experienc- _ 
ed.— The peaceful hours, that ſhe ſpent 
there, were now to be exchanged for 
thoſe giddy ſcenes of faſhion, that, a few 
months before, ſhe had anticipated with 
deligbt.— 
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delight.—The myſtery attending the mid- 
night ſcene under her windo had never 
been elucidated ; and ſhe wifhed to know 
the cauſe for the picture's removal, that 
ſo much intereſted her on her firſt com- 
ing.—She had been ſo long ruminating 
over this, and putting together a few of 
her books, that it was almoſt dark when 
ſhe left the chamber. —Paſling along the 
north gallery, where none of the family 
ever entered, except Patty and herſelf, 
ſhe was ſtartled by the footſteps of ſome 
one behind her; and, turning her head, 
ſhe beheld the ſhadow of a man gliding 
acroſs the paſſage. She was ſomewhat 
ſtartled, and heſitated whether or not to 
proceed ; but, before ſhe had time to de- 
termine, the ſtranger haſtily approached 
her, and catching her hand, exclaimed, 
in an impaſſioned tone“ Stay, lovelieſt 
of women.” -The voice ſtruck her—ſhe 
had heard it before but, the long arched 
windows ſhed too faint a light to deline- 
ate the features of the ſtranger. —Endea- 
vouring to appear compoſed, and ſtrug- 
gling to free her hand from his graſp, ſhe 
demanded, in a tremulous voice Who 
_ dared 
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dared detain her.“ “ One who dares 
adore you, he cried, „thou Circe of 
_ Eaſt-Clif—thou Syren, that haſt deluded 
me ;—huſh !” he continued, ſeeing her 
about to make ſome reſiſtance, “ or we 
ſhall be heard! -Nay, do not be alarmed 
but liſten to me. 


« You are intirely'in my power ;—do 
not ſtart—T have a chaiſe at the garden- 
gate waiting to receive you :—truſt to 
my honour, then.—I have very powerful 
reaſons for the air of concealment I wear; 
and ] flatter myſelf, when you know in 
whom you have confided, you will not 
repent of your confidence. Come, then, 
fweet maid,” he cried “ and, as Sterne 
once ſaid to his Maria—< Thou ſhalt 
« drink of my cup, and eat of my bread!” 
ere a violent ſhriek from the terrified 
girl ſtopped this elegant oration ;—and, 
at the ſame inſtant, to the relief of An- 
gelina, who was almoſt annihilated, fome 
one appeared moving towards them; 
and the ſtranger, fearful of being diſco- 
vered, imprecating curſes on the intruder, 


darted along the oppoſite fide of the gal- 
| lery 
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lery into the outward apartments. — The 
moment he let her go, ſhe flew towards 
the perſon approaching, unconſcious of 
what ſhe did; and, in a tremulous voice, 
exclaimed—< Oh! ſave me protect 
e | 


„ Whilſt J have life,” he cried, catch- 
ing her in his arms, for ſhe had almoſt 
fainted ; and bearing her to the window, 
the air,. and the repetition of her name, 
rouſed her; and, with an imperfect re- 
collection of what had 3 ſhe burſt 
| into FORE. 


. Good Heavens —what has happen- 
ed what has alarmed you !—you are 
ſafe, my dear girl —Madam—Miſs Au- 
brey, I mean, ſpeak to me—it is Mon- 
tague!”..- 


Angelina, now ſomewhat recovered - 
from her alarm, endeavoured to relate 
what had paſſed. He ſeemed much ſtart- 

led and propoſed immediately acquaint- 
ing Sir Edward of it, that ſome means 
might be taken to diſcover him. He 
ſaid, it muſt be one of the domeſtics, 
Dy who 
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who were either mad, or in liquor.— 
This, Angelina was not inclined to be- 
lieve the incognito bore the air of 
their ſuperior. LES. 


Montague ſaid, he would go in ſearch 
of him himſelf ;—but this, Angelina ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed ; fearing, as he was un- 
armed, that the ſtranger might offer him 
ſome violence.—Once ſhe was about to 
acquaint him with the man ſhe had ſeen 
under her window ; but Sir Edward. was 
too cloſely connected in that ſcene, and 
a moment's reflection checked her.— He 
walked with her to the door of the draw- 
ing-room, where he left her, and ſaid he 
would join them at ſupper. 


Angelina endeavoured to ſay ſome- 
thing in return for his attention, but the 
words faltered on her tongue; and, agi- 
tated by a thouſand different emotions, 

ſhe entered the room. —Her countenance, 
which ever pourtrayed the ſtate of her 
mind, now attracted the notice of all 
preſent.— Every one aſked, what was the 
matter ?—She then related, as well as ſhe 
was 
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was able, what had paſſed. —Sir Edward 
looked more than uſually grave.—Her 
Ladyſhip ſhrieked, and vowed ſhe ſhould 
faint—Miſs Dorothy was fearful, leſt the 
fellow ſhould inſult her, too—Ethelind 
laughed, and called it a good bit of 


ug. 


« But where i 1s Montague 2 ſaid her 
an el 


” 1 3 ſay,” cried Ethelind, «© he is 
gone in queſt of adventures; and per- 
haps the fellow may murder him.“ 


Heaven forbid !” ſaid Angelina, riſ- 


ing with great emotion, and going to the 
door. 


« N o fear,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy, when 
a Landy: 8 ejaculations are ſo fervent ! 35 


This ſpeech, delivered in a farcatic 


AS” ak 


of ont ſhe had, ſaid ; * * a 
look of as much dignity as ſhe could 
command, endeavoured to appear com- 
2 * 
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poſed ; but ſhe had not yet acquired the 
art of diſguiſing her feelings; and when 
ſupper was over, and no Montague ap- - 
peared, ſhe betrayed an alarm that ſhe 
was no longer able to conceal. She aſked 
Mr. Eldwin if he had not better inquire 
for Mr. Montague's ſervant. 


The former did not ſeem very well 


Pleaſed with the requeſt, but ſeeing her 
anxiety increaſe, rang the bell for him. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


